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FOREWORDS TO Quarto a, 1604. 



§ I. Qithe retU Hamlet ; is worth more 

than Fi. 
§ 2. Causes of the omissions in Q2, 

Fi, p. V, and xviii. 
§ 3. Superstitions about the Revenge 



Hamlet ; nwre **flat Burglary^* 
on Shakspere, p. vi. 

4. Quarto I and Quarto 2, p. x. 

5. Quarto I and Folio i, p. xiv. 

6. This Edition. NoU on Will Kemp, 



§ I. The second Quarto of Hamlet has never yet had justice 
done it by the Shakspere-reading public of England. Folk, when 
liearing or reading the play, do not consciously acknowledge, or, as 
a general rule, know, that it was the Second Quarto that first gave 
Hamlet to them and to the world. Even many Shakspere-students 
do not carry in their minds the greater worth of the Second-Quarto as 
compared with the First-Folio copy of the play. For this, Shakspere 
editors are mainly to blame. They have not markt by stars at the 
side, as Mr Fumess has so wisely done in his admirable new 
Variorum Lear (III. vi, IV. ii, &c), the passages due solely to the 
Quarto, and hot in the Folio. ^ But on looking at the lines con- 
taind in one, and not in the other, the comparer sees at once the 
greater importance of the Quarto ; for it alone contains the long 
last soliloquy of Hamlet, IV. iv. 32 — d^^ in which Shakspere makes 
Hamlet specially reveal to us his character^ for the third time, and 
face his want of duty to his father, his delay in the accomplishment 
of his almost-forgotten vow to ''sweep to his revenge," and his 

1 Modem editors also absurdly leave out the old editors' stars (*) showing 
the fresh lines put into 2 am/ 3 Henry VI. that were not in The Contention and 
7rtte Tragedy; and their inverted commas (* ') showing the lines changed. 

' I am aware that the two leading members of the nrm of Pigsbirook and Co. 
have lately printed what they are pleasd to call their opinions, that Hamlet's 
soliloquies — )iis communings Avith himself in moments of calm reflection — are not 
to be taken as his and Shakspere's explanations of his character to us. But such 
porcine vagaries are of no worth. 



iy § 1. THB PASSAOES SPECIAL TO WOUO 1. 

powerlessness to account to himself even, for his so often putting-off 
the thing he had to do, — ^winding up with that characteristic touch, 

' from this time forth, 
My thoughts be bloody, or be nothing worth,' 

no act yet. Against this self-revealing passage in the Quarto is to 
be set only, in the Folio, i. the lines II. ii. 244 — 276, "Let me 
question," to " I am most dreadfully attended," in which Hamlet 
draws out Rosencrantz and Guildenstem, and confirms his evident 
suspicion that their visit to him was not of their own suggestion, 
and in which he declares that " there is nothing either good or bad, 
but thinking makes it so," and says — 

'^ O God, I could be bounded in a nutshell, and count my selfe 
a king of infinite space; were it not that I haue bad 
dreames." .... "A dreame it selfe is but a shadow," &c. 

2. the bit of talk between Hamlet and Horatio before Osric's 
coming, in V. ii. 68 — 81 ("To quit him," to "who comes heere?"), 
which was evidently left out of the Quarto by accident, but which 
contains the line "The interinCs mine, and a mans life's no more." 
These two Folio passages are but little beside the Quarto Soliloquy 
of IV. iv, as regards the character of Hamlet. 

The only other passage special to the Folio, of greater length 
than a line or two,^ is II. ii. 352 — 379 ("How comes it," to "his 
load too"), in which Shakspere, thro Rosencrantz's and Hamlet's 
mouths, has a slap at the rival company of the Children of the 
Queen's Revels at the Blackfriars,^ who, in the Burbages' let-out 
theatre, were taking Shakspere's audience away from the Globe, 
where his and the Burbages' own company playd. 

Against this passage, and the few occasional lines and half-lines 
that belong to the Folio only,^ are to be set the Qo. i. Hamlet's long 

1 This of Laertes is the best : 

Nature is fine in Lone, and where 'tis fine, 

It sends some precious instance of it selfe 

After the thing it loues. IV. v. 161-3. 
• Their license is dated 30 Jan. 1603-4. 

» See the > at pages 15, 32, 35, 36, 40, 42, 5o» 5I» 54» 60, 64, 68, 74, 76^ 
77i 79) ^41 ^5) 95» 96» 98, 99 below, when not marking Stage-directions. 
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§ 1. Q, BETTER THAN jr,. § 2. OMISSIONS OF Q, AND F.. Y 

speech about drunkenness, I. iv. 17 — 38, and his reflection on that 
vice, in which he first warns us how the " ore-growth of some com- 
plexion, the stamp of one defect" will make *' his vertues . . pure as 
grace (and) infinite as man may vndergoe," *' take corruption firom 
that particuler fault . • to his owne ** ruin ; — 2. His reflections on 
'That monster Custom,' III. iv. 160-5, 167 — 170; 3. His denouncing 
of his 'two Schoolefellows ' and his resolve to hoist 'the enginer' 
'with his owne petar,' III. iv. 201-9; 4. much of Hamlet's talk 
with Osric, V. iL 112 — 149; 5. Horatio's likening of the coming 
of the Ghost to the apparitions in Rome "a litde ere the mightiest 
luiius fell," I. i. 108 — 125; 6. Claudius's talk to Laertes on the 
dangers of putting-ofl*, in which Hamlet's character is again aimd at, 
IV. vii. lis — 124; and the other short passages, lines, or words 
starrd on pages 8, 20, 29, 30, 38, 52, 53, 62 (on madness), 67, 68 
(fish, worm, king), 72, 79, 80 (Claudius and Laertes), 81, 94, 95. 
That Quarto 2 of Hamlet is more important than Folio i, both for 
the character of Hamlet and the play itself, is a fact that does not 
admit of question. Follows, that it best represents Shakspere's 
original — which I suppose to be a revision of the first sketch of 
his Hamlet misrepresented by Quarto i, 1603. 

§ 2. That most, if not all, of the omissions of Quarto 2 were 
accidental, and due to the copier or printer, is certain in some cases, 
and almost certain or probable in all. That the most important ' 
omissions from the Folio were due to cuts, made either by Shakspere 
or his fellow-actors, is certain firom the nature of them. The play was 
very long, and the philosophizings of Hamlet on Drunkenness and 
Custom, of Claudius on Delay, of Horatio on Apparitions, would 
naturally be cut out ; while the stage-difficulty of bringing Fortin- 
bras and his army in in IV. iv. is so great, that no modem Manager 
will try it^ And even if the army were but 'four or five most vile 
and ragged foils' in Shakspere's day, the manager of his company 
may well have thought that a fourth Soliloquy from Hamlet was too 

^ Mr Inrinfi^ cuts the scene out One can foreive this more easily than his 
chopping off Uie fifth Act of the Merchant of Venice with its lovely starlight 
scene, and brilliant fun of the ring. 



Ti § 8. ARS ACTS III — V OF Q, MAINLY SHAKSPBB^S OR NOTf 

much of a good thing for an impatient public accustoipd to plays 
lasting for two hours, or a litde more. 

§ 3. Except upon compulsion, I cannot consent to hand over 
to the unknown writer of the unknown old Hamlet so much of the 
plot and detail of Shakspere's play as is involvd in Messrs Clark 
and Wright's supposition that in Qi ''Shakespeare's modifications 
of the [old] Play had not gone much beyond the second Act^" If 
this is the true account of the Hamlet we possess, then let us at 
once confess that — allowing for the evident misrepresentation which 
Qi contains of its original — the credit of three-fifths of the character 
of Hamlet, and about one half of the working out of it, belong to 
the author of the old Hamlet, Let us give up the imposture of 
talking of Shakspere's Hamlet and Hamlet, play and man ; let us 
acknowledge Mr Blank as the true designer of both, and look on 
Shakspere only as his toucher-up and completer. For, what have 
we in Q I after Act II ? Not only* Claudius and Gertrude's interview 
wit?i Guildenstern,Rosencrantz, and Polonius; but Hamlet's mention 
of liis '' speech," and advice to the Players ; his character of Horatio, 
and request to him to mark the King in the one scene that comes 
near the murder of Hamlet's father; Hamlet's calf chaff of Polonius; 

^ Clarendon-Press Hamlet^ 1873, p. x. 

^ I had at first written here ** Ophelia's being set to meet Hamlet — ^from the 
prose Historic — but (the misrepresentation of) Hamlet's ' To be or not to be ; ' 
Ophelia's return of his presents, his reproaches of her — nunnery-doors-shut, face- 
painlings, no-marriages, &c. — her lament over him ; Claudius's assertion that 
Love is not the cause of Hamlet's disease ; Hamlet's sarcasms against Polonius — 
fishmonger, weak hams, crab, &c. — and the latter's * How pregnant his replies 
are' ; the coming of Guildtnstern and Rosencrantz, and Hamlet's forcing theur 
confession that they were sent for ; the coming of the Players ; Hamlet's fresh 
sarcasms against Polonius ; his welcome of the Players ; his getting * the rugged 
Pirrhus ' speech out of one ; his comments on players ; his Hecuba soliloquy, and 
resolve to test Claudius by ' the murder of Gonfago.' " But on sending my proof 
to Mr Aldis Wright in the country, he said it partly misrepresented or misunder- 
stood him ; and I see that I mistook the point at which he ended Act H. of Qi. 
His words include the '* To be or not to be," Act HI. sc. i. of Q2, in Act H. of 
Qi. Granted. But take up the Facsimile of the First Quarto, and read from 
page 34 to the end. See how much of the real Hamlet is in its '' not-much- 
modified " pages, and then think how much of him must have been in his original 
in the first two Acts of the old Revenge Hamlet -get the proportion of what be- 
lougd to him in Acts I. and H. from the proportion of him that exists in the 
sliglitly modified Acts HI, IV, V,— and then ask yourself if you care to give up 
three or four fifths of the Hamlet you know, for the sake of a theory you don't 
need, and which is undoubtedly wrong. 



§ 8. ALL SHAKSPBR^S MAIN UNE8 OF Q, ABB JH Q.. TU 

the dumb show, "myching Mallico," &c. ; the sub-play; its sudden 
break-up ; Hamlet's sarcastic chaff after it, and " i'le take the Ghost's 
word ; " the summons of him to his Mother by Rosencrantz and Guil- 
denstern, and his brilliant exposure of them ; his cloud-and-camel 
chaff of Polonius ; his exhortation to himself to be cruel, not un- 
natural ; Claudius's prayer ; Hamlet's resolve to kill him, and then 
not to do it; Hamlet's interview with his Mother, and killing 
Polonius (from the Historie) \ his reproaches of her, the two pic- 
tures, his cleaving her heart in twain ; the appearance of the Ghost, 
his exhortation to Ifamlet to remember his death, and yet comfort 
his widow; her not seeing the Ghost, and suggesting that it was 
Hamlet's madness; Hamlet's pulse proof that it was not madness; 
his exhortation to his Mother to forbear to-night, and after, his 
Uncle's bed ; his resolve to bury Polonius ; Gertrude's account of 
Hamlet's doings, to Claudius ; the latter's resolve to send him with 
Guildenstern and Rosencrantz to England; Hamlet's report of 
where Polonius's corpse and its 'certaine company of politicke 
wormes are ' ; Claudius's sending Hamlet to England, that his death 
may follow ; the entry of Fortinbras and his Soldiers ; Claudius's 
and Gertrude's talk over Hamlet's departure ; her news of Ophelia's 
madness; Ophelia's entrance and songs; Laertes's coming; his 
denunciation of Claudius, and lament over Ophelia, on the latter's 
second entry; her rue and rosemary, violets, owl, and baker's 
daughter; her Valentine's day, 'And drest the chamber doore,' 
'Yong men will doo't,' &c. ; Laertes's agreement with Claudius; 
Horatio's receipt of Hamlet's letter saying how he'd disposd of 
Guildenstern and Rosencrantz ; Claudius's scheme for the fencing- 
match, and Laertes's adoption of it ; Gertrude's account of Ophelia's 
drowning; the Gravediggers' discussion of her death, with the 
Carpenter and Grave-maker's joke ; the Gravedigger's song ; Ham- 
1 jt's talk with Horatio and him about the lawyer^s scull, the woman's 
grave, the tanner's corpse, Hamlet's father, and his own and Eng- 
lishmen's madness, Yorick, his lips and jests, the lady's painting, 
Alexander's smell and Caesar's clay; Ophelia's funeral; Laertes's 



'Viii § 8. Q., IN ITS MAIN UNES^ 18 aHAKSPBR^a ONLY, 

denouncing of the Priest, and leap into the grave ; Hamlet*s follow- 
ing him and ranting, partial apology, and expression of sorrow to 
Horatio ; Osric's proposal of the fencing-match, with the ' cariages,' 
&c ; Hamlet's acceptance of it^ and foreboding of ill ; his madness- 
apology to Laertes; the match; Gertrude's drinking the poisond 
cup ; Laertes's ' He hit you now ; ' the change of foils (Rapiers), the 
mutual wounds, the Queen's 'the drinke,' and death; Laertes's 
confession, and warning to Hamlet ; Hamlet's killing of the King, 
and forgiveness of Laertes ; his charge to Horatio to forego self- 
slaughter, and live to clear his memory ; then Hamlet's death ; For- 
tinbras's arrival ; Horatio's demand for a scaffold that he may tell the 
story of the tragedy ; and Fortinbras's charge to bear Hamlet to his 
grave, " For he was likely, bad he lined. To a prou'd most royall." 

Now, I ask, is all this due to the author of the old Hamlets 
Are the conception, the design and 'lines,' the incidents and charac- 
ters after Act II, which the misrepresentation of Qi necessitates in 
its original, — are all these to be set down to the unknown Maker 
of the old Hamlet f Is he the author of the continual Shaksperean 
thoughts and words throughout Qi, after Act II f Is Shakspere in- 
debted to Aim for his Hamld^ far more than he was to the author of 
the Trovblesome Raigne for his King John 9 Is Shakspere the creator 
of the Hamlet we know, or only his painter and glazier? I, for one, 
decline to believe, on present evidence, in the overwhelming debt 
that Shakspere would owe to Mr Unknown, if the original of Qi, 
after Act II, were his, or mainly his, and not, in design and thought, 
almost wholly Shakspere's own.^ I refuse to recognize any other 
light but that of Shakspere's genius shining through the horn and 
wires of the dull lantern of Qi. I believe that the opposite view 
has arisen from its holders having just compard the words, and not 
the thoughts, of Qi as it stands, with Q2, without having tried to 
re-create the real original that the botchery and manglings of Qi 

t Dr Br. Nicholson has well said cf the suggestion that the ''cinkapase of 
leasts" and ''wanne clowne" lines in Qi (p. 36-7) were taken from the older 
Hamlet, ** This is merely an unsupported and ... a ludicrous attempt at explain- 
ing their after absence. There is not the slightest authority, proo( or probability 
for this view" {AT. SA. Sac. Trans, i8&>, p. 49). 



§ 3. "HARDLT a TBAOB of 8HAKB8PEARB " INDEBD/ ix 

• • 

represent In that original I see, or believe I do, Shakspere's first 
conception and ' lines * of his immortal play ; a conception founded 
on the prose story and the old drama, but owing to them nothing 
but some material. 

The Old'Ifamleteis either refuse to see, or are too blinded by 
their theory to see, that the question is one to be decided mainly by 
conception of character^; and accordingly the Cambridge editors 
put forth with the utmost serenity the assertion that "in the First, 
Third, and Fourth Scenes [of Act III. in Qi] there is hardly a trace 
of Shakespeare*/' You turn to your Qi Facsimile, pp. 43-7, 57-66, 
and you find, tho often in misreported words, a// the main lines of 
Shakspere's deathless creations of Hamlet, Claudius, Ophelia, Ger- 
trude, in the same scenes of the completed play. What ! hardly a 
trace of Shakspere in the conceptions and thoughts of Hamlet in his 
actors-speech, Horatio's character, jokes after the play? None in that 
sublime picture of the penitence of Claudius? None in the imagination 
penetrant that made Hamlet refuse to kill him ? None in the irony 
and pathos of the interview with Ophelia ? None in her son's wringing 
of Gertrude's heart ? Good heavens ! The pages are alive with Shak- 
spere. His mind and art, and none but his, designd the characters 
and inspired the thoughts, there set down in faltering words, mistaken 
phrase ; the voice is Jacob's voice, tho the hands are Esau's. Let every- 
body with eyes, ears, and brains read the pages, and judge for himself.' 

1 I do not admit that the "great mystery " is settled by shouting that it is, and 
holding up an accidentally coinciding " sallied " on the prongs of a dung-fork. 

' Clarendon Press Hamlet, Preface, p. x. The assertion above almost equals 
Mr Hudson's statement that when Hamlet (among other things) accepted Clau- 
dius's proposd fencing-match with Laertes, he was " consciously doing the best 
that can be done in his situation" to revenge his father's murder. School 
HanUety 1879, p. 27. 

> I find that this "hardly a trace of Shakespeare " comes naturally from the 
writer who sneers at "sign-post criticism," and holds that the function of the 
^ucator of young folk in Snakspere is simply to look out words for them in 
Cotgrave, &c. (which they could quite easily do for themselves), and not to help 
them in the higher part of their work, the appreciation of Shakspere's character- 
ization and dramatic and poetic power (Clarendon Press Lear^ p. xviii). Men 
who dub our school the ' sign-post ' one, who write inane and feeble allegories to 
show that labourers at Shakspere should remain mere labourers, and never strive 
to become gardeners, much less, scientific botanists {Mem» on Hamlety p. 75), 
must not be surprisd if we call their school the " woodenhead " one, and treat it 
with the contempt it deserves, when it steps outside the province which it has 



X § 4. WHY 8HAKSPBRB RBYISD HIS FIRST 8KBT0H OF HAMLST. 

But '' the work of Shakespeare [is mixt] with that of an inferior 
artist" Of course, with that of the several misreporters from whose 
notes or fancies Qi was got together; but even these don't so 
obscure Shakspere's design — of his first sketch — of his play and its 
characters, that it can't be seen and recognizd as his. 

§ 4. That Qi does represent, or misrepresent, Shakspere's first 
sketch of his great Play I still believe. While admitting that the 
''vital changes of character,^ name, scene, speech and phrase" which I 
named in Qi Forewords, pp. v-yi, ptqy possibly be due to Shakspere's 
misreporters, I hold that they are not The conception of HamUt 
is essentially one of Shakspere's Third Period. Before 160 1-2 the 
subject would not have taken real hold of him. When it did, he 
(in my belief) wrote his first Hamlet^ — on his own lines, and not on 
those of the old Henslowe or "Revenge" Hamlet — ^The blurrd 
image of that first Hamlet we have in Qi. The play was acted, 
and laid aside. Then in 1603 came James I. with his Danish 
Queen, and appointed Shakspere's company " The King's Players." 
On March 15, 1603-4, Shakspere himself — clad perchance in the 
4^ yards of red cloth given him for the occasion^ — may have 
witnesst " The Magnificent Entertainment : Giuen to King lames^ 
'Queen Anne his Wife, and Henry Frederick the Prince, vpon the 
day of his Maiesties Tryumphant Passage (from the Tower) through 
his Honourable Citie (and Chamber) of London,"' for which 
Dekker and Ben Jonson wrote the speeches and Device-Poems, 
and for which 
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close to the side of [5. Mildreds Church in the Poulterie^ a 
Scaffold was erected ; where (at the Citties cost) to delight 
the Queene with her owne country Musicke, nine Trumpets, 
and a Kettle Drum, did very sprightly and actiuely sound 
the Danish march^ * 

wisely declared that it is alone fit for. Apd I say this while yielding to no one 
in respect and gratitude for the admirably careful work of the leading members 
of the Labourer or Woodenhead school in their own province. 

^ I ought to have noted too the leaving out of Claudius's ''adulterous fault/' 
Ql, p. 43, in his repentance-speech. * N, Sh, Sac, Tram, 1877-9, p. i6*. 

* Dekker's fVorJb, 1873, 1. 267. — Arber*s Transcript, iiL 258. 

* That the Trumpets and Drums playd it between V. il. 235-6 of HamUf, 
Q2, p. 95, I do not doubt. 



§ 4. THB OHANOES MADB IN Q, BT 8HAKSPERB. xi 

So a Danish play would have been in place in 1604,^ after the 
plague had ceast^; and even if Shakspere's own genius had not 
made him re-workT his first Hamlet, his fellows' demands would have 
made his Company revive his play, and Nicholas Ling would have 
been eager to publish it. How admirably the work was done, in 
outcutting, inputting, developing, and refining, every reader of Qi 
realises for himself as he goes thro it, and compares it with his 
knowledge of the.receivd text from Q2 and Fi : I need not set 
down all the itemjjf here. But some must be notist. 

First, the chs^ljge of the names Corambis and Montano into 
Polonius and Reyiialdo, which has so puzzled a late critic (if he may 
be so calld) that he has declard it ''inexplicable," though "we 
regard the edition of 1603 as a first sketch'." But few readers can 
be so dense as not to see that, on revising his first sketch, Shakspere 
may have fancied one pair of names better than the other, and that 
when, in 1604, he was probably writing Othello, in which he used 
the name Montano, he'd be sure to take it out ot Hamlet.^ 

2, The markt cutting out of the sneers at the Clown in III. ii, 
sc. ix, 1. 33-43 of Qi. These seem aimd at some special Clown ; 
doubtless the clown of Shakspere's company. Will Kemp, a known 
extemporiser and grimacer (p. xvii). Kemp had left the company, 
and gone abroad. He had retumd by Sept. i6oi (Sloane MS. 414, 

^ I believe in occasions for plays, as Essex's 1 601 rebellion and fate for 
yulius Casar, and James Ts witchcraft notions for Macbeth. 

' The Council's letter to the Lord Mayor of London, and the Magistrates of 
Middlesex and Surrey, directing them to allow the King's (Shakspere's), Queen's 
and Prince's Companies " publicklie to exercise their plaies in their several! usuall 
howses," is dated April 9, 1604. Leopold Sh. Introd, ^, evil. 

» Memoranda on Hamlei, p. 30. 

' He also put-in Francisco and Bernardo for the *2 Centinels' of Qi, and 
Osric for its • braggart Gentleman *. I have alreadv (p. vii, Qi) quoted one of 
the Montano lines as special to Qi, and claimd the passage it belongs to as 
Shakspere's. Here it is, with the Q2 and Fi lines after it :-^ 

Enter Corambis^ and Montano, 

Cor, Montanoy here, these letters to my sonne, 

And this same mony with my blessing to him, 

And bid him ply his learning good Montano. 

Q2. (p. 20). Enter old Pofonim^ with his man or two, 
[Fl. (p. 259). Enter PolomuSy and Keynoldo,\ 
Q2. Pol, Giue him this money, and these notes Reynaldo, 
[Fi. P^4nu Giue him his money, and these notes Reynoldo,"] 
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Xii § 4. CHAHOE OF CLOWN-ALLUSIONS, AND OF CHARAOTSBS IN Q^ 

leaf 56), and by the winter of i6oa had rejoind the company.^ 
Staunton, Nicholson and others have believd that Kemp was hit at 
in Qi. He may well have been ; but when the 1601, or early i6oa, 
play was revisd in 1604, and Kemp was dead, or had again a fellow- 
ship in their ay of players, the sneers would naturally go out As 
naturally, the sneers against the ''ayrie of Children, litde Yases" 
would be brought in, against the newly licenst Revels-Children at 
Blackfriars, tho— by some accident due to copier or printer, or more 
probably some fear of Ling or Shakspere's Company that the sneers 
might lead to trouble with the Lord Chamberlain— the cut at the 
Children did not appear till the Folio of 1(23. Of the 'dnkapase' 
and ' warme Clowne ' lines, Dr Nicholson says, '' so far as ray poor 
knowledge of style goes, they [or the lines they represent] are Shake- 
speare's." That is what I have always said. And that Shakspere 
cut out of his first Sketch the original of these lines, and wrote those 
in Qa and Fi for them, I do not doubt. (See p. xv below.) 

3. The changes of character firom Qi to Qa. The main ones I 
have mentiond in my Forewords to Qi and alluded to above. But 
this subject is so capitally treated by Mr C. H. Herford, in his forth- 
coming Harness Prize-Essay for 1880, on t^ First Quarto of Hamlet, 
(Smith and Elder,) that I need only refer to his words, and quote a 
few of them. Of those differences between Qi and Qa "which 
arise firom a changed dramatic intention, a modification in the 
design, as well as an improvement in the drawing of a character," 
Mr Herford says : — 

" Scarcely one of the principal actors is without some feature 
which deviates from the more consummate limning of Qa, and yet is 
such as only the studious pencil . . could produce. To begin with 

L The Quern, Her fundamentally different attitude towards 
Claudius has often been pointed out The veil which in Qa is 
studiously made to conceal the precise measure of her complicity in 
the murder, is abruptly rent in the earlier version. She pointedly 
declares 

I sweare by heaven 
I never knew of this most horrid murder (xi. 92, 3). 

1 See Dr Nicholson's Paper in N. SK Soc, Trans. 1880-2, part i, and the 
Return from Parnassus^ IV. v. 



§ 4. SHAKSPBRE^S Q, CHANOES OF CHARACTERS IN Q^. xlii 

In Q2, Hamlet . . can exact merely the passive comradeship of 
silence and modesty, not the active complicity of contrivance and 
daring" (that he does in Qi), in which "in various ways a more 
intimate relation is suggested between Hamlet and his mother. 
She is more closely bound to him in afiectioni and the moral gulf 
which parts them is less profound. 

II. T^ King, . . The first Quarte exhibits him in various 
respects deficient in the majesty which . . unquestionably clothes 
him in the second. . . The guilt of the King is distinctly greater 
in Qi. . . . Upon the whole, the King of the later version is, by 
a variety of refined touches . . . enlarged in kingly dignity and ele- 
vation. . . He falls more short of the complete hypocrite, condescends 
with more difficulty and restraint to practise cunning kindness where 
he hates ; has less low-bred facility in playing a false part, and betrays 
himself more readily by the laboured ingenuity of his language. These 
are touches of the high art which allows no contrast to be too absolute; 
which relieves the unvaried shadows of the younger painter with subtle 
half-lights, and tones down his glaring whites with delicate shade. 

III. Hamlet . . Consider the heightened reserve which in Q2 
belongs to his relation to Claudius . . (the change of) Hamlet's 
mental attitude towards the supernatural. The mystery of Hamlet's 
hesitation has been . . found in theological doubt. Such ground as 
there is for (this) view is found certainly in the later rather than in 
the earlier version. . . Quite typical is the substitution for 

**For in that sleep of death what dreams may come," in Q2, of 
this in Qi : " For in that dream of death when we arvake" 

To the later Hamlet the future world lies, in truth, in the uncer- 
tain light of dreams : his predecessor imagines it with the greater 
realism of the waking world. Very significant, from this point of 
view, are the two lines omitted in Q2 : — 

And borne before an everlasting judge 

at whose sight 

The happy smile, & the accursed [are] damn'd. 

In the ' dream ' light of Q2 these suggestions of a theological scheme 
are barely hinted at as ''' the dread of something after death," and 
the " other ills we know not of.*' . . . One other passage bears a 
similar note. His dying words in Qi — * heaven receive my soule * — 
are replaced in Q2 by that brief sentence, * the rest is silence '. . . . 

In the second place there are in Qi traces slight yet distinct 
of that Hamblet ot Saxo and the Hystorie^ who is at least as much 
concerned to recover his inheritance as to avenge his father. . . — In 
the third place, the keen susceptibility of conscience which marks 
Hamlet in both versions, is in the latter exalted in a few passages 
into an almost feminine tenderness of heart" 



Xiv § 4. Q, CUTS OUT OB ALTSBS POETIC PASSAOES IN Q^ 

Passing over Mr Herford's remarks on the diminution in Qa of 
extravagances of Hamlet's thought in Qi, the increase of his pro- 
found contemplativeness, the lessening of his apparent madness, the 
improvement of dramatic propriety in action and speech in Q2, and 
in the structure of the play, I take a few words of Mr Herford's on 
** the changes which are rather poetical than dramatic " : — 

"There are numerous verses in Qi which, though omitted or 
altered in Q2, are of a beauty beyond the capacity of a printer's 
hack, and which connect the context by a perfectly natural link, 
yet such as no one of rude taste would think of supplying if he did 
not find it. Here and there Q2 omits a line of a somewhat too 
daring fancy ... 

The Jewell that adom'd his features most 

Is filch'd and stolen away : his wit's bereft him. V. 40. 

. . . parts away 
Silent as is the midtime of the night V. 49. . . . 

The following is of a bolder type^ not unlike the early vein of 
Shakspere's fancy — 

Laertes: — awhile I strive 

To bury quiet within a tomb of wrath 
Which once unhearsed, all the world shall hear 
Laertes had a father he held dear." 

The evidence from the changes of single words is to the same 
effect. For these, and arguments from other grounds, I refer again 
to Mr Herford's able Essay. And I hope the reader of it will 
conclude with me, — and Mr H.'s main argument, against his later 
concession (unexpected and unneeded, as I think), — that Q2 is a 
revision by Shakspere of his original draft of the play represented, 
or misrepresented, by Qi.^ 

§ 5. It is a litde odd — or rather, it is quite consistent with our 
opponents' usual perversity — that the relation of Qi to Fi should 
be taken to establish the proof that Qi was not a first sketch, when, 

^ <'It is unfortunate that the aesthetic feeling which will chiefly influence a 
man in his appreciation of a work of art, should be precisely that one which is 
least communicable. To believe that the first quarto is an early sketch, appears 
to me an overwhelming necessity." W. H. Widgery, Harness Prize-Essay on 
Hamld Qi, 1880. 



§ 6. Q. AND D*,. REASONS FOR CHANGS OF CHILD-ACTOR UNKS, ZY 

lookt at fairly, it demonstrates that Qi does represent that first 
sketch. For, allowing for mutual omissions, Fi and Q2 are one. 

The chief passage in question is that about the child^ctors. 
And 1 say that the words in Qi may fairly be tak^n to represent 
the shortly-exprest opinion of Shakspere when the child-actor 
nuisance (as he and his company would think it) was in its earlier 
stage in 1601-2. By 1604 it had developt; a license had been 
granted to a new set, the Queen's Revels' Children, to play at the 
Blackfriars, — 'twas adding insult to injury to have them there, — and 
Shakspere accordingly, in 1604, broke out into the long and special 
complaint printed in the Folio of 1623, but written, I believe, for 
the revisd text of 1604, tho left out of the print of it by design ^ or 
accident. Here is the 1601-2 passage, and part of the 1604 one, 
from Q2 and the Folio : — 

Qi, 1603. Shaksperis first Sketch, Q^^ido^i part of Shaksperis Recast, 

Ham, How comes it that they trauell. Ham, How chances it they trauaile ? 

their residence both in reputation, and 
profit was better both waves. 

Ros, I thinke their inhibition, comes 
by the meanes of the late innouasion.' 
Do they grow restie ? Ham, Doe they hold the same estim- 

Gil, No my Lord, their reputation ation they did when I was in the Citly ; 
holds as it was wont are they so followed 

Ros, '. No indeede are they not 

[Rest of Shakspere* s Recast, i^o^l^ 
printed 1623.] 

Ham, How then ? Ham, How comes it ? doe they grow 

Gil, Yfaith my Lord, noueltie car- rusty? 

ries it away, Rosin. Nay, their indeavour keepes 

For the principal! piiblike audience that in the wonted pace ; But there is Sir 

Came to them, are turned to priuate an ayrie of Children, little Yases, that 

playes, crye out on the top of question ; and 

And to the humour of children. are most tjrranically clap't fort't : these 



^ I believe in the design, as, the Children being the Queen's, the Kifag's 
Players misht well not wish their cuts at their rivals to be in print 

^ The License to the Revels' Children, 30 Jan. 1603-4, ^o pI^X ^t the Bur? 
bages* Theatre, the Blackfriars, which ** was leased out to one Evans, that first 
sett up the boyes commonly called the QueeneS Majesties Children of the Chap- 
pell.** But when the Burbages afterwards bought back their lease, they placed 
there "men players, which were Hemings, Condall, Shakspere,** &c. — The 
Burbage family's Memorial to the Lord Chamberlain in 1635, in my Gervinus 
Introduction, p. xxxviii, note 3 — and so stopt the Children nuisance, at the 
Blackfriars at least. 



ZVi § 6. LINES IN Q, AND F^ BUT DROPT OUT OF Q^ 

are now the fashion, and so be-ratled 
the common Stages (so they call them) 
that many wearing Rapiers, are aflfraide 
of Goose-quils, and dare scarse come 
thither. 

Ham. What are they Children ? Who 
maintains 'em ? How are they escoted ? 
[and soon as m tAg rectivd text^ up to 
IL iL 380]. 
Hani, Do the Boyes carry it away? 
Rossm, I that they do my Lord, 
Hercules and his load too. 
Ham, I doe not greatly wonder of it, [^, again.] Ham, It is not very 
For those that womd make mops and strange, for my Vncle is King of Den- 
moes marke, and those that would make 

At my vnde. . • Qi, ix« 71-So^ p. 3a mouths at him while my father liued, 

&c [Q2, p. 37 ; Fi, p. 262-3.] 

The next important lines are the following, which our opponents, 
mistaking the value of an often-happening accident, the leaving-out 
of a line, rashly fancy prove that Qi is not a first sketch : — 

Qi, 1603. Q2^ accidentally having Fi^with the left-out linein, 

out a line. 

The loner shall sigh gratis The Louer shall not sigh the Louer shall not sigh 

The downe shaU make gratis, the humorus Man gratis^ the humorous 

them lau||h shall end his part in man shall end his part 

That are tickled in the in peace: the Clowne 

lungs, or the blanke shah make those laugh 

vei^ shall halt for't, whose lungs are tickled 

And the Lady shall luiue peace, and the Lady a' th* sere: and the Lady 

leaue to speake her shall say her roinde free- shall say her minde free- 

minde freely, vii. 85-8, Iv ; or the black verse ly ; or the blanke Verse 

p. 30. shall hault for't. What shall halt for't : what 

players are they. IL ii. Players are they? — p. 

33S-9» ?• 3^' 262, coL 2. 



Cor. The king rises, lights Oph, The King rises. Ophe. The King rises, 

hoe. Exeunt King Ham, What, frighted with 
and Lordes, false fire. 

Ham. What, frighted with Quee, How fares my Lord? Qu, How fares my Lord ? 

frdse fires? Fol, Giue ore the play. Pol, Giue o're the Play. 

King, Giueme some light, King, (i^iue me some Light. 

awav. Away, 

Pol. Lignts, lights, lights. All, I^ights, Lights, Lights. 
Exeunt all but Ham, Exeunt, Manet Hani' 

dr* Horatio. let 6h Horatio. 

Then let the stricken deere Ham, Why let thestrooKcn Ham, Why let the strucken 
goeweepe. ix. 175-6, Deere goeweepe. HL Deere go weepe.— p. 

p. 41. ii. 277 — 282, p. 54. 268, col 2. 

Isn't it perfectly clear that Q2 has, in both cases, — as it so often 
has, in V. il 251, and nos. on p. iv — accidentally left out a line that 



% 6. Q^ A FIRST SKETCH. § 6. THIS KDITION. SOTE ON WILL KEMP, XVU 

was both in the First Sketch of 1601-2 (pr. 1603) and the Recast of 
1604, Q2, which line is preservd in the Folio printed from the Play- 
copy of the 1604 MS.^? I conclude then, that the relation of Qi 
to the Folio, as well as to Q2, and the deliberate changes afterwards 
made in names and characters, in the dramatic structure of the 
play, in the greater refinement of persons, the greater depth of 
thought, the higher poetic beauty, all join in proving that Qi 
represents, or misrepresents, Shakspere's First Sketch of Hamlet 

§ 6. The following Facsimile of Qa is from the Duke of Devon- 
shire's copy of the original. All the Duke's Kemble Quartos have, 
I believe, had their pages cut down and mounted, which accounts 
for some of the headlines (p. 77), catchwords (pp. 78, 38), and 
signatures (p. 36) being cut off. The numbers outside the rules 
are those of Act, scene, and line, in the Globe edition. Those lines 
in Q2 and not in Fi are starrd (*) ; those Qa lines that are alterd in 
Fi are daggerd (t). When Qa has not i or more lines that are in 
Qi, a > is put at the point where they are wanting. I meant to 
have markt near the inside rules the scene and line-nos. of Qi, and 
distinguisht all the fresh and alterd lines, but the proofs I expected 
did not come to me for the purpose. 



Nate on Will Kemp^ p. xL Chalmers, in his * Farther Account 
of the Early English Stage,' Variorum Sh. 182 1, iii. 490, believes 
that Kempe died of the plague in 1603, and was buried at St. 
Saviour's Southwark : '^ 1603, November 2d. William Kempe, a 
man " was buried, as the parish Register says. Of Kempe's character, 
Chalmers says that he, 

"like Tarleton, gained celebrity, by his extempcral wit ; whilst, 
like other downs, Kempe raised many a roar by making faces ^ and 
mouths of all sorts} " [Compare "blabbering with his lips," Qi, ix. 

^ See more striking instances overleaC 

' " In the Cambridge comedy, called The Return fixmi Pamassns, Keinpe is 
introduced personally, and made to say : " I was once at a Comedy in Cfam- 
bridge, and there I saw a parasite make faces and mcuihs of all sorts^ ON THIS 
Fashion.*' — The Cambridge wit, we see, considered Kempe as a proper comedian 
to raise laughter bv making mouths im this fashion, Wnen Burbadge has in- 
structed a student now to act properly, and tells him : — " Yon will do well after 
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ZYUl THE ACCIDKVTAl OMISiSIOifS OF Q^ 

39, p. 37.] ". . . . He appears, from the quarto plays of Shakspeare 
to have been the original performer of Peter in Romeo and Juliet^ 
^^ '595 \ and of Dogberry in Much Ado About Nothing^ in 1600." 

(Mr J. P. Collier {Livts of Actors^ P- 117) has, I am told, quoted 
evidence from some City-archives that Kemjpe was alive in 1605, but 
whether Dr Ingleby, &c.,have examind the document, I do not know.) 



Note to p. xvi, xviL The accidental omissions of Q2. Mr P. A. 
Daniel reminds me to quote these instances, in which the eye of the 
copier of Q2, as he workt on, or its printer, caught the second 
Rocoueries and Armes instead of the first : 

Shaksper^s MS. as copied far Ft, Q2, wUh a line acciJentalfy left out, 

. with his . . Fines, his double Vouchers, with his . . fines, his double vouchers, 

his Recoueries : Is this the fine of his his recoueries 

Fines, and the reCouery of his Recou- [no gap in Qi] 

eries, to haue his fine Pate full of fine to haue his fine pate full of fine 

Dirt?— V. i. 114. [Fol. p. 277, col. 2.] durt p. 85. 

Clo, He was the first that euer bore Clowne, A was the first that euer bore 
Armes. Armes. 

OfAer, Why he had none. 

Clo, What, ar*t a Heathen ? how r^^ ^^. . >^^, 

dost thou vnderstand the Scripture? inoiaptn^zj 

the Scripture sayes Adam dig'd ; could 

hee digge without Armes ? lie put an- He nut an- 

other question to thee ... V. 1. 37 — other question to thee ... p. 04. 
53. Fol. p. 277, col. I. 

Mr Daniel kindly sends me four more of the eight passages not 
found in Q2, but which he and I ''believe to have been omitted from 
that version, and not added in Fi." 

" 5. II. ii. 215-16. " I will leave him, and suddenly contrive the 
means of meeting between him and my daughter." The words under- 
lined are not found in Q2, but it seems clear that they were acci- 
dentally omitted ; their absence destroys the sense of the passage by 
making Polonius say that he will leave Hamlet with Ofelia when 
Ofelia is not present. The copyist or compositor jumped from the 
first him to the second, and missed the words between them. 

a while ; " Kempe takes up the student thus : '' Now for you ; methinks you 
should belong to my tiiition ; and your facet methinks, would be good for a foolish 
mayor, ox 9. foolish justice of peace : mark me,** And then, Kempe goes on, to 
represent 2l foolish mayor; making y2if^, for the instruction of the student." 



IM 



THK ACCIDBNTAL OMISSIONS OF Q,. XIX 

6. II. ii. 244 — 276. Thirty-three lines absent here, from "/>/ 
me question more** to '*/ am most dreadfully attended** I take this 
to be an omission on the part of Q2 ; but I can't prove it. Hamlet 
compares Denmark to a prison, etc. It seems all one with the rest 
of the discourse between him and Ros, and Guil, 

7. IV. ii. 32-33. ^^ Hide foXy and all after.*' I^ast words of the 
scene. Quite possibly a litde accidental omission on the part of Q2. 

8. V. ii. 68 — 80. Thirteen lines absent. Hamlet is made 
thereby to break his speech in the middle of a sentence, so that the 
first part becomes meaningless. As this part then — Hnes 68 to 70— 
can only be accounted for as an accidental omission on the part of 
Q2, so may all the other absent lines — 7 1 to 80— of this passage. 

These eight passages [four//«x the 'sere,* child-actors, 'armes' 
and ' Recoueries ' bits] comprise all that is absent from the Q2y 
some 85 lines in all. 

The omissions in the Folio, counting only passages o/more than 
one line, amount to 218 lines — omissions of a word or a word or 
two, sometimes absolutely necessary to the sense, are extremely 
numerous." 

The more the matter is gone into, the more plaia will it be that 
no argument against the first Sketch of Hamlet can be drawn from 
Fi ', and the more clear will it be that Q2 and Fi are copies from 
one original, the revised MS. of 1604. 



1 The main instances in Mr HII.-Phillipps*s oddly patchy and dodge-about 
Memoranda on Hamlet, are dealt with on p. xvi, and ix note I, above. P.S. My 
attention having been only just calld to the same writer's assertion that the /of 
Shakspere*s thira signature to his Will is " the well-known and accepted contrac- 
tion for es. There cannot be a doubt on this point'' : I say at once that this 
statement is sheer nonsense. As in the second signature to his Will, Shakspere 
ran his k into his long straight f, and made a loopt top to it, so in his tnird 
signature he ran his k into his long curvd /which he us'd in the signature to his 
Blackfriars mortgage, and made it look, to hasty, untraind men, somethin|; like 
one of the forms of the contraction for final es. But no real manuscript man could 
be taken-in by such a fonn, which, if genuine, would turn the signature into our 
" WiUiam Shakes pear," " the pear of WUliam Shak." 
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LIST OF THB CHABA0TRR8 IN Q, AND Q^ 



Characters in the Second Quarto of 

Hamlet, 1604, 

m ike order qf their Afpeanmce. 

Barnardo and Francisco, two Cen- 

tinels, p. 2, II. 
Horatio, p. 2, i i, 18, 23, 48, 71, 77, 85, 
Makcellus, p. 2, II, 18, 23. [90. 
Ghost (of Hamlet's Father), p. 3, 5, 

19, 20, 25, 63. 
Claudius, King of Denmarke, p. 7, 

29, 42. 49, 57. 66, 72, 78, 88. 95- 
Gertrad the Queene, p. 7, 29, 42, 

49, 60, 66, 71, 82, 88, 95. 
Counsaile: 
PoLONius, p. 7. 15. 26, 30, 37, 42, 

48, 49. 55. 58. 60. 
His Sonne Laertes, p. 7, 24, 74, 

78, 88, 95. 
Hamlet, p. 7, 18, 20^ 34, 44, 47, 

59, 60, 68,. 70, 85, 9a 
Others, p. 7 (see 42, 67, 68, 70, 74, 
77. 89, 95), including Cornelius, 
and Voltemand, p. 31. 
Ophelia, Laertes Sister, p. 24, 28, 
42, 49, 71 (mad), 75, 88 (a corpse). 
Polonius's 'man or two', including 

Reynaldo, p. 26. 
RosENCRAUS and Guyldensi*ernb, 
p. 29, 35, 42, 48, 50^ 55, 57, 66, 68, 
The Trumpets, p. 30. [7a 

The Players, p. 38, 56; Three of 
them,' p. 47 ; 
A Dumhe Show: a King and a 
Queene, and an other man, p. 51. 
Prologue; King and Queene; p. 51. 
LuciANUS, p. 53. 
Lords, p. 42 (see p. 67, 68, 70, 74, 77, 

89, 95)- 
Trumpets and Kettle Drummes, p. 49, 

and Officers, p. 95. 

Fortinbrasse with his Army, and a 

Captain, p. 70; with foure Captaines, 
A Gentleman, p. 71, 77. [p. 99. 

A Messenger, p. 74, 79. 
Two CloWnes [Grave-diggers], p. 83. 
Doctor : a churlish Priest, p. 88. 
A Courtier, young Ostricke (p. 94), 

p. 92, 99. 
A Lord, p. 94. 
The Embassadors from England, p. 99. 

(Onty the first entry of every Character in each Scene is set dawn.) 

* There is no need to make the Actors in the Sub-play the same as those in the ' Dumbe 
Shew.* A travelling company might well have had 7 Actors, in it ; more probably 7 than 4, in 
Shakspere's day. 

" ? Other than the two Lordes, Rossencraft and Gilderstone, of p. 34 : cp. p. 59. 

3 This implies that there were more than 3 : 3 were in the Dumb Snow, 4 in the Sub-Play. 
Allow 5 or 7 for the Company travelling. 



Characters in the First Quarto of 

Hamlet, 1603, 

in the order qf their Appearance, 

Two Centinels : the second, Barnardo, 

p. 2. 
Horatio, p. 2, 8, 13, 18, 37, 53, 56, 
Marcellus, p. 2, 8, 13, 18. [6a 
Ghost (of Hamlet's Father), p. 3, 5, 

14, 15, 19, 4$. 
The King, p. 6, 22, 28, 34, 37, 43, 49, 

54. 59, 62. 
The Queene, p. 6, 22, 34, 37, 44, 49, 
53, 59, 62. 

Hamlet, p. 6, 13, 15, 25, 28, 36, 43, 

44, 47, 56, 6a 
Lbartes, p. 6, II, 50, 54^ 59, 62. 

CORAMBIS, p. 6, 12, 20, 22, 28, 30, 

35, 37, 42, 44. 

The two Ambassadors, Cornelia, 
VoLTEMAR (calld 'Gent.'), p. 6, 23. 
Voltemar only, p. 64. 

Ofelia, p. II 21, 22, 38, 49, 51, 59 
(in her coffin). 

MoNTANO, p. 20. 

Rossencraft and Gilderstone, p. 
22, 29, 34 (the ' Lordes ', and at 47), 

41, 47. ^ „ 

Players, p. 31, 36, 3& 

A Dumhe Shew, the King and the 
Queene . . Then Lucianus, p . 38. 
The Prologue, p. 38. 
The Duke and Dutchesse,^ p. 38. 
Murderer,^ p. 4a 
Other Lords,' p. 37, 59, 62. 



Fortenbrasse, Drumme and Soul- 
diers, p. 49, (with his Traine) 64. 



Clowne and an other [the 2 Grave- 
diggers], p. 55. 
A Bragart Gentleman, p. 60. 



The Ambassadors from England, p. 64. 
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The Tragedie of 

HAMLET 

Trince o/Denmarl^. 

S^r. T 7"T rHofe there? 

Fr-m \/ \/ Nayanfwereme.StandandriiroIdeyourrdire. 

£dr. ' " Long liuc the King, 

Frmt. Bttrmeii!, 

hdr. Heff. 

Fm». You come moft catefullf vpon your fionre, 

^. Tij now flrooke twelfe, gel thee to htAftM^ut 

TtM. For this relieremuchthanksi lit bitter coldj 

Andl am fick at hart, 
B*T. Haueyouhadqaieeguard^ 
Trtfi, Notamoufcniriing. 
Biv, Well, good night : 

iryoudoemeereffe-itrwandMitrceibf, 

Theriualls of my watch, bid them make had 
BUtrHmttUtOidTamfUm. 
Trm. IthinkeIhcarethem,flaadhOt(rhoisthcre!r 
VorA. Friends to thii^round, 
"Mter, AndLeedgementotheDane, 
Fr«r, Giueyou good night. 

7A*t. O, fanvell honenTouIdieni who hath teiieu'd yoaV 
Fr«f. AtrnMrribhachmyplaceigiueyDD goodnight. Ex^Ftm. 
B, Ma-. 
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The TugeJiie ofHmltt 

l^dr. Holla, JftmWtf. 
Bdf. Say»whatis»r4rfbtbere!f 
Htrd. A pceccof him. 

B^. Welcome ar4ij0,wdcome good ^4ir«0!M, 
BffTd. Whar» ha*s this thing appeard againe to night t 
Bdr. I hauefeene nothing. 
7/ldt. JMr^ri^faiestisbutomfantadej 
And will not lee beliefe take holde ofhim. 
Touching this dreaded fight twice feene of vSi 
Therefore I haue intreated him along. 
With vs to watch the minuts of this nighty 
That if againe this apparifion come, 
He may apmrooue our eyes and fpeake to ic 
yar4. Tuih, tu(h, twill not appeare. 
Bif. Sttdowneawhile, 
And let vs once againe aflaile your eares^ * 
That are fo fortified a^ainft our flory. 
What we haue two nights feene. 

Wrd. WdUfitwedowne, 
And let vs heare Bi<y7Mri£) (peake of this. 

B4T. Laft night of all. 
When yond fame ftarre thats weafiward from the pole^ 
Had made his courfe t'lllume that partof heauen 
Where now it bumes. 2^4rc^ and my (elfe 
The bell then beating one. 

EnterGioft 
2f4r. Peace, breake thee of. looke where it comes againe. 
Bar. In the fame figure Uke the King thats dead. 
TAir. Thou art a fcholler » fpeake to it Thrath. 
Bar. LookesanotliketheiCingf markeitHir4rj(9. 
Ibrd. Mod liket it horrowes me with feare and wonder. 
Bar. Itwouldbefpoketa 
Mir. Speake to it Hdraiw 

Hora. What art thou that vlurpft this time of night. 
Together with that faire and warUke forme. 
In which the Maieftie of buried Denmarke 
Did foractimes march, by heauen I charge thee fpeake. 
^4r. It is offended. 
Bar. Seeitftaukesaway. , 
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Prince ofDenmarJ^. 

Ibrd. Stay, fpeake> fpeakei I charge thee fpeake. txk Chfi. 
Mar. Tis gone and will not anfwere. 
Bdr. HownowJFbritfftf, you tremble and looke pale, 
Is not this fomthing morcthen phantafie ^ 
What thinkc you-ont f 

Ikrd. Before my God I might not this belieue^ 
Without the fencible and true auouch 
Ofmineowne des. 
Tddf. h it not like the Kin » i 
OriC As thou art to thy feUe. 
Such was the verv Armor he had on. 
When he the ambitiousNarw^y combated» 
So frownd he once^ when in an angry parte 
He fmot the fleaded poUax on the ice, 
Tis ftrapj^e. 

Tddf. Thus twice before, and iump at this dead houre^ 
With martiall flauke hath he gone by our watch. 

Hora. In what perticular thought, to worke I know not 
But in the groflfe and fcope of mine opinion. 
This bodes (bme ftranee eruption to our flate. 

Tdat. Good now fit downe, and tell me he that knowes. 
Why this fame firikt and moft obferuant watch 
So nightly toiles the fubieA of the lands 
And with fuch dayly coft of brazon Cannon 
And forraine martc, for implements of warre. 
Why fuch imprefle of fliipwr ites , whofe (ore taske 
Doesnot deuidetheSundayfrom theweeke. 
What might be toward that this (weaty haft 
Doth make the night ioynt labourer with rfie dayi 
Who ift that can informe mee :* 

Hord. That can L 
At leaft the whi(per goes fo ; our lafl King, 
Whofe imare euen but now appear'd to vst 
Was as you knowe by frnwhraffe ofHorwd^, 
Thereto prickt on by a moft emulate pride 
Dar*d to the combat s in whichour valiant lI«M£r/f 
(For (b this fidcof our knowne world efleemd him) 
Did flay this Fortmbr^f^, who by a feald compact 
Well ratified by la we and heraldy 

B» Did 
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The Trogt^c of Hamlet 

^^t Did for&ic (with hit life) all thefe liis land s 

Wluch Ke flood feaz'd of, to the conquerour. 
^ Againfi the nrfiich a moiiic comperent 
^ Was gaged by our King» which tiad retume 

To the ioherirance of Forfw^i^t 
t Had he bin vanqoifher ; as by the (ame comart» 
^^ And carriage of the article defleigne. 

His fell to Hamlet % now Sir, yoane Poninh^t 
Of vnimprooued mettlei hot and mil. 
Hath in the skirts of Norwior heere and thae 
^ Sharkt vp a KftoflawdeflTe refolutes 

For foooe and dice to fome enrerprife 
^^ That hat h a ftomacke in*r, wbicbis no other 
As it doth well appeare vnto our (late 
But to recouer of vs by (Irong hand 
t And tearmes compulutory, thofe fbre(aid lands 
'^ So by his father loll s and this I take it. 
Is the malne motiue of otur preparations 
The fource of this our watch, and the chiefe head 
Of this pod haftand Romadge in the land. 
10S 2if^ \ thinke it beno other> but enfo 5 

Well may it fort that this portento js figure 
Comes armed through our watch fo like the King 
That was and is the queflion of thefe warres. 

Ikrd. A moth it is to trouble the mindes eye i 
In the mofl high and palmy fbte of Rome, 
Alittleerethemightieft/i«Aiirfell 
The eraues flood tennatleflTe, and the fheeted dead 
Did fqucake and gibber in the Roman ftreets 
As (larres with traines of fier, and dewes of blood 
Difafters in the funne s and the moifl flarr e, 
Vponwhofe influence Nr^ioirxEropier flands 
Was ficke alraofl to doomefday with eclipfe. 
And euen the like precurfe of feare euents 
As harbindgers preceading fhll the fates 
A nd prologue to the Onrn comming on 
Haue heauen and earth togethe demonflratcd 
Vnto our Climatures and countimen. 
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Prince of Denmark^. 

Butfoft beholdj loe where it comes flgaine ,^^ 

Ifthouhaftanytoundorvfeofvoyce, his^mon ^ 

Speake to me, if there be any good thfaig to be done _ 

That may to thee doe eafe^ and grace to meej 

Speake to me. 

It thou art priuie to thy conntries fate 

Which happily foreknowing may auoy d ,^ 

Ofpeake: 

Or if thou haft vphoorded in thy life 

Extorted treafure in the wombe of eatth 

For which they fay your fpirits oftwalkein death. Theoeki ,j^ 

Speake of it, ftay and fpeake» ftop it T^mtUus. crmn* / 

2id4r. Shalllftrikeitwithmypartizan? ^7^ 

Fbr. DoeifitwUlnotftand. '^''^ 

Bdt. Tisheere. 

Hfr. Tisheere. 

We doe it wrong being fo Maielticall 
To offer it the (ho we of violence* 
For it is as the ay re, invulnerable, 
And our vaine blowes malicious mockery. 

Bdr. It was about to fpeake when the cock crewe. 

Bbr. And then it flatted like a guilty things 
Vpon a fearefull fummons > I haue heard* 

The Cock that is the trumpet to the morne, ^ 

Doth with his lolw and Ihrill founding throat 
Awake the God or day, and at his warning 
Whether in (ea or fire, in earth or ayre 
Th'extrauaeant and erring (pirit hies 
To his connne, and of the truth heerein 
This pre(ent obie A made probation. 

Jddr. It faded on the crowing of the Cock. 
Some (ay that ^ergainfithacleafbn comes ,.^ 

Wherein our Sauiours birth is celebrated 

This bird of da wning fingeth all night long, ,^^ 

And then they fay no Ipirit dare (huie abraode 
The nights are wholfome« then no phnnets flrike* 
No £ury takes ^ nor witch hath power Co charme ,^ 
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The Tragcdic of Hamlet 

fidf SohaUowedtandfograrioustscbattiinc 

Ikrd. So bane I beard and doe in part bclieiie it. 
Bat looke tbe mome in nillet mantle clad 
Walkes ore the iewt of yon high Eaftward hill 
jm Breakc we our watch vp and by my aduife 
Let vs impart what we haue feene to night 
Vnto young HdmlciSot vppon my life 
This fpirit dumb lo vs, will /peake to him : 
Doe you confent we (hall acquaint him with it 
Asnecdfiillin ourloues,fitpneourduty. 
]kfkr. Lets doo^ I pray, and I this morning knowe 
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f W^cre we (hall find him mofl conuenient. Exewit. 

• • •• • 

— :7~f .. yFhri(b* EMrClmdiHStKmgofDemn^rkfiGirirdJtbeQtiiaiCj 
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.,' CUhJ. Though yet of/fanfr/ our dearebrothers death 
The memorie be greene, and that it vs befitted 
Tobeare our hans in griefe,andour wholeKingdome, 
To be comraAcd in one browe of woe 
Yet fo (arre hath difcretion fought with nature. 
That we with wifeft forrowe thinke on him 
Together with remembrance of our felues: 
s Therefore our fometime Sifler, now our Queene 

Thimperiall ioyntrefle to this warlike (late 
io Haue we as twere with a defeated ioy 
t With an aufpitious, and a dropping eve, 
72 With mirch m fiinerall, and with dirdge in marriage, 
In equall fcale waighing delight and dole 
Taken to wife : nor haue we hcerein bard 
Your better wifdomes, which haue freely gone 
f6 With this afbire along(for all our thankes) 

Nowfollowes that you knowe young Fmkbt^^ 
Holding a weake fuppofall of our worth 
Or thinking by our late dearebrothers death 

20 Our ftate to be dinoynt,and out of frame 

^ Coleagued with this dreame of his aduantage 

21 Hehathnot faild to peflur vs withmefTage 



I. II. 

Prince 9^ 

IinPortin^tTiefuirenderoUhofelands 23 

Lou by his facherj with all bands oflawe 24 f 

To our ftioft valiant brother, fo much for him : f 

Kowfor our felfe^ and for this time of meeting 

Thus much the bofines is, we haue heere writ 

To>forir#gVnclcofyotin2Fipr/«fAr4#fle 2^ 

Whoimpotent and bedred (carcelvheares 

Of this his Nephewes ^urpofe) to lupprcflTe 3^ 

His further eate heeretnt m tluit the ieuies» 

The liftssand full proportions are all made 

Out o( his fubiefl^ and we lieere difpatch 

YoVLzpoACmtelimiZndjonF^AemitifJt 34 

For bearers of thisgreeting to old Korw^% 

Giuins to you no further perfonall power ^ 

To buunes widi theKing, more then the (cope 

Ofthefe delated articles allowe: 38^ 

Farwell, and letyour haftcommend vonr dutie. 

C9r. Vo. Inthat,andallthingswillweflioweourducieit ^^ 

Kifg. We doubt it nothing, hartelyfarwelL 
And now Idertet whats the newes with yon tf 
Vbutold vs of fomc fate,what id Lftriri i 

SToucatmotlpeakeofrealbntotheDane 44 

Andlofevottrvoyce{whacwold'fttboubeggeJL«fiid»f 
That fliafii not bemy o(Kr>not thyaskmg. 
The head is not more natiue to the hart 

The handxnoreinfbimientall to the mouth 4^ 

Then is the throne of Denmarke to thyfadiefj 
What would'fl thou haue LterUi # 

Zm*. My dread Lordf so 

Your leaue and £suoitf to retume to Ftannc^ 

From whence^ though willingly I came to Dtnmarki^ 

To ihowe my dutie invour Q^ronation s 

STet now I muftconfeffei that duty done J4 

My thoughts and wiihes bend againe toward Fraunce 

And bowe them to y otir gracious leatie andjpardon. 
XAjg. Haueyouyourfathenleaue9wbat(aiesf^AmEMf^ 
Jw. HadimyLordwroniigltomiDeniyflowelcaue t* 

By labomfomepetitiQtb and at lafl js • 

Vpon his will ifealdsiiy hard content^ 60* 
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The TrageUe ofHmUt 



6j I doebereecbyougiuehim leaue to goc. 
King. TakethymefaoureLiot0;time 

And thy beft gracei fpend it at thy will i 
64 ButnowinyG>6nHm!rr>afidmy(bniie. 

Skm. A iitde more tbakiii» aod leflc dieo kind. 
Xing. HowisitthattfaedowdesiliUbangonyoUl 
t Kun. Not ibtimch my Lord, I am too much in the (bone 

f ^ j^Micvf. GoodHflstiiSffcafltlwnightedcoIouroff' 

Aim letthine ^eloofcelikeafriend oaJkimutrkf^ 
j0 Doenot for euer with thy vailed lids 

Sceke for thy noble Father in the dufii 

Thou Know*ft tis common aO that Hues muft di^ 

Pafsing through naturcm etermtie. 
lUm. IMaddanuitiscommon. 
7^ Qm. If it be 

V V hy ftemes itfo pertjcoler whli thee 
Ham^ ScemesMaddaminayitu^Iknownotieemes^ 
f Tis not akine my incky cloake coold mother 
jS Norcuflomaiyfuitesoffolembeblacke 

Norwindiefufpkationqffi>rfibreath 
So Nci,northefiruitfttlIritterinthei^e4 

Korthedeiefied haoior of the vi(age 

Together with atlfoimesi moode^^chapes of griefe 

That can denote roe truely,thefeindeeae feeme^ 
^4 BordKqrarea£iionsth«tamaninjghtpla}^ 

Bat I Kaue that within whicb pafles ihowe 

TheCbbut the trappings andtbeftdres dP woe. 
BSttp Tis fweete and commendablein your nature BfrntUt^ 
88 To gmetbe&mouming duties to yonrfather 

Butyourauftkooweyour father lofiaiathery 

That&ther bft,lo(l btf t and thefuruiuer bound 

Infilhallobligationforfometeatme 

Todoeobfequious (onrowe^buttoperTcucr 

In bbflinate condolement, isaooum 
9^ Qfimpkmsfiubbornesttisvnmanlygriefi^ 

It (howesa wiilmoft inconreftto heauen 
f Ahartvn(brtified,ormindein]patient 

An vnderftandingfimpleand vnfirhoohl 
98 Fonndiaiweknowemialbeittidisascommoa 
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l^mct ofDenmdrJ^f. 

As any the ttiofivQlgar thing to fence, g^ 

Why flionld weia our peuiin oppoiition 

Take it to hart, fie, tis aifaulcfolieaueny 

A fiiulc againfl: the deadj a fault to nature^ 

To reafon mod abfiird^ whofe common theame 

Isdeathoffathersiandwhofiinhathciyed ^^^ 

From die firfi courle, till he that died to dair 

Tlttsmaftbelb :vrepray70ttthrowto earth 

Tins vimreuailiog woe, and tfainke of vs 

As6facither,forlettheworidtakeiioto joS 

Ycm are the moftimediate to our tfamae^ 

Andwidmoleflenobilitieofloue 770 

Thenthatwbichdeareft&tbeirbeareshis ionnc^ 

Dbel impart tovrafdyonforyouriflteiit 

In goins back toiUiMie in FSm^ 

ICismMtretrogardto our define^ j,^ 

And we befeecnyottbeodyoQ toretnatne 
Keerein thecheareandconifi}rtdfoureyc« 
Our clnefeft coiurtieo cofin»and our fenne; 

ji2jKr« Letnocdi/motherlooleberpr^ ,js 

Iprajr dieelby wim vt, gotnot to unuamri. 
Hmi^ lAaUinaUmybeftob^youMaoattL ,20 

JEw^« Why tis alooing and a mire reply* 
Beas ourielfein DenmarkejMadam comei 
Thisgentle and vnf or c*d accord of H«Min 

tSitsrailinetonnrhartfin grace wfaereof» y^^ 

No iocond health diat Denmarke ddnkes to day. 
But the great Cannon to thedondei fliall telL 
iW the Kjngs rowfe the heanen (hall brute agalne^ 
Rd|>eakuigearthIvdinndertcomeavray. Fbrilh. Sxnmii^, izs 

li;c0i.O that this too too falliedflefli would melty bmlkniA ^(, 
Thawandrc(blueitfeIfeintoadewef ' 

Or that die enerJafiing had not fixt 
His cannon gainftfeafeflaughterj dGdd»God» 
How waty , flale, flat* and vnprofitable 
Seeme to roe all the vfes of this world f 

Fie on% ah fie, tis an ynweeded garden ^ 

That nrowet to feede, things rancke and grofeinnature> 
Poffeirekmeerelythttitihoddcomediu^ Wt 
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TBe Tragedic ofBmUct 

Bof two monthf dead, nay not fo mocb, not t wo# 
So excellent aKing, char was to tbb 
Hiperton to a fiidre, fo louing co my mother. 
That he might not beteeme the winds oFheanen 
Vifite her nee coo rougUy, heaven and earth 
Mufl I remember,why (be fliouid hangon him 
A$ if increafe ofappetite had erowne 
By what it fed on> and yet within a monthf 
Let me not thinkeon*r \ frailty thy name is woman 
A little month or ere thofe (hooes were old 
With which (he followed my poore fathers bodie 
Like tbobe all teares^ why (he 
O God, a beafi that wants dilcoorfeof rea(bn 

Would haue moum'd longer, married with my Vncle^ 

My fathers brother, but no more like my father 
Then I to Hronbx, within a months 

Ere yet the fait of moft vnrighteous teares» 

Had left rhe flufhmg in her »iuled eyes 

She married^ 6 moft wicked ipeede)to poft 

With fuch dcxteritie to incefbous (hcetSi 

If isnotj nor it cannot come to good. 

But breake my harr, for I muft hold mf tongue. 

Enter HarMiOfiaMntlbittMBfriii^ 
Hvdn HailetoyourLordfhip. 

Htm. I am glad to feeyou well t Brdik, or I do forget my feK& 
HoTM. Tbeiame my Lord, and your poorefcruanteuer. 
Ham. Sir mygoodiriend,Ilechangethatnamewitbyou^ 

And what make you from IFkiaib€rgUif4ik i 

Tl/UrctBm. 

Jdnr. My good Lord. 

Hm. IamverygladtofeeyoQ«(goodeuenl]r) 
But what infaith makeyoufromXTdi^ii^ic' 

Hord. A truant difpotition good my Lord, 

Him. Iwouldnotbeareyourenimie(ay(b» 
Nor (hall you doe my eare that violence 
To make it cm Aer or ycmr owne report 
Againllyour felfe, I knoweyou are 00 truanr^ 
But what is vour ^ire in Efoumtt i 
Weele teachyouibr to drinke ercyou depart* 
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Prince ofDeHmarke. 

Ikfs. MyLordjcamctofccjroiirfathcrsfiincndL 

Hm. Ipredieedocaocfiiockeinefel)anfefladkiic» 
I thinke it was to my mothers weddine* 

Bird. lodeedemyLorditfolIowednardvppon. 

Ham. Thri(tjtiimt|lfar4iji,tlie(ao€rallbak^^ 
Did coldly fiiniifli forth the maniagc tablesj 
Woald I had meciny deatefl fee in hcaoea 
Or euer I had feene that Awf Britiw, 
My father»me thinkes I(ee my father. 

Urd. WheremyLord? 

Bm. Jn my mnde$€y tBbrdtU. 

Bird. Kavf faimoiicejawasagoodlyKing. 

Hm9. A was a man take him for all in all 
I (hall not looke vppon his like againe. 

Btd. MyLordlthinkelfawmmyeflcmi^ 

Htttt. Ciw,whotf 

fbfd. My Lord theKingyonrfadxer. 

Hmk The King my father f 

Hr4. Seafon your admiration fer a while 
With an attent eare till I may deliner 

Vppon the witnes of thefe gentlemen | 7^^ 

This maruile to you. 

Hmh For Gods love let me hearef 

HvA Two nights together had thelegentlemca 
JtX^redbiy and jB4m4r^, on their watch 
In the dead waft and nuddle of die night 
Beene thiis inctnintredj a figurelikeyonr father 
Armed at poynti exa Aly df^fcd 
Appeues bemre them* and mth (blemne march, 
Goesfloweand flately by tbems diricebe walkc 
^thdropprefiandtearefurprifed eyes 
Within his tronchions length, wfaiPIt diey diflil'd 
Almofl to edly, with the a A of feare 

Stand dumMand jpeake notto him} this to me 

In dreadfbll fecreCe impart they did. 

And I with them the third ni^ht kept the watclu 

Whereas thqr had delhiered bothin time 

Tormt of die thing, each word made true and good. 

The Apparifioncomes si kneweyoor fiithcr, 

Cfi Tbcfe 
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Th Tragcdh ofHamtet 

Thefe hands are not more Ucc 
Bm. But where was this ^ 
Mdr. My Lord vppon jthe platferme where we watch 
Htm. Dichrounotrpeaketoit^ 
214 Ar4.MyLordIdicu 

But aofwere raade it none* yet once me thought 
It lifted vp it head> and did addrefle 
It (elfe to motion fike as it would fpeake ; 
2 18 But euen then the morning Cock ere we loude^ 
And at thefound it (hrunk in haft away 
And vanilhtfrora our fight. 
220 Km. Tis very flrange. 

Hm. AsIdoeliuemyhonor'dLordtistrue 
And we did t hinke it writ dpwne in our du tie 
To letyou knoweofit» 
f 224 Hdm. IndeedeSirs but thb troubles mc^ 
Hold vou the watch to night f 
%All We doe my Lord! 
Bom. Arm'd fay you ^ 
^11. ArmMmyLoid. 
Bdm. Fromtoptotoe^ 
22S uB. MyLordfitmiheadtofoote. 
Hm^ Then faweyou not h» face 

Hm OyesmyLord,heworehisbeauervp/ 
230 Bm. Vl^atlook^hefrownifijglyf 

Hr4i A countenance moreinforrowthenin anger* 
Hah. Palcjor red ^ 
Hffd. Nay very pale. 
2^4 JUm. And fixt his eyes vpon you i 
Mm Moftconfiantly. 
JUm. I would I had beene there. 
ttr< ItwouldhauemuchamazMyou. 
t Jkm. VeijrUke^flayditlong^ 

^3S Hftd. Whileonewithmodcratchaftmighttellabundreth. 

BotL Longer> longer. 

Batd, NotwhenlUw't. 
24^ Bdm. His beard was grifsPd* no. 

Hfrd. Itwasaslhauefeeneitinhislife 
Z42 Afablefiluei^d* 
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rnnce oj Denmarl{e. 

Hm. I will watch CO nigb Z4z 

Perchaunce twill walke againCt 

Hta I warnV tcwilL ^ 

Mm». intafToine my noble fathers perfinif 244 

He fpeake co it tbough hell it felfe flionld ffpt 
Ana bid me hold my^peace s I pray you aU 
If you liaue hecherto conceald this fight 

Let it be tenable in your filence ttill» Z4S 

And what fomeuer els fball hap to nighti 

Gine itan vnderftandingbut no tonguet 2sp 

I will remiite your louf s, Co farre you wdl / 
Vppon tne platforme twixt a leanen and cwelfe 
Ilevifireyou. 

^!L Ourdotietoyonrhonor. Sxeimt. 

H«».YbQi]oues»asmintftovoUjfiirwell« 254 f 

My fathers fpirit (in armes) all is not well» 
I doubt fomefouleplayi would thenightwcrecomet 
Till then fit dill my foule,fonde deedes will rife 
Though all the eanh ore-whdme them to mens q^ts. £9^ 2s s 

Enter lMrm$4mJi0fheU4jbSiBir. 

I/ttr. Myneceflariesareinbarckttfarwelly 
And fifier^ as the winds giue benefit 
And conuaj, in aloftant doe not fleepe 
But let me heere from yon, 

Ofbe. Doeyou doubt that j^ 

Ijtr. ForMeiy^tf^and ihetriflingofliisfiniow 
Hold it a fafliion^ and a toy in blood 
A Vioietin theyonthof primy nature^ 

Forward, not permanent»fweete, not lafltng* ^ 

TTfae perfume andfnppliance of a minute 
No more; 

OfU^ Nomorebutfa 

har. Thinkettnomore. 
For nature creflant does not growe akme 
In tbewes and bulkeSi but as this temple waxes 
The inward feruiceof the ndnde and fbnlc 
Growes wide withaOiperhapes helonesyoanoWf 

And now no ibyle not cautw doth beOnut h 

The vcrtue ofmi will^ but y on mnfi feare« .^ « 
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The Ttagcdlc of HamUt 

His greatnes wayd^ his will is not his oimet 
He may not as vnaalewed perfons doe* 
Came tor himfelfe^ for on his choife depends 
The (afiy and health of this whole ftatey 
And therefore mod his choife be circumlcribd 
Vnro the voyce and yeelding of that body 
Whereof he is the head, then if he faies he tones yosy 
It fits your wifdome fe farre to bdicue It 
As he in his particuler aft and place 
May ghie his faying deede* wMch is no further 
Tlien the maine v^ce of Denmarke goes withalL 
TTien way what loUeyour honormay liiftaine 
If with too credent eare you lift his fongs 
OrloofeyoorhartfOryoorchafttreafareopen 
To his ynmaftred hnportnnity. 

Peare it 0/iMU| feare It my deare fiftcTf 

And keepeyou in thereareof your aflfefiion 

Out of tne (hot and danger of defirei 

*' The charieft maide is prodigall inough 

If (he vnmaske her butie to the Moone 

^ Vercueit feUe (capes not calumnious (Irokes 

*^The canker gaules the infants of tbe*fpring 

Too oft before their buttons be difdol^di 

And in the mome and liquid dewe of youth 

Conta^us blaftments are moft iminentj 

Be wary dien, befi fafety lies in feare> 

Vouth to it fetfe rebels, though non els neare. 
Ofbc. KhalltheeflEeAofthisgoodleffonkeepe 

As watchman to my hart, but good m brother 

Doe not as feme vngracious paftors doe, 

Showe me the fiep and thorny way to heauen 

Whiles a pufti and recMes libertine 

Htmfelfe the primrofe path of d4lience treads. 

And reakesnot his ownereed. Inttrt^humu 

JJer. Ofearemenot, 

I ftay too long, but heere my father comes 

A double bleising* is a double grace* 

Occafion fmiles vpon a fecond ieaue* 
fd. rctheerel^otes^raborddbordforlhamej 
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Pmce ofDenmar1{e. 

The vtnnd fits in the flioulder ofyour faile, 5^ 

And you are (layed for» there my blefsing mth cheet ^ 

And thefe fewe precepts in thy memory 

Looke thou charafter, eiue thy thoughts no tongue* 

Nor any vnpropordou d thought his aA, ^^ 

Be thou familier , but bv no meanes vulgar^ 

Thofe friends thou hafl, and their a doption tried* f 

Grapple them vnto thy fouie with hoopesoFfleele* f 

But doe not dull thy palme with entertainment ^ 

Ofcach new hatchtvnfledgd courage* beware ^ 

Of entrance to a quarrell , but being in* 

Bear\ that th'oppofed may beware of thee* 

Giueeuery man thy eare« but fewe thy voyce* ^ 

Tak e eac h mans cenfure* but referue thy iudgemem* 

Coftlychyhabiteasthypur(ecanby, ^^ 

But not cxpreft in fancy (richnot gaudy* 

For the appar r ell ofr prodaimes the man 

And they m Frauncc of the bed ranck and flation* 

Or of a mofl feleA and generous, chiefe in that : f^^ 

Neither a borrower nor a lender bov. 

For loue oft loofes both it felfe. ana (riend. 

And borrowing dulleth edge of huf bandiy | . 

This aboue all> to thine owne felfe be true L 

And it muft folio we as the night the day 

Thou canfl not then be falfe to any man •* ^^ 

Farwell* my blefsing feafon this in thee. 

Lter. Mofl humbly doe I take my leaue my Lord. 

PoL The time inuefls you goe, your feruants tend. i|. 

Ldcf. FarwelKMMiif, and remember well ^ 

What I haue faya to you, 

Opbi. Tis in my memory lockt 
And you your felfe fhall kecpe the key of in 

Zaar. FarwelL ExuLdertts. 

Vol. WliatiflO/^£(<hehathfaydtoyouf gg 

Opije. So pleafeyou* fbrnetliing touching the LordKowilt* 

9ol^ Marry well bethought 
Tis tolde me he hath very oft of late 
Giuen priuat e time to you, and you your felfe 
Hweofyourftudiencebecncmonfrceandbouatious* ^j 
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The TrAgcdie of Hmlet 

If it be fo, as fo cis put on me, 
A nd that in way of caution, I muft tell vou. 
You doe not vnderftand your felfe fo cleerely 
As it behooues my daughter, and your honort 
What is benveene you giue me vp the truth, 

(Mr. He hath ray Lord dt late made many tenders 
Of his aiFe^on to me. 

Vol. AffeAion,puhayourpeakehkeagreeoegirle 
Vnfifted infuch perrilons circuroftance. 
Doe yon belieue bis tenders as you call them ? 
Ofbc. I doe not knowe my Lord what I Hiould tbioke. 
Vol., ManyIvi^teachyou,thinkeyoorrdfeababte 
That you haue tane thefe tenders for true pay 
Which are not flerling, tender your felfemoredcarely 
Or(not to crack the windeofthepoorephrafe 
Wrong it thus) youl tender me a fbole. 

OAe. Mv Lord he bath importnriM me with [due 
Jn honorablefafliion« 

9oL I,fa(hionyoumaycaIlit,gotajgoto« 
Ofbc And hath giuen countenance to his (peech 
My Lord* with almoft all tbe holy vowes of heauen. 

PoL Lrpringstocatchwpod*cockes,Idoeknowe 
When the blood bqraes, how prodtgall the foule 
Lends the tongue vowes, thefe blazes daughter 
Giuing more light then heate, extinft in both 
Euen in their ptomile* as it is a maktnj| 
Youmuft nottakefor firei&om this rime 
Be fcmiething fcamer of your maiden prefence 
Set ^ur intreatments at a higher rate 
Theaa commauod to parle {Tor Lord H«m/(rf» 
Belieuelbmuchinhim that heis young, 
And with a largertider may he waike 
Then mav be giuen you x in fewe OfbtUd, 
Doe not belieue hu voweSjfor th^ are brokers 
Not of that die which thai inueflments Ihowe 
But mcereimploratotors of vnholy fuites 
Breaching like fan^fied and pious bonds 
Thebenerto beguide : this bfor ali^ 
IwDuld nor in pudne tearmesfrom this time foorth 
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Prince ofPenmar}^. 

Haue yoQ fo flaunder any moment leafiire 
As to giue words or talke vrirh tbeLordHWcft 
Looke too*c I charge youtcomeyoor wayes. 
qpi^. I /hall obey my Lord. Extmt^ 

Bm. Theayrebitesfhrottdly>icisveiycolde» 
fim. Icisnipping,andaneagejrayre. 
fimi. What hourenow? 
Hr4. I thinke it lackes of twtlfe» 

Jli^". Nothisflrookev 

Ihrd. Indeede s 1 beaid it not* it then draweS oeere the iea(bn. 
Wherein the foirit held his wont to walke ^fimfif aftmmpHs 

What does this meane my Lord tf ; dmlupgcapatf. 

Hum. The King doth wake to night and takes hit 10 wle. 
Keeoes waflidi and thefwaggrioig vfiMforingreeles s 
And as he draines his drahs ofRennim dowoe. 
The kettle dnimme, and trompeti thus bxay oat 
The niamph of his pledge. 

MfA Isitacuflomer 

H01K Imarnrifl, 
But to my mindei though I am oatiue heere 
And to the manner bpxne^it is a cnftome 
Morebonotttd in the breach, then tbe ohTemance. 
This heany headed reueale eafi and wdl 
Makes Ts tradufli and taxed of othor nationsf 
They ctip vs drodurdsi and with Swiitilli pbtaTe 
Soy le our addition, and indeede it cakes. 
From our atchieuementa, tlKmgh petibrmM at height 
The pith and marrow of our attributes 
So oft it chaonces in particoler men, 
Thatferlbme vicioasmoleof naturein them 
As in their birth wherein they are not ginltyt 
(Sincenaturecannotchoofe hisorigin) 
By their ore^^gro w*th of (bme complextioa 
Cm bredkftg downe the pales and (brts of realbot 
Or by Ibme habit, that too much ore-leauens 
The forme of plaufiue mannen, that thefe men 
CarryingI (ay thefiamp of one defoft 
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The Trageiic efUmlct 

ing Nanircs liuery, or Fomines ftarre. 
His vertucs els be ihey as pure as grace. 
As infinite as man may vndergoe^ 
^11 in rhe general! cenfuretake cornmckMi 
From rhat pardculer fault : the dram oteale 
Doch al i the noble fubftance of a doubt 
To his owne (candle* 

Bofd. Lookemylorditcomes^ 
Bam. Angels and Miniflers of grace defend vst 
Be choa a fpiric of health> or goblm damn'di 
Bring with thee ay res from heaaen I or blafls from hdl» 
Be thy intents wick ed^ or charitable. 
Thou comll in fuch a quellionable (hape, 
Thatlwitl fpeaketothee, He call AittudmUi, 
King, father J royall Dane> o anfwere ipee« 
Let me notburfl in ignorancCi but tell 
Why thy tanoniz'd bones hearfed in death 
Haue burfl their cereraents:" why the Sepulcher^ 
Wherein we (aw tliee quietly interr'd 
Hath op't his ponderous and marble iawes 9 
To cafl thee vp againe . what may this meane 
That tliou dead corfe« againe in compleat ficde 
Reuifites thus the glimfes of t he Moone^ 
Making night hideous, and we fooles of nature 
So horndiy to (hake our dirpoHtion 
With thoughts beyond the reaches ofour UsnAtu 
Say mhy is this, whereforci what (hould we doe^ 

Herd. 1 1 beckins you to goe away with& 
As if itibme i mpartment £d deCre 
To you alone. 

%f4r. Lookcwith what curteous atUpn 
It waues you to a more remooued ground^ 
But doe not goe with ir« 
Ihifd. No,bynomeanei. 
Bun. It will not (peake, theni will foUowe it; 
Ihra. DoenotmyLord. 
Htm. Why what (hould be the fearCf 
I doe Qoc fct my life at a pinnes fce^ 
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Prince of'Venmarif^ 

And for my (bule, what can it doe to that 
Being a thing ifflmorrall as it felfe { 

It wanes me forth againejlefblloweir. . 

Ibrd. What if it tempt you toward the floodmy. 
Or to the dreadfiill (bmnet of the cleefe 
That bettles ore his bafe into the feat 
And there afliimefomeother horrablefertne 

WliichmightdepriueyourfoueraigntieofrtaKMU 
And draw you into madnes, thinke of ir^ 
The very place puts toyes of defperation 
. Without more motiue, into euervbraine 
That look es Co many fadoms to the lea 
And heares itrpre beneath* 

Hm. Itwauesmeflillf 
Goe ouj He followe thee. 

7d4r. You (hall not goe my Lord. 

Htm. Hold ofyour hands* 

Ihr4. Be irut'dj you flialt nor goei 

Him. My fate cries out 
And makes each petty arture in this body 
As hardy as the Nemeon Lyons nerue } 
Still am I cald» vnhand me Gentlemen* 
By heauen He make a ghoft of him that lets me, 
Iuyaway>goeon»llerollowethee. IxUCbofiMdjUmltt. 

Bffd. He waxes defperate with imagion. 

^ar. Lets followcftis not fit thus to obqr him. 

Hiric Hauea(ter,towhatiffaewilltluscome^ 

Tddr. Something is rotten in the (lateofDeomatke^ 

tkfd. Heauen will direftic 

2f4v NaylctsfoUowhinL hosm^^ 

Bfter^KJhdmlH^nlet. 

Btm. WhetherwUtthouieadcmc,lpeakeJfegoenorurclKr| 

Chofi.^ Mackeme* 

Htm. I will. 

Chofi. My houre is almoft come 
When I to fulphnis and tormemtng flames 
Mud render vp my felfe. 

Hmt^ AlaspooreGhoU 
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The Trdgedie of Hamlet 

(AoL Piny me not, buc lend thy iaious hearing 

Towhatlfhallvnfold. 

Bm. Speakejamboundcoheare. 

(^. So art thou cot euengej when thon /halt hear 

Him. Whatr 
Chofi. I am thy fathers rpirit, 
JO Doomd tot a certatne tearme to watke the nighti 

And for i^ day confiod to fafi in fires» 
j2 Till the foule crimes done in niydayes of nature 
Are burnt and purs'd away ; buc that I am forbid 
To tell the fecrets of my priR>n houlet 
I could a tale vnfolde whole lighted word 
u* Would barrow vp thy (bule« freeze thy youn^bloodt 
Make thy two eyes like flats flart from their ipheres, 
.|. Thy knotted and combined locks to partj 
; And eacbpaniculer haire to ftand an end* 
j^2o Like quils vpon the fearefull Porpentinet 
But this erernall blazon muft not be 
To eares of flefli and blood, lift^ lift, 6 lift t 
If thou didll euer thy deare father loue; 
Hm.OGoA. 

Ch$fi. Reuengehisfouleiandmoflvnnaturallmurther. 
Ham. Murther. 

CM. Morthermoft foulei as in the heft it is« 
2S But this moQfon1e,(hran|e and vnnatorall. 

t Bm. HaftmetoknoWTfthatlwithwingsasfwift 

jtf As medication, or the thoughts of loue 
May fweepe to my reuenge. 
Ghoft. 1 find thee abt, 

j2 And duller fhould'ft thou bethenchefiicweede 
Tliat root es it felfe in eafe on Irii^ wharfFcs 
Would'ft thou not (hirre in this i now Bdmlet heare» 
Tis gioenoutythatfle^inginrnvOrchardt 

j^ A Serpent flung me, fo the whole eare of Denmarke 
Is by a forged jprocdOTe of my death 
Ranckely abufde : buc knowe thou nobleToutlii 
The Serpent that did fling thy Others life 
Now weares his Oowne. 
^./ Bm. O my propheticke (bule ! my Vncle t 
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Prince ofDenmarJ^e. 

C^L I that inccflaous, that adulterate beaft» 42 

With witchcraft of his wits, with trayterous gtftSf 
O wicked wit, and giftes that haue the power 
So to feduce ) wonne to his (hamefu]! luft 

ThewiliofmynioftfeemingvertuoiisQS^^Q ^^ 

Hcm/(rf»what falling oflfwas there 

From me whofeloaewasof that digiutie 
That it went band in hand^ euen with the vowc 

1 made to her in marriaget and to decline So 
y ppon a wretch whofe natorall gifts were poore* 
To thofe of mine s but vertue as it neuer will bemoooedv 
Thoughlewdneflecourtitinafhapeofheauea J4 
So but though to a radiant Angle unckt;» f 
WillfortitfelfeinacelefiiaUbed f 
Andpray on garbage. 

Botto{t,methinkesIfentdiei«>rningm'e» S^ 

Briefeletmebetfleepinjt; within my Cmhardt 
Mycuflomeatwayesoi:theafternoone» ^t 

Vnon my fecure houre»thy Vocle flole 
With iuyce of curfed thbotu in a viall» 
And in the porches of nqr eares did poure 

TheleaprousdilKlment^whf^eeflFea ^^ 

Holds tuch an enmitie with blood of maOf 
That (wift as quickfiluer it courfes through 
The haturall gates and allies of the body. 
And with a ((Maine vigour it doth pofMU ^f 

And curde like eager droppings into milke» 

ThethinandwhoIiomebioodtlbdidJtiiiinet /^ 

And a moflinftant tetter barckt about j 

Mo A Lazerlike with vile and lothfome cmft 

An my finootb body; 

Thuswaslfleqnngbyabrodienhaiid, 7^ 

OfUfeiofCrownciOfOpcenearoncedifpaichif t 

Cut <^euen in the bloflbmes of my fione, 
Vhhuzledi difappointed, vnanueldj 

Noreckiiiugmade»but(enttomyaccouQt 7^ 

Withall my imperfeOions on my hesid, 

O boiriblcf d horrible^ moft hornble. 

Iftbouhafinatureiathecbeareitnorj si 
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The Tragedic of Hamlet 

Lcc noc the royall bed of Denmarke be 
A couch (or liixafv and damned inced 
Buthowfomeuer thou purliies this aft» 
Tain't not thy minde, nor let thy foule contriue 
Againft thy mother ought* leaue her to heauen ^ 
And to (hofe thomes that in her bofome lodge 
To prick and fling her j fare thee well at once» 
The Gloworme mev^res the marine to be neere 
And gines to pale his vneifeAuall fire, 
Adiewj adiewtadiewt remember me. 

Hun. O all you hofl of heauen, 6 earth, what els» 
And (hall I coupple belt, o fie^hold, hold my hartj 
And you my finnowes* growe not inftan t ola» 
But beare me (wiftly vp } remember thee* 
I thou poore Ghofl whiles memory holds a feate 
In this diflraAed globe* remember thee, 
yea* firom the table of mv memory 
Jle wipe away all triuialf fond records* 
All fawes of bookes* all formes* all preflTures paft 
That youth arid obfer uadon coppicd there* 
And thy commandement all alone (hall liue;f 
Within the booke and volume of my braine 
Vnmixt with bafcr matter* yes by heauen^ 
O mofl pernicious woman. 

villaine* villaine* (miling damned villained 
My tablesf meet it is I (et it do wne 

That one may fmile* and fmile* and be a viUaines 
At leafl I am fure it may be fo f n Denmarke. 
So Vnde* there you are* now to my word^ 
It is adew , adew* remember me; 

1 haue fworn*t. 
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EiHtrfkrdih^andM^rcdluu 
Bora. MyI.ord^ my Lord. 
744r. Lord Otmlcf. 
Hv4. Heauensfecurehioi. 
J3m. So be it. 
2^dr. lUotho.hoymyLord* 
U(m» HiUO|bo*lx>|boycoffle^aQdcome. 
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if r met oj juenmar.^^' 

Tulir. How rn my noble Lord i 

Ihfd. What ncwcs my Lord i "7 

Kon. O^wonderfull. 

IhtM. Good my Lord tell ir. "^ 

Htm. No, you will reueale ir« 

Ihrd. NotlmyLordbyheauen* 

l^ar. Nor I my Lord. '^^ 

V^m. How fay you tbeiii would hdrcof man once thi idee i c^ 
Buryou'le be fecrct. 

Booth- 1 by heauen. '*^* 

Htm» There's neuer a viUame» 
Dwelling in all Denmarke 
But hee*s an arrant kruue. '^^ 

Vvrd. ThereneedesnoGhodniyLordjConiefroiiithegraue 
Torellvsthis* 

Hdm. Why right, you arcin the right* 
And fo without more circumflance at all 
I hold it fit that we fliake hands and part> 
Ybu^ asyour bufines and defirc (hall poymyottf 
For cuery man hath bufines and defire '^^ 

Such as it is, and formy owne pooreparc 
Iwillgoepray. 

Hord. TliefearebutwildeandwhrnlingwordsinyLord. 

Bm. lamforrycbeyoffeodyoubartifyt 
Yesfaithhartily, '^^ 

Ikrd. There's no oflFence my Lord. 

lUm. Yes by Saint f4irjel;bttt there is fftfi^i 
And much offence tOf toucliing this vifion hcerc^ 
It is an lioneft Gboft that let me tellyou> '^^ 

For your defire to knowe what is betweene vs 
Oremaftret as you may, and now good friends^ '^^ 

As you arefriendsj fclx)llers, andiouldien^ 
Giueme one poorere<|uefl. 

Hard. What i'A my Lord, we will. 

Hum. Neuermakeknownewbatyotthaiieicefietoliigliti '^ 

Beab. My Lord we will not. 
Ktfff. Naybutrwear't. 
Bora. IntaitbnwLordnotL 
Mar. NorlmyLordiofaitlu '^^ 
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The Tragedie ofRmkt 

Hdm. VjpponinyftvorcL 

Mdr. WduucfwotnemyLordalreaclir. 

/^«* li)dec(lcvpponiiqriVvor<l|indeeo» 

iAcfi* Sweare. 

Am. Ha,lubbox«la/fttlu>ulb|anthoutheretri]penn7f 
Come ooiyouheare this fcUowcin the Sellerige^ 

Confenttofweare. 

Htrd. Pfopofe the oath my Lord. 

Hm. Neaerto(peakeofthisthatyouhaiiefeene 
Sweare by my fword. 

Chfi. Swears 

Hm. fSr> d*>^iiri then weelefhift our ground: 
Come hether Gentlemen 
And ky your hands againe vponmy fword^ 
Sweare by my (word 
Keuer tofpeakeof this rhatyou haneheard* 

Ghofi. Sweare by his fword. 

Bdm. Wellfayd olde Moleicantt worfceitli earth (b&flj 
A worrihiy Piooa. once more remooue good (riends» 

fivM. Odayandnighributth}suwondrousftrange» 

Btm. And therefore as a ftrangerghie it wricomej 
Therearemore things in heauen and earth HurMb 
Then are dream't ofin your philofophiei buccome 
Heere as bcfiutt neuer fo heipe yonmercyt 
(Howfirange oroddefemerelbeateroyfelfej 
AS jt percoance necreairer in au roinKe meets 
To put an AottckedifpoGtion on 
Thar you at fuch times feeing me^ neuer fliall 
With armesincomhred thus, or this head Hiakei 
Or by pronouncing offome doubtfhll phra(e» 
As wcU, well, we knowe^or we could and if we wouldj 
Or if we lift to fpeake, or there be and if di(y might» 
Or filch ambiguous gtuing out, to note) 
ThatyoQknoweon^rofnie>tbisdoe fweare. 
So grace and mercy atyour moft necde belpeyon. 

Cho^. Sweare. 

Um. Reft»rcft|perturbed fpirit :(b Gentlemen, 
Wnhall my louc idoe commend me to you 
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Prince cfDenm^r^e. 

An<lwhat(bpooreafnana$//«('»^/iS| ^^3 

May doe t'cxpreflc his loue and trending to yon 

God willing (halinot lack, let vi got in together. 

And nUl your fingers on your lips I pray. 

The dme is out ofioynt, d curfed fpight 

That euer I was borne to let it light. 

May comei lets goe together. Extrnti* ^^' 

Enter oUP^AMmttitriib bit mMt or tW9^ ]L[ 

Pd, Giue Mm tbb money* and thefe notes B^jtmUhi 
li;£y« I vrill my Lord* 

Toi. Yon fhall doc meruiles wifely good if^iMi^^ 
Before you ififite him, to makeinqaire ^^ 

Ofhisbebamottr* 

B^. MyLordylcBdintendjt 

T$L Mary well taidi very well laid \ looke you fir. 
Enquire me firf! what Danskers are in Parris^ 
And how, atid who, what meanes. and where they fccepc, 
What companiei at what cxpenc^ and finding 
By this encompsrfment, and drift of qocfiion ^ 

Thar they doe know my (onne^ come you moreneeter 
Then your perdcoler demannik will toch it. 
Take you as fwere (bme dtttant knowledge ofUn^ 
As thus» I know hb fiKber, and hisfiiendi, ^^ 

And in part him, doc you marfcc this l(2)W4s£6 f 

%ff* J,Tery well my Lord. 

VpL Andtnparthim.bntyoDinuqrfigr|Ootwdlt 
But y%be he I meanc, hcA rety wilA^ 
Adloed fo and Ib^and tfaercput on lum 

What fi>fgeriesyottpleafib many none lb ranck ^^ 

As m^ mhonournim,taieeheedeof that, 
But fir, fiich wanton, wild, and vfiiall flips. 
As are companions noted and moft knoiif nc 
To youth and Kbertic 

J^i7« Asg^nungmyLordL 24 

ToL Lordrinkbig,fencfaig,rwcaring, 
Quarrelling, drabbing,you maygoefo fir* 

jby. My Lord^ that would dl/bonouf hint» 

tP^A FaythaiyottmaylealoAitinthcdiafge, ^28 

R You 
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The Tugcdie ofHmUt 

29 Yoa mud iioC put another (bodell on hifl^ 
That he is open f o incootiocncie. 
That's not mjr meaning, bat breath his faultt (b qocoily 
j2 That they m»f ftenie die taints oflibertie^ 
The flafh and oui •breaire of a fieriemindj 
A fauagcnes in vnrcclaoied bloody 
Of gcfierall aflaolc. 
Xej. Btttmysood Lord. 
3^ 7oL Wherefore Choiild iron doe this? 

l^ej. I my Lord, I wodd know that 
7WL Marry fir^ beer*s my drift. 
And I belieue it is a fetch of wit. 
You laying thele flight (allies on tny (bnnc 
t ^^ As tVere a thing a uttle (byld with working, 
4ti Markeyou,yoar pardein comier(e» himyou Woii!d(bwid 
Hauing euer (eenc in the nrenonrinat crimes 

H The vooth you breath or goiltief be aflfui^d 
He clofes with youin ihb confiquence. 
Good fir, (or (b^) or fiiend. or gentleman, 
According to the phral^ or the addiflion 
Of tnan and counny. 
Ref. Very good my Lord* 

7^/. Anddienfirdoosarhi|»adoos,whatwaslabout(o(ay? 
ti^ Bjr themafle I was about to (ay fomediing, 
Wheredidlleaoe? 
%gj. Atclo(esnithecon(eqQence» 
M TU. Atclo(esinthecon(eqQence,Imarry, 

t He doTcs thus, I know the gentleman^ 

I (aw him y efterday, or th'other dav, 
f Or then, or then, with fuch or focn, and as you txf^ 
1 5^ There was a gaming there, or tooke In's rowfei 
There falling out at Tennis, or perchance 
^ I (aw him enrer (bch a houfe of (ale, 

Viderizer, a brotbcU, or (b foorth, fee you now. 
+ Your bait of falfliood take this carpe of truths 

^ Andthusdoeweofwifedome,andofreacfa| 
Wich windic(res, and with aflaies of bias« 
By indircAions find dire Aions out, 

^ SobymyformerleOurcandaduife 
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Prince of Denmarke. 

Shall you injrfbnne) you haucmc^haac you not? ^s 

J{fy. MyLordilbaae. 
Po/. God buy ye, far yc well« 
Kejf. Good my Lord. 79 

Pp/. Obfcrue his mdination in your (el& 
Kej^. I (Iiall my Lord. 
TaL Andlcthimplyhisfliulique. 
3^. Wdl my Lord. Exit Rej^ 73 

SmerOfhelia. 

Pot. Farewell. HownowO/^Ar.wharsfhcmatrer? 7/ 

Ofb. O my Lord, my Lord, I haue bccoe fo aflFrighic4 
^oL WichwhaerfhoaroeofGod? t 

O^he. My Lord, as I was (bv?ing in my dlo(Iet« t 

Loro HamletmfAk hii doubkcall vobrac'd^ /<f 

No bat vpon bis heady hi^ flockins fouled, 

Vngarcred, and downe gyued Co bis ande, ^o 

Pale 9% his (hirr, his knees knocking each other. 

And wich a looke (b piff ious in purpori 

As if be had been loofed out oFhell 

To (peake of horrors, be comes before mc. s^ 

PpL Madforthylooe? 
Ofb. My lord I doe not know^ 

But truly 1 doe feare ic 
7«/« What (aid he I S6 

Ofb. He Cooke me by the wrifti and held mc bard| 

Then goes he to the leneth of all his arme. 

And with his other hand thus ore his brow^ 

He fiiils to fnch perofall of my face 90 

As a would draw it, long flajrd he (0^ 

At laft, a little fhaldng of mine arme. 

And thrice his head thus waning vp and downti 

He raifd a iighfbpicdous and profound 94 

At it did fteroe to (hatter all hb buike. 

And end hb beeing ) that done, he lets m« go^ 

And with hb head ouer hb flioulder torn'o t 

Hee (ecm'd to find hb way without hb eyes, 9s 

For <mt adoores he went without tbcjrr belp^ f 

AndtocbelaAbcndcdcheirliglhtonme. m 
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The Trdgciii ofBanilet 

P$L Come»goe%vithmce,IwiDgoefedcethcKiiig| 
This is the very exude of louei 
WhoTe violent properiie fbrdoos it (clf^ 
Apd leades the vrill to cle(pcnt vndcrtaldDgl 
As oft as anjr pafsioos voder heaoen 
That dooesaffliA our natures 1 1 am Ibny* 
what, haue yoa ffocn him any hard worcb oflate ) 

Ofb, NomysoodLordybotasyoadidcoinmaiind 
I did reptll his lettcri* and denied 
Hisaccefletome. 

70I, That bath made himmad. 
I am (brry . that withbetter heedeandiadgemem 
I had not coted Mm, I feai'd he (fid hot trme 
And mcaitt to wrack ihee^botbeOuow nay kloofiet 
By hcauen it b as proper to oor agie 
To caft beyond our Uloes in oor opinkmit 
As it is cotmaon for the younger ibrt 
To bckdifcretion^comeigoewe to tbelQngy 
This moft be knowne^ which becing kept ddcj ndg^t moiic 
More gricfe tolude, then bate to v(tcr louCi 
G>mc. Exitmi. 

Xhig. Wdcome deere 7(f/hterMa, and gt^Unil9mi$ 
Morcouer» that we imich did long to (ee you* 
Tiic need we haue to vfc you did proookc 
Oor haOle fiadine, Ibroctbiiig haue youbeatd 
OlHambu transtormationi (ocail it» 
Sith nor th'cxter knr» nor the inward man 

ReTembles that it was^ whacit Ihonid beb 
More then his Others death, that thus hathmiC 
So moch firom th^vnderflanding of lumlUte 
I cannot dteame of: I entrcare you both 

That bedng of fii yotme day es broo ght vp with Umj 
And flth (b nabored to bisyooth and haoiofj 
That yon vonifafe yoor refl beere m onr Comt 
Some Isitlc time, {b by your companies 
TodmwUmoncopleaTurcSiaod tog^her 
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IPrlnce ofDenfMrt^e. 

So much tf fiom occaGon you mavdeanci t^ 

Whetfaer oodit Co vs vnlcoowne afffiAs him tbi]s« 
That opend fyes within our rcfnedie. 

^^Mr. Good gcnttemeii, be haf h much falkc of yoUj 
AnoTiire I ani| two men (here is not liuinj; 30 

To whomhe moreadbcrct>ific will plealeyou 
To flbcw vs (b much gentry and good will^ 
As to esmend your time with vs a while« 

For the fupply and profit of our hope, 34 

Your vifitation (hall recducibch thanks 
As fits a IQngi ferocmbrancc 

SfP Bothyour Maicflies 
Might by die(buera*^epoweryou haoeof VS| 

Put your dread picarares mofc into commannd 
Then to enn^atic. 

Ctgt. Butwebotbobqr. 
And hcere ^ue vp our felues in die fuO hmu ^f 

To by our reruicc freely at your ftete 
To be commaunded« 

Slfii* Thanks GujUniHimi^ and gende %3fencrMU. 34 

And I befeech you inflantly to vifite 
My too much changed fonne, goe Ibme of you 
Andhring thefe gentlemen where Hmlet is. 

GyL Heaoens make our prefoice and our pradices 3s 

Plealahtand helpfull tobim« 

J^^. I Amen. S^amt^jf.amlGt^. 

PpL Th*embafladoisfi:omiV2ynm7my good Lord^ 40 

Are kiyfolly retumd« 

Kmg. Thou flillbaft been the fiidier of good new«s. 

P0I. HauelmyLordnadiiremygoodLiege 
I hoU my dotie as I hold my CwAe, 
Both to my God, and to rnvgradouslDng) 
And I doe thinke, or els this bnune of mine 
Hunts not the travie of policie fb fure 

As it hath vfd to doe> that I haue Ibund 4S 

Tht very caufe of Hamlets lunade# 

ISfiji. Ofpeakeofthatithatdoellongfobearc 5^ 

E.it Fit 
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2b€ I ragtate oj oamicf 

5/ P9I Gitie firft admhiancc 10 ch'cmbafladors^ 

t Mynewes(ha)ibethtrrttitecoihafgrcatfeaft« 

Kmf, Thy felfe doc grace f o thciD, and bring then in. 
fSi He reus me my AccrtCjn-trardht haih found 

The head and (burce of all your (bnncs djflempert 

^ee, I doubt it is no other but the fiuune 
Histathcrs death, and our haftic maniagc 

j^ Ef$ier SmtaJpiJars. 

fj8 King. Well^ we Oiallfift him, welcome my good fiieDdSj 

Say VoittmHtut^ whac from our brother Norway f 

Vol. Moft faire rcturnc of greetings and defires$ 
Vpon our firft, he (cnt out to iupprefle 
His Nephews leuieSj which to him appeard 
To be a preparation gainft the 'PclUckg^ 
^ But better loolct into, he truly found 

It wasagainft your highoes, whereat greeuM 
That fo his ficknes, age, and impotence 
Was falfly borne in hand« fends out arrefis 

69 On Fortetftraje^ which he in breefe obeyei^ 
Recciucs rebuke from Norwajy and in fine» 

70 Makes vow before his Vncie neuer more 
To glue f h'aflay of Armes againft your Maiellie : 
Whereon old Norwaj ouercome with toy, 

f Giues him tbreefcore thoufand crownes in anuall fceu 
74. And his commifiion to implov thofe fouldicrs 
So leiiied (as before) againft the ?oUack$^ 
With an entreatie hcercin further fhonei 
That it might plcafe you to giue quiet pafle 
f 7^ Through your dominions for chis enterprife 
On fuch regards of (afety and allowance 
As (herein are fct downe. 
So King. It likes vs well, 

And at our more confidered time, weele read, 
Anfwer, and thinkc vpon this bufines s 
Meane time^ we thanke you for your well tooke laboUfj 
Goc ro your refti at night weele fcaft togetbcr» 
Moft welcome home. Ex€/tnt Emhjpulor/, 

t^ P#A This bufinci is well ended* 

My 
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Prince of Denmarl^e. 

' My Uege and Maddam, to c3q>o(lulace s6 

AVnat tnaieftie (hould bc» what dutie is, 
Why day is dayi ntghti night, and dme is tim^ 
Were nothing but to waft nights day,and timc^ 

Thereforebrcuitieistheibuleofwit^ | ^go 

And tecfioufnes the lymmes and outward floriAc^ 
I will be briefe, your noblefonneis mad : 
Mad call I it, for to de6ne true madnes, 

What 1ft but to be nothing dsbut mad, ^^ 

But let that goc. 
J^e, More matter with Icfleart. 
Pel Maddam,IfweareIv(enoartatal^ 
That hee*s mad til true, tis true, tis piety. 

And pitty tis tis (rue, a foolifti figure, f^^ 

But farewell it, for I will v(e no art. 

Mad let vs graunt him then, and now renuines 700 

That we find out the cau(e of this efG^ftp 
Or rather fay, the caufe of this deftAj 
Tor this eileA defeAiue comes by caufe •* 
Thus it remaines, and the remainder thus 
Perpend, 

I haue a daughter, baue while fiie is nune, 
Who in her datie and obedience^ marke. 
Hath gfuen me this, now gather and fiirmi(e, 

T9th0CeleSluiU4i$$dmjfi$$ksJdoU^ themMbe^OH 
tXed Ophdia, that's 0m iUpbrdfi^ a viApbra/i, 
beam^glis avibfbrdfe»lmij0$iflfMb€4re:tbHtin 
berexeelhntvfbiifbtffm^.tbefifi'C. 
Sjfit* Came this fit>mHf»riW to her? 
P9I. Good Maddam flay awhile, I will be laithfiiOj 
^ct$hth09ftheftmres4refre, JLeiter^ 

Dcuh thai the Stmne doth moMe, 
VotUfttrmhtobealjer. 

Bufneaeribuhllaue, ng 

Odeere6|pi&^/M,Iamillat thefe numbers, I haue not art to reclcen 
mygrones,butthatllouetheebeft,omoft befl belieueit, adew« 
Thine euermore moft deere Lady, whilft this machine is to hinu ni 
Tol» This in obedience hath my daughter flx>wne mc^ {flmnki^ 

And more about bath his Ib&citings '^ne 

B As 
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The Tragedie of Hamlet 

'^7 As they fell out by time^ by meanest and place. 
All giucn to niine care. 

t^g. Buthowhathfliercceiu*dhisIouei 
Toi Wbatdocyoulhinkcofinc? 
^3<^ Kimg. As ofa man faithful! and honorable. 

ToL I would faine proue (b, but what mightyou thinjce 
When I had (eene this bote loue on the wing, 
As I perceiu'dit (I mud tell you that) 
'Jf Before my daughter told me, what might you« 
Or ray dcae MaieOie your Queene heere thinkc» 
If I had playd the Deske» or Table booke. 
t Or giuen my hart a working mute and dnmbey 
U^ Or bokt vppon this loue with idle flght, 

What mignt you thinke ? no, I went round to worke, 
^4^ And my young Miflris thus I did befpeake. 
Lord HamUt is a Prince out of thy (tar, 
t This muft not be : and then Iprcfcripts gaue her 
That (he fliould locke her felfc fi-om her refort, 
^44 Ad mtt no mcflcngers, receiue no tokens^ 

Which done, /he tooke the fruites of my aduiie $ 
And he repell'dj a ihort tale to make. 
Fell into a (adnes» then into a faft, 
'4^ t Thence to a watb> thence into a weakenes, 
t Thence to liehtncs and by this declenfion, 
^So f Into the maones wherein now he raues, 
t And all we moume for. 
t King^ Doe you thinke this e 

t *§J?^. It may be very like 

^ol Hath there been Aich a timCj I would faine know that» 
^^4 That I haue pofitiuely faid, tis fo. 
When it proou*d othcrwift ? 
King. Notthatlknow 
Pei, Take this, from this, if this be otherwifc; 
If circumflances leadc mc^ I will finde 
'5^ Where truth is hid, though it were hid tadccdc 
Within the Center. 
King^ How may we try it further? 

PoL You know fometimes he walkcsfourehoures together ^ 
Heerc in the Lobby. 
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Prince ofDenmarkc^ 

Qnee. Sohedooesindeede. ^ .^^^ 

m Atfuchatimejllelooretiqrdaaghtertohinij ' ' ' 

Be you and I behind an Arras then, 

Marke the encounter, if he loue her not, ^^ 

And be not from his reafbn falne thereon 

Let me be no afsiAant for a (late 

But keepe a farme and carters. 
iCfeg. We will try it. 

Qutf. But looke where (adiy the poore wretch comes reading. /^ 

Tol. Away, I doe befeech you both away, BdtKkfgnndQtfeettc 
He bord him prefenrly, oh giue me Ieane» 
Howdooes mygoodLord/iWiRrf 
Hdm. Well, God a mercy. 
Tol. Doe you knowe me my Lord f 

Hdm. Excellent well, you are a Fiflmiongen . ». 

M Not I my Lord. "^ ^^ 

Hum. Then I would you were lb honeft a man. 
Vol. HoneftmyLord. 

Htm. I fir to be honed as this world goes* ^^ 

Is to be one man pickt out of tenne thoufand. .f, 

T&l. That's very true my Lord. ,^^ 

Hm. For if the uinne breede maggots in a dead dogge , bebg a 
good kifsing carrion.Haueyon a oaughter f 
Vol. IhauemyLord. j^^ 

Hm. Let her not waike i*th Sunnei conception is a blefsing^ 
But as vour daughter may conceaue> friendlooke to*t ;^- 

9oL Howfayyoubythatiflillharpln^onmydanghter, yethee 
knewemenotatfirfljajTaydlwasaFilIimongerf aisfarregone, j, j^^ 
and truly inmyyouth , I luSred much extremity for louei veiy ^ 
neere diis . Ueipeake to bimagaine. What doe you reade my 
Lord. 

Htm. Wordsiwordsi words. 
Td. What is the matter my Lord. 
lUm. Betweenewho. 
3^ T meane the matter thatyou reade my Lord. . jgy 

lUm. Siaunders fir} ht the fatericall rogue fiiyes heere, that old I 
men baue gray beards, thattbeir faces arewrinckled> their eyes 
purgingthickAmberi^piunatreegttm|<3tdiatdieyhaucaplen-' ^zoc 

V. tifiiU 
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The TrdgeXe ofHmUt 

Z0Z f tifiill lacke of wtc ^ together with mod weake liams » all whicli fir 

though Imofl pov^emillyandpotencliebelieue, yel I hold it not 
f hoQeOy to hauc it thus fct dov^ne, for your fclfc fir (halt growc old 
zc6 as I am ; if like a Crab you couldgoe backward. 

Tal* Though this be madneflejyet there is method 'm\ > will you 
waike out of the ayre my Lord { 
Z10 Him, Inromygraue. 

9ol. Indeede chat's out of the ayre {how pregnant fi>mctimes 
his replies are»a happines that often madnefle hits on» which reafon 
^ and fanAity could not fo profperoufly be deliuered of . I will leaue 

2}8^ him and my daughter. My Lord> I will take my leaue of you. 
t Hdm. You cannot take from mee any thing that I will not more 

willingly partwithall : except my life, except my life^ except my 
" life. Enter CtiytatrftiTne^dndB^tnarsm^ 

Z2Z ^ Fareyou well my Lord. 

Kdm, Thefe tedious old fooles. 

f foL You^oetofeeketheLordHiwilrrithereheis* 

J^ Godfaueyou fir. 
C$^ My honor*d Lord. 
226 l\if. MymoddeereLord. 

f Jltm. My extent good friendsjhow dooft thou CtQ^dcrflfrnei 

z^o A ^fenardHs^ good tads how doe you both i 

1^ As the indifferent children of the earth. 
CtrH. Happy, in that we are not euer happy on Fortunes lap» 
We are not the very button. 
2^4 Rm. Mor the foles of her fliooe. 

1^ Neither my Lord.. 

Htm, Then you hue about lierwaftj or in the middle ofher (a « 
23S C$ol Faith lierpriuates we. (uors. 

Ikm^ In the fecret parts of Fortime,oh mod tniej (he is a flrumpct, 
^240 What newest 

]^. None my Lord, but the worlds growne honeft 
24s H<»f.ThenisDoomes day neere, but your newcs is not true} 

zjj-S But in the beaten way of friendfliip, what make you at Ejfimodrt { 

I(^. TovifityoumyLord,nootheroccafion, 
zSo^ Ham. Begger that I am, I am euer poore in thankes,but I thankc 

you# andfure deare friends, inythankesaretoodeareahalfpen)r.* 
were you not fenr for i is it your owne inclining ^ is it a free vilitati-* 
t on^cometcome»dealeiufllywithme,comeicomeinay(peake. 

286 Gwyl. What fliould we /ay my Lord ? 
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Prince ofDenmdrl^e. 

Hem. Anythingbutto*thpurpofc!youwcrcfcntfor,andthcrci« ^gj ^ 
a kind of confefsion in jour lookeSj vrnich your modcfties haue not ^ 
craft enough to cuilour j I know the good King and Queene baue 
fentfbryou. 
1{sf. TowliatcndmyLord? ^ 2^2 

Hm. That you mufl teach me : but let mcconiureyoUj by the 
rights of our felk)wfhip, bythcconfonancieofouryouth, by the 
obligation of our euer pre(erucd loue; and by wliat more deare a 
better propofer can chargeyou withall « bee cuen and direft with zgj ^ 
me wbetberyou werefentforor no« 
Bgf. What fty you. 300 

lUm. Nay then I haue an cyeofyou S'ifyoulouemebold notoE 
^HT^ My Lord we were fen t for. joj 

H<^. I will tell you why* (bfhall my anticipation preuent your 
difcouery , and your fecrecie to the King & Queene moult no fea- f 
then I haue of late , but wherefore I knowe nor, loA all my mirth» - 
forgon al i cuflome of exercifes: and indeede it eoes Co heauily with ^08 f 
my difpoHtion » that this goodly frame the eartn , (eemes to meea 
flerillpromontorie, this moflfxcellent Onopietheayre* lookc 
you* mis braue orehaneing firmament > this maienicali roofefiret- 312 
ted with golden fire j why it appeareth nothing to me but a fbule f 
and pefliknt congregation of vapoures • What peece of worke is a 315 
man , how noble in reafon, how infinit in fiiculties * in forme and 
moouing, how cxprefle and admirable in adion , how like an An« 
gell inapprehenfionybowlikeaGod uhebeautieofthe world) the y^ 
paragon of Aunimale^ and yet to me,what is this OpintefTence of 
duft : man delights not me, nor women neither j uioughbyyour 
fmilline,you(cemeto(ay(b. J23 

1^ My Lord»there was no fuchftufle in my thoughts* 
HoMuWhydidyeelaughthentwhen I fayd man delights not me. jzd-; 
V^ To tiiinke my Lord ifyou delight not in man»imatLenton 
entertainment the players fliall receaue from you , we cored them 
on the way» and hether are they comming to ofteryou fcruicc 

Hon. He that ptaycs the King dial be welcomchis Maieflie flial jja 
haue tribute on me, the aduenterous Knight fliall vfe bis foyle and 
target, the Louer fliall not figh gratisy the humorus Man fliall end ^35 
his part in peace » and the Lady fliall fay her rainde freely: or the 5^^ 
black verfe fliall hault for'r. What players are they i 
^pffi Euen thofeyou were wont to take fuch delight Uii thcTrage^ 
diaasoftheCitry, ] ^42 
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The Tragciie ofUmUt 

Hon. How chances kth^trauaile ?rheirrefidenccbothinrepu« 
tatton> and profit was better both way es. 
B^. I thinke their inhibition > comes by the meanes of the late 

innouafion. 

lUm. Doe they hold the fame enimationtheydidwhcnlwasin 
the Citty 1 are they fo followed. 
B^. No indeede are they not. 
Bm. It is not very Araneej for my Vncle is King ofDenmarlce«and 
thofe that would make mouths at htm while my father liued,giue 
twenty* fortiei fifty » a hundred duckets a peece> for his Pi£hare 
in little^s'bloud there is fomthing in this more then naturalli if 
Philofophie could find it out. «^ Fktijh. 

G^j/L There are the players. 

Ikw. Gentlemen you are welcome to £^fa»Mrr> your hands come 
then, th'appurtenance of welcome is fafhion and ceremonie j let 
mee comply withyouinthis earb :let me extent to the players* 
which I tellyou mufl fhowe nirely outwards 9 fhould more ap« 
pearelike entertainment then yours t" you arewelcomerbutmy 
V ncle-father,and Aunt-motheriare deceaued. 
Guyl InwhatmydeareLord. 

lUm. I am but mad North North wed % when the wind b Sou* 
therlyi I knowe a Hauke>from a hand faw. 

Enter Polonitts. 
9ol. Well be with you Gentlemen. 

lUm. Harke yon G$sflJenflmte» andyouto^ateacheareahearer^ 
that great baby you fee there is not yet out of hi s fwadline clouts. 

BiP Happily he is the fecond time come to them, for tney fay an 
old man is twice a child 

Jlim. I willprophecy.he comes to tell me of the playersimark it. 
You fay right (ir« a Monday morning. tVas then indeede. 
9ol. MyLord I haue newes to tell you. 
Hum. My Lord I haue newes to tel you: when l^JJim was an AAor 
in Rome. 
7>0l. The Aflors are come hether my Lord. 
Hmt. Buz^buz. 
90I. Vppon my honor. 
BtitK Then came each AAor on his A(Te» 
9oL The beftaAors in the world ^either forTragedie»Comedyf 
Hittory, Paaorall, PafloraU Comicalli HifloricallPaflorall fcene 

indeuidiblt; 



38 



Prince ofDenmarJ^. 

indeuidible , or Poem vnlimited. jlrfirr^i cannot be too heauyi nor 

Picuriiftoolightforthelaweof writ» and the liberty : thefearethe 

only men. 
Htm. O fffthA ludge of irraell, what a treafitrehadYl thou ? 
Tol. WhatatreafurehadhemyLord^ 
Hdm. Why one faire daughter and no more« the which he loued 

pafsing well. 
Tol. Still on my daughter. 
Kon. Am 1 not i'th right old feffhd i 

M If you call me leftbd my Lord, I haue a daughter that I loue 
lUm, Nay that followes nor. (pafsing well 

ToL What followes then my Lord ^ 
Udm. Why as by lot God wot » and then vou knoweitcameto 

pa(fci asniofl like it wasjthefirflrowe of the pious chanfbn will 

ilioweyou more^fot looke where my abridgment comes. 

EtttertbcPlajfers. 

Hdm. You are welcome maiilers, welcome all, I am glad to fee thee 
well, welcome good friends, oh old friend » why thy face is va* 
Ian A (ince I fawthee lafljCom'A thou to beard mein Denmark^* 
wliat my young Lady and miflrist by lady yourLadifhippeis 
nerer to heauen , tlien when I faw you laft by the altitude of a 
cbopine , pray God your voyce likea peece of vncurrant gold, 
bee notcrackt within the ring: maiAers you are all welcome, 
weele ento't like friendly Fankners , Ry at any thing we (ee> 
weelehaueafpeechflraite, come glue vsa taftofyourquaiity^ 
come a pafsionnte fpeech. 

T^djer. Wliat fpeech my good Lord? 

Hm, I heard thee fpeake me a fpeech once,but it was neuer aAed , 
or if it was> not aboue once , for the play I remember pleafd not 
the mi lIion,t'was cauiary to the generall,but it was as I receaued 
it & others , whofe iudgements in fuch matters cried in the top 
of mi ne« an excellent play, well digeOed in the IceneSflet downe 
withasmuch modeflie as cunning. I remember one fay d there 
were no fallets in the lines , tomdce the matter fauory , norno 
matter in the phrafe that might indite the author of aficAion^ 
but cald it an honefl method, as wholefome as (weete* & by very 
much,roore handfome then fine:one (jpeechin't I cMefely loued> 
tVas .Aeneds taike to D/r^, & there about of it efpecially when he 
fpeakes of Triams flaughter , ifitlhie in your memoiy begin at 
thi5b'ne|letfnefce,letmefee,theruggeaP^j like Th'ircanian 
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Tht Trdgedic of Hamlet 

i73 beaQ» tis not lb|bbeguiiies with f'mhmjSat nigged MrApttJie wfaoTe 

AbleAnnest 

Black as his porpoTe did the night refemblej 
476 When he lay couched in tb'omynous horfcf 

Hath now this dr^ and black completion fineard» 
With heraldy more difinall head tofootci 
t Now is he rotalt Gnles horridly irickc 
4io Wtdiblood of fathers^ nx>therst daughrersj fonnesj 
BakM and cmpafied with the parching (Ireetes 
t That lend a tirranos and a damned light 
t To their Lords miutherjrofted in wrath and fire, 
484 And thus ore-cifed with coagulate gorcj 

With eyes like Carbunkles,the hclliih Vhhrhm 
t 01deirandfireAMii(eekess(bproceedeyoa. 

vJu Foregod my Lord well (poken^ with good accent and good 
49^ PUf. Anon he finds him, (difcretion. 

Striking too Aiort at Gred;eSf his anticke fword 
Rebelbons tohisarmet lies where it fals. 
Repugnant to commaund } vnc^uall roatchti 
494 Mrfatfatftiaiidriuesjinrafi|eftnkeswide» 

But with the whiffe and winde of his fell (word, 
ThVnneraed ftther fals : 
Seeming to feele this bIowe» with flaming top 
4jf^ Stoopestohisbafeiandwithahiddiouscrafh 

Takesprifener nrrlwreare, for loe his fword 
soo Which was declining on the milkie bead 
OfieuerentTViM^feem^d i*th ayre to flicki 
So as a painted tirant)^^iMr flood 
Like a newtrall to his will and matter^ 
S^ Didnothing: 

But as we ol^n fee againfl (bme flormet 

A filence in the heauensitheracke (bnd flilL 

The bold winds (peechleflei and theorbebelowe 
S^ As hufli as deathi anon thedreadfull thunder 

Doth rend the regions fo after TirrbNs paufe, 
^^ A rowfed vengeance fets him new a workej 

And neuer did the Cycbps hammers fall. 

On Mdjfes Annor forged for proofe eternet 

With lefleremorfe thenffi^bleedingfword 
JH Now&llsonfiisraKL 
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Prince ofDenmarkf. 

Out, out, tliou ftr umpet Fortune, allyou gods$ s'S 

In gcncrail finod take away her power» 

Breake all the fpokes* and follies from herwheelej t 

And boule the round naue downe the hill of heaucn s^^ 

As lowe as to the fiends* 

JV/. This is too long* 

Hm. It (balitothe barbers with your beard { pretheelay on, he's 
foralig£e,or a taleofbawdry, or hefleepesifay ontcometo Uxuia, 

349. Dutwho,awoe»hadfcenethe moUedQueenet 

Hon* ThemoblcdQueene 

9W. That's goodk 

9U}^ Runneoarefbote vp and downe, du'eatinng the flames 
With ^an rehume,a clout vppon that bead 
Where late the Diadetn flnoo, and for a robcf 
About her lanck and all ore teamed loynes, 
A blancket in the alarme of fcare caught vp. 
Who this had (eene, with tongue in venom fteept, 
Gainft fortunes date would treafonhaaepronoufiA; ' 
But if the gods themTelues did fee her then. 
When flie (aw Phrrbm make mafidous foorc 
In mincing with his fword her Imrbanolimmes, 
The inftant burfl of clamor that fhe made, B^ 

VnlcflTe things mortall mooue them not at all, 
Would haue made milch the burning tyes of heauen 54<f 

And pafiion in the gods. 

P0L Looke where be has nottnmd hb cullouri and has tctres tn's 
eyes, prethee no more. fsa 

Ham. Tis well, lie haue thee fpeakeout the reft of this (bone» t 

Good my Lord will you fee the players well beftowed ; doe you 
heare, letthembe wellvfed , for they are theabflraA andbreefe | 34' 
Chronicles of the time ) after your death you were better haue a 
bad Epitaph then their ill report whileyou line. 

T0L My Lord « I vnll vfe them accordingto their de(ert ss^ s 

Htm. G€>dsbodkinman>muchbetter,vfeeuerymanafterhisde* f 
(ert,& who fhallfcape whipping, vfe them after your owtie honor f 
and dignity, the lefle they adfcrue the more roerrk is in your boun« 
ty. Taketbemia js^ 

Tol Come firs* 
HmJtFoUow him friendsiwcde heart a play to monrowQcloft thou 3^^ 

heare 
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Tht Tr^edie of Hdmlet 

hcait me old friaid^canyoa play the niiircher of Gm^ 

fifih ImyLordL 

HfHv. Weele hate CO morrowe night » yon coulcl for ncedcflady 
afpeechof fomedoten lineSjOrfixteenc lines, which I would fo 
do wne and iofert in*C| could yon noc f 
Pia* I my Lord. 
sjo Hm. VeiywellifellowetbatLonly&lookeyou mock him noc 
My good finaids>Tleleaue you tell night, you are welcome to Efun 
t MTf. JBxemf^f' sMiPliffin. 

Hlfl Good my Lord. Exttmi. 

Udm. I(bGodbnytoyou»nowIamaIonc» 
O what a rogue and pefant flaue am L 
Is it not monflrotts tnat this player heeie 
But in a fixionj in a dreameofpafiion 
f Could force his foule fo to his owne conceit 
5^f Thatfromherworkingallthevifagewandt 
Teaits in his eyes» diftraCHon m his afpcAj 
A broken voyce, an his wholefunAion futin|; 
With formes to his conceit } and all for nothing, 

f What's Himidto hnn, or he to hert 

That he flioold wecpe for her f what would he doe 
^ Had he the mothie, and thatfor pafsion 
ja3 TThat I haue^hewould drowne the ftage with tearest 

And cleaue the gencrall eare with horrid (pecch^ 
Sfio Make mad the guilty, and aopale the free. 

Confound the ignorant, and amaze indeede 

The veiyfacukies ofeyes and eares syetl, 
S94 A dull and muddy mcttddraskallpcakej 

Likelobn a dreamesirnpregnantofmycaureb 

And can (ay nothing) no not tor a King, 

Vpon whofe proper^ and moft deareWe, 
S9^ A damnrd dcteate was made : am I a coward. 

Who cals me viUaine, breakes my pate a crofle, 
^ Plnckesoflfinybcard^andblowesitinmyface, 

Twckes me by the noTe^ giuei me the fie i th thraote 

As deepe as to the lunges, who does me tbisj 
t % Kah,^wounds I fliould takcit:foritcannotbe 

But lam pid^on liuerd, and kck gall 
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Prince ofDenmarkc^ 

Ofh. Iwasthemoredeceiued. ^^/ 

Ham. GctfheeaNuniyiWbywoulcPA'thoube a brcederoTfin- f 

tiers, I am my felfe indiSercnf booeft, bat ycf I conld accuft mee of 'H 
(iich things, that it were better my Mother had not borne mee : I am 
very proudei reuengefblli amUtioas, wtdi more oficnces at niy beck^ 

then I haue thoughts to put them in, imagination to giue them fhape, i2S 
or time to aft them im what (hoold focb fellowes asldo criuling, be* 

f weene earth and heaaeo» wee are arrant knaues, bcleetic none of vij t 

goethvwaiestoaNunry, Where'syoitrfiiiher? '52-3 
Ofh. At home my Lord» 

Ham. Let the doores be (hnr vpon him, ns 

That he may play the feole no where bnt in's owne boiifti f 
Farewell* 

Ofh. O heipe him you (weet heauens. 6^ 
Hum. If thou doofl marry, lie giue thee this plague for thy dow« 
tie, be. thou as chad as yce, as pure as (how » thou (halt not efeape at- 

]umny \ get thee to a Nunry, farewell* Or if thou wilt needes marry, t H- 
marry a roole . for wife men knowe well enough what monflers you 

make of them : to a Nunry goe, and quickly io^ (iurewelL f^O 

Opb. Heauenly powers reflore him. f 

Ham. I haue heard of y out painnngs well enough , God hath ^« f r4^ 

uen you one face, and you make your fclfes another, you gig & am« t 'i^ 

hit, and you lift you nickoame Gods creatures, and make your wan* t 

toimes ignorance } goe to. He no more on'r, it hath made me madde^ ^^33 

I lay we will haue no mo mariiage, tho(e that are married alreadie, all f 
but one (hall litte,the reft (hall keep as they arc s to a Namy go* GcsK '37 

Ofh. O what a noble mind is heere orethrowne I 
The Courtiers, (buldiers, fchollers, eye, tong^c fword, 
Th*expeftation,andRo(eofthefaireflate, | i6o 

The slafle of fiiOiion, and the mould of iorme, 
Th*c£(cru*d of all ob(erocrs, quite qmte downe. 
And I ofLadiesmofldeieA and wretched, ' t 



Thatrackttbehonnyofhismu(ickcvowesi j t/df 
Now (ee what noble and moft fbueraigne rea(bn ^ 

Like (weet bells tangled out of time, and har(h, t 

That vnmatcht forme, and ftature of Uownc youth t 

Blafted with extacie, 6 woeis mee 

Tliauefeeoewlullbaucfeene^feewhatlfce. £xd> i f^^ 
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The Tragedte ofHamht 

Enter Kini mtd VoAuiuj. 
King. Louc, his affcA'tons cfoc not that way f cnd^ 

Hot what he Tpakc. (hough it lackt forme a little^ 

Was not hkc madfies, there's (bmethifig in his (bule 

Ore which his melancholy fits on broodj 
/J4- Andldoedoubc^thchatchandthcdifclofe 
t V ViU be fomc danger \ mrhich for to preucnCt 

I haiic in quick determination 

Thus (et it downe : he (hall with (peedeto Engio$d9 
fji For the dcmaund of oor ncglcAed tribme^ 

Haply the (eas^ and countries different^ 
iB9 With variable obtefls, fhall cxpell 

This fomcthing fctled matter in his harc« 

Whereon his braincs fltU beating 

Puts Inm thus from fafkion of himfclfc. 
74 What thinke you on't ? 
T^L It/hall doc well. 

But yet doe I belieue the origin and tomencement of his grecfci 
1H6 Sprung from ncglcAed loue : How now 0fhcli4 i 

Xbu neede not tell vs vybat Lord Hamlet b\A^ 

Wc heard it all : my Lord^ doe at you picafc. 

But if you hold it fit^ after the play, 
/^ Let his Quecne-mother all alone intrcatc him 
f To (howhis grief e, let her be round with him^ 

And lie be pbc'd (fb pleaieyon) in the care 

Of all their contercncCi if ibe find him npr, 
m To Sttgland fctici him : or confine him where 

Your wifedome beft fiiall thinke* 
King. Icfhallbcfo, 
ig6 Madnes in great ones mufl not vnmatchtgoe. Exiitnt. 
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niii Enter Hamlet^ani three of the PJajert. 

Ham. Speake thefpcech I pray you as I pronoun'd it toyou; trip* 

pinglyonthetongue.bmUTyoumouthitasmanyof our Playersoo, 

^ I had as liue the towne ayer /poke my lines, nor doe not faw the ayre 

too much withyour hand thus, but vie aO gently , for in the very tor* 

t rent tempeft, and as I may (ay* whirlwind of your paflion, you muft 

B acquire and beget a temperance , that may giue it fmoothneffe , it 

offends meciothefoulej to hcare a robudious perwig«pated fcllowe 

tcre 
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V^r\nc€ ofDenmarke^ 

fere a padion to (otecrs, Co very rags, to rptcetthe eares of the ground* 
lings, who For the moft pare arc capable ofnothing but incxprica- 
ble dutnbe fhowcs, and noy fe : I would haue fuch a fellow whipc for 
ore dooing Termagant, it out Hcrods Herod, pray you aooydek. 
T layer » I "warrant your honour. 

Humtei, Be not too tame neither, but let your owne difcretion be 
your tutor, fute the aQion to the word, the word to the a£lton , with 
this fpcciall obferuance, that you ore-fleppc not the modeftie of na- 
ture; For any thing fo ore* doone, is from the purpofe of playingg 
who(e end both at the firfl, and novvej was and is , to holde as twerc 
the Mirrour vp to nature, to (hew vertue her feature} fcorne her own 
linage, and the very age and body of the time hb forme and prcfltirei 
Now ihisoucr-done, or come tardie ofF, tliough it makes the vnsJkiN 
full laugh ^ cannot but make the iudicjous greeue, the cenfureof 
which one, roufl in your allowance ore-weigh a whole Theater of o*- 
lhers« O there be Players that I haue feene play , and beard others 
prayfd, and that highly, not to (peakeit prophancly . th^tneitber ha« 
uing th'acceitt of Chriftians, nor the gateof Chriflian, Pagan, not 
man, haue fo ftrutted & bellowed, that I haue thought (bme of Na« 
rures lornimen had made men, and not made them well , they imita* 
ted humanitie fo abhominably. 
TUjer. I hope we haue reform'd that indifierentlv with vs* 
Ham. O reforme it alrogether,and let tho& that play your clownes 
Ipeake no more then is fet downe for them, for there.be of them chat 
wil themfelues laugh, to (et on fome quantitie of barraine fpeflators 
to laugh to, though in the meane time, (bmetOeceflary queQionof 
the play be then to be confidered^ that'^ viUanous, and (hewes a moQ 
pitttfull ambition in the foole that vfes it •* goe make you readie. How 
now my Lord, will the King heare this peece of worke I 

SnterPolomfu, ^ttjUenSteme^ & B^femram. 
fcl. And the Queene to, and (hat prefcntiy, 
H^m. Bid the Players make haO. Will you two help to ba(Ientb& 
Rof. I my Lord. £xemf theyfwo^ 

Ham. What howe, i7<ir«r/f^. Enter HarattQ. 

Hora. Heere (wcet Lord, at your (eruice. 
fJam. ii&nt/itf, thou art ee n as iufl a man 
As ere my conuerfation copt witbalL 
H9r. OmydcereLoid. » 
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The Tr^cdic of Hamlet 

NajTt cioe not thinke I flaticTi 

For what aduanccmcnr may I hope from ihec 

That no reuencw haft bqt thy good fpiriis 

To fecde and clothe thce^ vrhy (hould the poore be flattcrd ? 

Nojet the candied tongue iiclce abfiird pompe. 

And crooke the pregnant hindgcs of the knee 

Where thrift may follow fanning \ dooft thoa heart 

SiiKe my deare (btile was minrii of her choice. 

And could of men diftinmini her eleAion, 

S^hath feald thee for her(elfe, for thou haft been 

As one in fuiFring all that fuflFcrs nothing, 

A man that Fortunes buffets and rewards 

Haft une with equall thanks } and bleft are thole 

Whofe bfood and iudgement are (b well cooiedledt 

That they are not a pype for Fortunes finger 

To (bund what flop fhe pleafe : giue me that man 

That 11 not pafsions ftaue. and Iwili weare him 

In my harts core, I'm my hart of hart 

As I doc thee Something too much of thb. 

There is a play to night before the IGngt 

One fcene of it comes ncere the circumftance 

VHiich I haue told thee of my fachen deathi 

I prethee when (houfeeft that a A a foote, 

Euen with the very comment of thy fbnie 

Obierue niy Vncle, if his occulted guilt 

Doe not it (clfe vnkennill in one fpeechj 

It isa damned ghbft that we haue feene. 

And my imaginations are as foule 

As VtUcitm niihy \ eiue him heedfbll noCe« 

For I mine eyes wiuriuet to his face, 

Andafterwe win both ouriudgementstoyne 

In cenfiirc of his (eeming. 

H0r. Well my lord. 
If a fteale ought the whilft th» play is playing 
And fcape deteAed» 1 will pay the theft 

Enter TrumpttSM^d KeaU Drumrnes, Kdt^t SSf^^* 

TolmuSt Of bibs. 

If 4m,. Th^ are comming to the play. I mufl be idle^ 
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Prince ofDenmarXe* 

Get you a place. *^ 

King. How Circs our conn/7ir/v//l f 

lUm. Excellent y{aich| 
Of the Caroeliom diOi» I eate the ayre, 
Promifcrani'd^ you cannot feede Capons (o. 

King. 1 haue nothing with this aunfwer H^miet, 
Tbefe words are not mine 

H4m. No, nor mine now my Lord. 
You playd once PthVniuerfitie you (ayi ^^ 

Pol That did I my Lord and was accounted a good A AoTj 

Hum. What did you enaA f 

l>oi. I did enaa /ikAk/ Cdfir, I was Wild i'th Capiull, 
ITriv/Mf kild mee. 

Ham. Itwasabrutepartofhtmtokillfbcapirallacairediere 
Be the Players readie ? 

Bff. I my Lord, they flay vpon your patience, 

Ger. Comehethermydeeref/#fffir&/,(itbyme. t^^-^i 

Ham. No good mother, heere^s mettle more attra Aiue. 

Pol. Oho, doe you marke that. 

Ham. LadyflialllUeinyourlap? 

Ofbe. No my Lord ^'^ 

limp Doeyouthinke I meant country matters} '^^ 

Oph. I thinke nothing my Lord« 

Ham, That's a hytt ihougfit to l/c befwccne maydes legs. ^^5 

Oft. What is my Lord? 

Ham. Nothing. 

Oph. fou are merry my Lord '^^ 

Ham Whol? 

Opb. I my Lord. 'J^ 

Ham. O God your onely liue-makelr^ what fliould a man do but 
be merry (or looke you how tneerefiilly my mocher Iookes« and my 
fitherdtedwithm'slwohowres. '-^ 

Ophi Nay, tis twice two months my Lord. 

Ham. So long, nay then let the deuleweare blacke, (brilehauea 'i^ 
iute of (ablcs { 6 neauens» die two months agoe, and not fbrgottenyet, 
then there's hope a great mans memorie may out »liue his life haUPe a ^^^ 
y eere« but ber Lady a muft build Churches then*, or els (hall a (ufFcr 
not thinking on, with the Hobby-horfi^ whofe Epitaph is, for 6 fot ^^ 
6|thehobbyhorfc is (bigot, ^44 
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The Tragedie cj Umlel 

fnter a King audd J^jteene^ the ^uetne embrncmg htm, smdhi ber, he 
tsk^r her vp, ami iUclmts his headvfw her neckf^ bs Ijei him demie vf* 
foH d tancke offUwert^Jhefeemg h'm efiiepe^ leMMes him : a»en eeme in nn 
other fnan^tafyief his cretPtte^ ktffesii^pettrsfejfinin thefleeferieates^ 
4u$d/eafieshim: the J^e$tereikrnes,finds she Kiftg dead, makes fn^ 
aUten^thefojfiervntbfeittethreaerfettlreeeme in agfdm ^ feemete een^ 

delswith herjheJeddhodf is carried enpof, the foy/itsrypeees the ^neenc 
Ttitb gifts, Jb^ejeemes ha^ soetile^ httin the end accepts Une^ 

Opb, What meancs this my Lord ? 

Ham. Marry this munching Aial&ce^ it meancs roifcbiefe. 

O^. Belike cb'tt (how imports the argninent of the play« 

tUm. We (hall know by this fellow* Enter ProUgne. 

The Players cannot keepe, theyle tell all. 

Oph. Will a tell vs what this fliow meant ? 

Ham. I, or any (how that you will (how him, be not you 
to (how. heele not (hame to tell you what it meanes. 

Opb. You are naughtjrou are naught Jle mark the play* 

frebne. For vs and for our Tragediei 
Heere (looping to your clemenctei 
We begge your hearing patiently^ 

Ham. Is this a Prologue, or the poGe of a Hng ? 

Oph^ Tis breefe my Lord. 

Ham. As womans loue. 

E.nter King andj^eene^ 

Kmg. Full thirfie times haihT^hebus cart gone round 
l^eptmtes fab wafh, and TV/Z/kt orb'd theground. 
And thirtie dofen Mooncs with borrowed (hecne 
About the world haue times (welue thirties becne 
Since loue our harts, and Hjmen did our hands 
Vniie comucuall in mod (acred bands, 

^nee. So many foucncycs may the Sunne and Moone 
Make vs agat ne count ore ere loue be doone» 
But woe is me, you are To (ickc of late, 
Sofarre from cheere»and from our former ftate» 
Thatldiftfuftyou yetdioughldiflruft. 
Discomfort you my Lord it nothingmufl. 

, Ert 
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Prince of Denm^r^. 

For women fcire too noch^ euen as chcy louc. 
And womcns feare and louc hold quantitiei 
Eycher none»in neither ooghe, or inexcremifie, 
Now what my Lord is prooFchaib n)adeyottknow» 
And as my loue is ciz^d^ my feare is (b« 
Where loae is greats me lideft doubts are feare. 
Where litde feares grow great, great lone growes ther& 

King. Faith I muft leaae thee loue» and (hortly to. 
My operant powers their fun£ltons leaoe to do^ 
And thou (halt liue in this £iire world behind^ 
Honord, belou'd, and baply one ai kind. 
For husband (halt thou. 

^uie. O confound the red. 
Such lone muft necdes be treafon in my brefl. 
In fecond husband let me be accurft> 

None wed the fecondj but who kild the firft. i^m. That's 

The tnftances that fecond marriage moue wormwood 

Are bafc refpeAs of thrift, but none of loue, 
A (econd time I kill my husband dead. 
When (econd husband kifTes me in bed* 

Kinf. Idoebelieueyouthinkewhatnowyottipeake^ 
But wnaf we doe determine, oft we breake* 

Purpofeisbuttheflauetomemoriej (p^ 

Of violeiu birthi but poore validitie. 

Which now the frtutevnripeOicks on the trcCi t^<^ 

But 611 vnfhaken when they mellow bee« 
MofI necefTary tis that we forget 
To pay our felues what to our (elues is debt. 

What to our (clues in pafsionifTcpropofe, ^04 

The pafiton ending, doth the purpofe lole. 

The violence of eytber, griefe, or ioy, t 

Their owne cnoafHires with themfelues deflroy, 

Where ioy moft reuels, griefe doth moA lament, | ^^ 

Greefe ioy,ioy gricfcs, on flender accedenr^ 

This world is not for aye, nor tis not flrange. 

That euen our loues (hould with our fortunes change : 

For tis a queftion left vs yet to proue. 

Whether loue lead formne> or els fortune Iou& 

Tbcgreatmandowneiyoumarkehisfauoutitcflye^ ^^f 

— ^ — — H-a u "Til 
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1 be TrAgcdie oj Hamlet 

2IJ The poore aduaunc'd, makes (rieods of enemies. 
And hecherfo doth looe on fbrcone ttnd. 
For who not needes« fliall neoer lacke a friendj 
2is AndwhoinwanrahoUowfitenddodiciyi 

DireAly (eafons him his enemy, 
Z20 But orderly to end where I begunne, 

Our wilb and fares doe Co contrary ronn^ 
That our deuifes flill are ooerthrowne, 
Oor thoughts are ours^ ihcir ends none ofoor owne^ 
224 So chinke thou wilt no (econd hasband we d, 

But die thy thoughts when thy firf! Lord is dead. 

S£^e» Nor earth to me giue foodei nor heauen light, 
Sport and repofe lock from me day and nighty 
«22<^ To defperation turne ray trufi and hope« 

And Anchors cheere in prifon be my (cope, 
2J0 I Each oppofite that blancks the face ofioy, 
Meete what 1 would haue well, and it deflroy9 
Both heere and hence purfiie me lafling flrife^ Ham. Ifflie fliould 
f 233 If once I be a widdow, euer I be a wife. breake it oow» 

235 Kmi. Tis deeply fworncfweecleauemebeerea while. 
My fpirics grow dull^ and £une I would beguile 
The tedious day with fleepe. 
^ef. Slecpe rock thy braune, 
2y Andneuer come roifcbance betwecne vs twaine* Exima. 
Ham. Madam« how bkoyou this play i 
f 240 ^^^' The Lady doth proteft too much mee thinksL 
Ham. O but (hec'le keepe her word. 
King. Haue you heard the argument? is there no o(Fencein*t? 
244'S Ham. Ko/io,chey do but iefl,poy(bn inicfl,no ofiencel*ch w» Jd. 

King. What doe you call the play? 

24J \ Ham. The Mouretrap^mary how troptcallvi thtsplay b theTmage 

ofamurtherdopneinFiSrwMj^i^if^^is the Dukes name, his wife 

250 Vaptiiia, you (hall (ec anon, cis a knauifli peece of worke^but what of 

that ? your M^eflie, and wee that haue free (bules> it touches vs not, 

let the gauled lade winch, our withers are Tuwrong* This is one Lti^ 

234. sinw/. Nephew to the King» 

Etutr iMciatim. 
t Ofb. You are as good as a Chorus my Lord* 
z^^ Ham^ 1 could interpret bet weene you and your louc 
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Prince ofDenmar\c. 

Ifl could fire Ac puppets dallying. | ^^^ 

Oph. You are keenc my lord, you are iceenc. 
Hdm. I( would coft you a groning co take ofFmmeedgCL 
Oph. Still better and worfe. 

Ham. So you m'tflakc your husbands. Be^neiourtherer^leaue 
thy damnable £iccs and begiOi come, the aoking Rauen doth bcUow 
for reuenec. 

Luc. Tnoughfs black, hands apt, drugga fif^ and time agreong, 
Confiderat feafon els no creature (eeing. 
Thou mixture ranck, of midnight weedes collcAed, 
V Vith ^^r^r/ ban thrice blafted, thrice iniieAcdi 
Thy naturall ma»cke, and dire propertyi I ^^^ 

On wholfome lite vfurps immediatly* 

ffam. A poyfoos him ilth Garden fi>r his eRate, his names Gmj^o^ 
gp^ the flory is extant, and written in very choice Italian, you (haU(ee 
anon how the murtberer gets the loue t&G^n^^goei wife 
Opb. The King riles. 
^«f/. How fares my Lord? 
7#il Giue ore the play. 
King^ Giue roe (bme light, away. 

Pff/. Dghts, lights, lights* ExemtMhu Hum. & Homth. 

Him. Why let the (Irooken Deere goe weepe, 
I The Hart vngauled play. 

For Ibme mufl watch while fbroe mufl fleepe. 
Thus ninnes the world away. Would not this fir & a (brrefl of fta* 
thers, if the reft of my fortunes tume Turk with me, with prouindall 
Ro(es on my raz'd Ihooes, get me a fellowlhip tai a cry of players } 
H^4. Halfeafliare* 
Edm. A whole one L 
For thou dooft know oh D4mm deere 
This Realme difmantled was 
Off^ue himfetfe, and now raignes heere 
Averyve^paiock. 

Hdra. You might haueryra'd. 

Hm. O eood HorMio. Ik take the Ghofls word (or a thonCuid 
pound* Diaft perceiue ? 
Hard. Very well my Lord. 
Bm. VponthetalkeofthepoylhiDg. 
Ikr. Ididve^MfcUnotchim. 
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Tbe Tragedic of Hamlet 

Ham» Ah ha, come (bmeiimfiaiic, come cbe Recorder^ 
For if che King like noc ibe Comedfc, 
Why then bdike he likes ic not pcrdy. 
Comc^ (bme mufique. 

C9tjL Good my Lord, voutlafcmc a fiord fiitbjfoo. 

Hmm. SirawholehiftoriCt 

^ujl. Tbe King (ir. 

Hdm. I fir, what of him ! 

Gujl. Isinbisrctirenieflimcniiloitsdiflcmpred« 

H^im. WithdrinkeHrl 

CyjL No my Lord, with cbollcr. 

Ham. Yottrwifedomcflioiildflievreie (elfe more richer to (ignifie 
thu f che Do Aor, for, for mee to put him co his purgation ^ would 
perhaps plunge him inro more choUcr. 

gujL Good niy Lord pot your dilcourie into fomeframCf 
And flare not (b wildly from my afiairc. 
Hmn. I am Came fir, pronounce. 

GwfL The Queeneyonr mother in mofl great aflli^oQ of iJHrir^ 
bathfentmetoyou. 

}Um. Yon are wetcoroe 

GujL Nay good my Lord, this curtefie is not of tbe right brecde, i£ 
St fliall pleafc you Xo make me a whoMbme aonfwere , I will doe your 
mothers comnuundemcnt, if not, your pardon and niy rcturncj (hall 
be tbe end of bulines» 

Hmm. Sir I cannot. 

"Bssf. What my LordL 

than. Make you a whoUbme an(wer» my wks difeafd, but fir, iiich 
an(were as I can make, you (hall commaund, or rather as you (ay, my 
mother, therefore no more, but to the maiter, my mother you (ay. 

%Sf. Then thus (he (ayes, your bebauiour hath flrookcherintoa* 
nuzement and admiration. 

Ihm. O wonderful fonne that can (b floni/h a mother^ but is there 
no fequcll ii the hcdcs of this mothers admiration, impart* 

Ji^j. She dc(tres to fpeak with y6u in her dofet ere you go to bed. 

limn. We (hall ob^, were (he ten times our tnother» haue you any 
fivther trade with vs ? 

%pf. My Lord^ you once did loue me, 

lUm. And doe flill by thc(e pickers and flealers. 

. lian 
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Prince ofDeitmarh. 

Rof Good my Lordi what is your cau(c oFdiflempcr, you do (lire- 

ly barre the doorcvpon your ownc liberty ifyou deny your griefes to 

your friend. 

Ham. Sirllackeadoaoncemenf. 

J{pf. How can that be, when you haue the voyce of the King him* 

felfe for your fuccefiion in Denmarke. 

E9tter the Pkjferi with Rec&rJers. 

Ham, I fir» but while the graflfe growesi the prouerbe is fbmething 

mufty, o the Recorders, let mee (ee one , to withdraw with you, why 

doe you goe about to rccouer the wind of mee« as ifyou would driue 

me into a toyle ? 

gujl. O my lord,if my duty be too bold, my loue is too vnmanerly< 

Hfw* I do not wel vnderftand that, wil you play vpon this pipe ? 

Cuyl. My lord I cannot. 

V^m, I pray you. 

C9tjl. Bcleeue me I cannot; 

lUm. Idoebefeechyou. 

^ujl. I know no touch of it my Lord. 

lUm. It is as cafie as tying jgoucrne thefc ventages with your fin- 
gers, & the vmberigiue it breath with your mouth, & it \^ difcourfe 
mofl eloquent mufiqoe^ lookeyou. thefe are the flops. 

(jHil, But thefe cannot I commaund to aay vttratice of harmonicil 
haue not the skill 

Urn. Why lookeyou now how vnwoorthy a thing yon make of 
me^you would play vpon mee, you would (eeme to know my ftop^ 
you would plucke out the hart of my miflery, you would (bund mee 
from my lowcfl note to my compa(Ie and there is much mufique ex« 
cellent vovce in this little orgaUjyet cannot you make it fpeak^sliloud 
do you thmk I am eafier to be plaid on then a pipe, call mee what in* 
flrumcnt you wil»though you Utx me not,you caimot play vpon me. 
God blelTeyou (ir. 

Enter t§hmut. 
?oL My Lord, the Quecne would fpeake with you, &prefenily. 
lUm. Ho you fee yonder clowd ihat^ almoft in (hape of a Camel / 
Vol. By 'th roaOe and tis, like a Camell indeed. 
Mm. McethinksitislikeaWczell. 
P^/. IrbbacktIikeaWezelL 
K</9y. Or likea Whale* 
T^/.Veiylikea Whale. 

jKmi>. Then 
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rfer Tragedic of HanUct 

Then 1 will come to my mother fay and by^ 

They foole me to the top of my bent, I will come by & by^ 

Leaue me Friends. 

I will, fay Co. By and by is eaGIy (aid» 

Tis now the very witching time of night« 

When Churchyards yawnCj and hell it felfe breakes out 

Contagion to this world : now could I drinke hote blood9 

And doe fuch buGnes as the bitter day 

Would quake to looke on ; foft, now to my mother^ 

hart loofe not thy nature Jet not eud 
The foule of Nera enter this firme bo(bme« 
Let me be cruell, not vnnaturalU 

1 will fpeake dagger to her, but vfc none. 
My tongue and foule in this be hypocrites^ 
How in iny words (bmeuer Oie be Aient, 

To ^ue them (eales neuer my foule confent £xii. 

* Sni^r Kingt %o/incratiS. dndGnjUenSiarut. 

Khtg^ Hike him not« nor ftands it fafe with vs 
To let his madnes range, therefore prepare you> 
I your commi/Iion will forth- with difpatch^ 
And he to England (hall along with you, 
The termes ot our eflate may not endure 
Hazerdfo neer^s as doth hourdy grow 
'Outofhisbrowes. 

(^Hji We will our (clues prouide. 
Mofl holy and religious fcare it is 
To keepc tho(e many many bodies (afe 
That liue and feede vpon your Maieftie» 

Rof, The (ingle and peculier life is bound 
With all the (Iren^th and armour of the mind 
To keepe it felfe from noyance» but much more 
That (pint, vpon whofe weale depends and rcfls 
The liues of many^ the ctlXt of Maieftie 
Dies not alone ; but like a gulfe doth draw 
What's neere itj with it, or it is a mafsic whcelc 
Fixt on the fomnet of the highe(V mount, 
To whofe hough (pokes* tenne thou(and leflfer things 
Are morteift and adioynt!, which when it fallsy 
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Prince ofDenmdrl^. 

Each fmall annexment petty confcquence 
Attends thebwflrous raine,neucr alone 
Did the King ugh, but a generall grone. 

JCw^. Armeyoulprayyoutotraslpeedyviaget 
For we will fetters put about this feare 
Which now goes too free-footed. 

J^y: We will hafl vs. BctmCm. 

. Enter VJofikif* 
9oL My Lord , hee*s going to his mothers cIofet» 
Behind the Arras rie conuay my felfe . 
To heare the procefle^ Fie warrant (hee*letax him homCf 
And as you fayd, and wifely was it (aydj 
Tis meete that fome more audience then a mother^ 
Since nature makes them parclallj (hould ore^heare 
The (peech of vantage \ farre you well my Leige> 
rie call vpon you ere you goe to bed. 
And tell you what I knowe. Exii. 

King. Tbankes deere my Lord. 

my ofltnce is ranck, it imels to heauettj 
It hath the primall elded curfe vppont» 
A brothen murther, pray can I not, 
Though inclination be as (harp as will| 
My Aronger guilt defeats my Rronft eiitenti 
And like a man to double bufsines Dound, 

1 (land in paufe where I (hall firft beeinne* 
And both negldEt what if this curfed hand 

Were thicker then it (elfe with brothers blood, ^ 

Is there not raine enough in thefweete Heauens 
To wa(h it white as fnowe^ hereto ferues mercy 
But to confront the vifage of oflfence i 

And what's m prayer but this two fold force, ^ 

To be Ibreftalled ere we come to fall» 
Or pardon bein e do wne>then Pie looke vp. ^so 

My fault is paflibutoh whatformeoforayer 
Can ferue my tur ne» forgiue me my foule miuther» 
That cannot be fioce I am ftill po(reft 

OfthofeeffcAsforwhichldidthemurther} ^ 

My Crowncj mine o wne ambitiouj and my Queene i 

^ May 
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The Trdgeiie of Hamlet 

May one be pardond and retaine th oflTence i 
In rhe corrupted currents of this world* 
Offences guilded hand mav fliowc by iuflicCy 
And oft tis feene the wicked prize it (elfe 
Buyes out the lawe» but tis not (b abouet 
There is no Aufling* there the aftion Ues 
In his true nature* and we our felues compeld 
Euen to the teeth and forhcad of our faults 
To giue in euidencc» what then, what refts. 
Try what repentance can> what can it not* 
Yet what can it, when one cannot repent f 
O wretched flare, bofome blackc as death, 

limed foule, that flruggling to be free, 
Art more ingaged | helpe Angels make aflay , 
Bowe flubborne knees» and hart with firings of ftcalct 
Be fofr as finne wes of the new borne babe. 

All may be well. 

Enter HmJiet. 
Jfdm. Now might I doe it, but no w a is a praying. 
And now He doo r,and Co a goes to heauen. 
And fo am I reuendge, that would be fcand 
A villaine kills my father, and for that, 

1 his fole (bune, doe tliis fame villaine fend 
To heauen. 

Why, this is bafe and (illy, not reuendge, 
A tooke my father grofly full of bread , 
Withall his crimes braod blowne, as Audi as May, 
And how his audit ftands who knowes faue heauen# 
But in our circumflance and courfc of tlioughr, 
Tis beauy with him : and am I then reuendged 
To take nim in the purging of his foule, 
Wlien he is fit and fcalond for his paflage:* 

Na 

Vp fword, and knowe thou a more horrid hent. 

When he is drunkc, a fleepe,or in his rage. 

Or in th'inceflious pleafure of his bed, 

At game a fwearing, orabout fome aft 

That has no relifli of faluation in t. 
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Prince ofDenmarl^. 

Then trip him that his heels may kick at heaueiit 
And that his (bulc may be as damnd and black 
As hell whereto it goes } my mother flaiest 
This phifick but prolongs thy (ickly dates. Exit* 

King. My word s fly vp, my thoughts remaine bebwe 
Words without thoughts neuer to heauen goe. Exu 



Enta GirirdrtI dnJTihmm* 
Tdt. A willcomeflrait.Iookeyoulayhometohim,^ 
Tell him his prancks hauebeene toobraod tobeare withi 
And that your grace hath fcreend and flood bctwcene 
Much heate and him» He filence me euen beere> 
Pray you be round. 

Eifter Hmlif. 

Gar. 1lewaityoU|fearemenor» 
With-drawe, I heare him comming. 

H4m. Now mother, what's the matter^ 

Ger. Hdwlet, thou haft thy father much oflPended. 

Htm. Mother,youhauenwfathermucho(Fended. 

Off. Come, comcj you anuvere with an idle tongue. 

Bam. G ocj &oe, you queftion with a wicked tongue. 

Cm Why how now Hamlet i 

Htm. Whiats the matter now? 

Cfr. Haue you forgot me i 

Him, Ho by the rood not fot 
You are the Queency your husbands brothers wife» 
And would it were not foi vou are my mother. 

Cer. Nay then He fet tbofe to you that can fpeake. 

V4m. Come, come, and (it you downe» you fliall not boudge* 
You goe not till I fet you vp a glade 
Where you may (ee the moft part of you. 

Ger. What wilt thou doe» thou wilt not mm tber mci 
Helpehow. 

fol. What how helpc. 

Htm. How now, a Rat> dead for a Duckat« dead. 

7fl/. Olamflaine. 

drr* Ome»what haft thou done? 

Hm^ Nay Iknowenot|isxrthe King? 

l^ Ger. 
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The Tragcdic ofHamJet 

Get. O what a rafh and bloody deede is this. 

lUm. A bloody deede» almoft as bad» good mother 
As kill a King, and marry with his brother. 

GcK As kill a King. 

lUm. I Lady, it was my word. 
Thou wretched . rafli , intruding fbole farwell, 
I tooke thee for thy better, take thy fortune^ 
Thou find'ft to be too bulie is fome danger^ 
Leaue wringing of your hands, peace fit you downCf 
And let me wring your hart, for fo I (hall 
If it be made of penitrable fluffe, 
If damned cuftome haue not brafd it (b, 
That it be proofe and bulwark againft fence. 

Ccr* What haue I done, that thou dar^fl viragge thy tongue 
In noife fo rud e againft me i 

Hdm. Such an a A 
That blurres the grace and blufli of mode(fy> 
Cals vertue hippocrit.takes of the Rofe 
From the faire torhead of an innocent loue. 
And fets a blifler there, makes marriage vowes 
As falfe as dicers oathes»d fuch a deeoe. 
As from the body of contraAion plueks 
The very foulei and fweet religion makes 
A rapfedy of words ; heauens race dooes glowe 
Ore this folidity and compound mafle 
With heated vifage, as againft the doome 
Is thought fick at the aA 

Quet. ^me»whataA^ 

Mun. That roaresfolow'djand thunders in the IndeXy 
Looke heere vpon this PiAure. and on this. 
The counterfeit prefentment of two brothers* 
See what a grace was (eated on this browe, 
BfperiQm€unes3 the front of lone himfelfe , 
An eye like Mars, to t hreaten and command, 
A ftation like the herald Mercmy, 
New lighted on a heaue> a kifsin^ hill » 
A comoinationt and a forme inoeede, 
Where euery God did feeme to fet his feale 
To giue the world affurance of a vaaxii 
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Prince ofDenmarke. 

Thb was your husband; lopkeyou now what foUowes* 

Heere is your husband hke a mildewed eare^ 

Blading his wholfome brother » haueyou eyes. 

Could you on this faire mountaine leaue to fecde» 

And batten on this Moore ; ha , haue you ty ti i 

You cannot call it loue, for at your aee 

The heyday in the blood is taine» it's numblei 

And waits vppon the iudeement, and what iudgement 

Would flep from this to this»fence fureyoue haue 

Els could you not haue motion, but (ure that fence 

Is appoplext, for madnefle would not erre 

Nor fence to extacie was nere fo thrafd 

But it referu d fome quantity of choife 

To ferue in fuch a difference* what deuill waft 

That thus hath cofund you at hodman blind | 

£yes without feeling, feeling without fieht. 

Eares without hands, or tyt%i fmelling lance all» 

Or but a fickly part of one true fence 

Could not fo mope : 6 (hame where is thy blu(h i 

Rebellious hell. 

If thou canft mutine in a Matrons booes» 

To flaming youth let vertue be as wax 

And melt in her owne fire, proclaime no fhame 

When the compulfiue ardure giues the charge^ 

Since ftoft it (eire as aOiuely doth bume« 

And reafon pardons will. 

Gtr. OK«iy/fifpeakenomore» 
Thou turnft my very eyes into my fbule. 
And there I fee fuch biacke and greened (pots 
As will leaue there their tin^ft. 

Him. Naybuttoliue 
In the ranck fweat of an infeemed bed 
Stewed in corruption, honying, and making loue 
OoerthenaftyHie. 

Ger. O fpeake to me no more, 
Thefe words Uke daggers enter in my cares. 
No more fweete Himkt, 

Ham, Amurthcrerandavillaine, 
A flaue that is not t wentith part t he ky tk 
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The Tragedie ofHmUt 

98 Ofyour precedent Lord» a vice of fCingSj 

A cut-purfe of the Empire and che rule, 
too That from a fhelfe the precious Diadem dole 
And put it in his pocket. 
Cer. No more. 

i02 Him. A King of fhreds and patches* 

Sauc me and houer ore me with your wings 
104 You heauenly gards : what would your gracious figure f 
Cer. Alas hcc*s mad. 

"Hdtm Doe you not come your tardy (bnne to chide> 
That lap*(l in time andpafsion lets goe by 
108*9 Thimportant acting ot your dread command j o fay. 
tiQ :. CbaR. Doc not forgeti this vifitation 
Is but to whet thy almofl blunted purpo(c« 
But looke^ amazement on thy mottier (its, 
O flep becweene her, and her fighting /bule, 
1 14 Conceit in weakefl bodies ftrongeft workes» 
Spcake to her HmJct. 
Hdm. How is it with you Lady f 
Ccr. Alas howi*fl with you? 
t That you doe bend your eye on vacancies 
t if8 And with fli'ihcorporall ayrc doe hold difirourfe, 

Toorth at your tyt% your fpirits wildly peep, 
/^ And as tlie (leeping fouldiers in th^alarme. 
Your bedded haire like life in excrements 
Start vp and ftand an end, o gentle fonne 
Vpon the heat and flame of thy diflemper 
i»4 Sprinckle coole patience, whereon doe you looke i 

Ham, On him, on him» looke you how pale he glaresi 
His forme and caufe conioynd, preaching to flones 
Would make themcapable, doe not looke vpon mc, 
i28 Leaft with this pittious aAion you conuert 
My fleame efFc^s, then what 1 haue to doe 
130 Will want true cullour, teares perchance for blood. 
Ccr. To whom doe you (peake this ^ 
Ham. Doe you fee nothing there:* 
'3^ Cer. Nothing at alUyet all that is I fee. 

Htm, Nor did you nothing hearer 
t33 Gen No nothing but ourTelues. 
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Prince of Denmark^ 

Hdin. Why looke you there* looke how it (Icates away. 
My father in his habit as he liuedt 
Looke where hegoeSjeueii now out at the portalL ExHGhofi. 

Cer. Thisis the very coynage of your braine, 
ThisbodileflTe creation extacie is very cunning in. 

Hun. My pulre as yours doth tempcratty keepe time* 
And makes as healthfullmunckei it is not madfoede 
That I haue vttred* bring me lo the teft» 
And the matter will reword^ which madnefle 
Would gambole froiti, mother for loue of srace^ 
Lay not that flattering vnAion to your (buie 
That not your trefpaue but my madnefle (peakes# 
It will but skin and flime the vlcerous place 
Whiles ranck corruption minine all within 
InfeAs vnfeene* confefle vour (elfe to heauen^ 
Repent what's paft, auoyd what is to come, 
And doe not fpread the compofl on the weedes 
To make them rancker, forgiue me this my vertuie^ 
For in thefatnefTeofthefe purfle times 
Verttie it felfe of vice mufl pardon beg. 
Yea curbe and wooe for leaue to doe him good. 

Gtr, OM«»iln thou haft deft my hart in twaine. 

finif . O throwe away the worfer part of it» 
And leaue the purer with the other nalfe. 
Good night, but goe not to my Vndes bed» 
AHiine a vertue ifyou haue it not, 
That monfler cuflome, who all fence doth eate 
Of habits deuill, is angell yet in this 
That to the vfe of aOions faire and good. 
He likewife giues a frock or Ltueiy 
That aptly is put on to re&aine night. 
And that fliall lend a kind of eaflnes 
To the next abflinence, the next more eafle: 
For vfe almoft can change the ftamp of nature^ 
And either the deuill, or throwe him out 
With woriderous potency : once more good nighty 
And when you are defirous to be bleft. 
He blefsi ng beg of vou, for this fame Lord 
I doe repent j but heanen hath pleafd it fo 
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The Tragedie of Hamlet 

f74 To puni/htne with this, and this with me. 
That I muft be their fcouru and minideri 
I will beAowe him and wiUanfwere well 
The death I gaue him } lb againe good night 
'7S J mud be cruell only to be lunde» 

This bad begtnnes, and wor(e remaines behind* 
One word more good Lady. 
tSo cer. WhatfliiSUdoc^ 

Htm. Not this by no meanes that I bid yon doe» 
Let thebiowt King temp*ryou againe to bed* 
Pinch wanton on your cheelce, call you hisMoufe, 
i^4 And let him for a paire of rcechie kifles. 

Or padling in your necke with his damnM fingers. 
Make you to rouell all this matter out 
That 1 eiTentially am nor in madnefle, 
'^ But mad in craft, t*were good you let him kno we» 

For who that's but a Queene, faire, fob er , wife^ 
190 Would From a paddack, from a batj a gib. 

Such deare concemings hide, who would doc fo^ 
No, in dilpight of fence and fecrecy. 
Vnpeg the basket on the houfes top« 
^94 Let the birds fljr, and hke the famous ApCi 
To try condunons in the basket creepe. 
And breake your owne necke downe. 
C&. Be thou alTur'd, if words be made of breath 
'98 A nd breath of life, T haue no life to breath 
What thou had (ay d to mc 
Hm. ImufttoJSiff/^W^youknowethat. 
Ccr. Alack I ludforgot. 
Tss fo concluded on. 

Htm. Ther s letters featd, and my two Schoolefellowes, 
Whom I will truft as I will Adden &ng*d, 
They beare the mandate they muft fweq> my way 
And marfliallmetoknauery :letitworkei 
For tis the (port to haue the engmer 
Hotfl with his owne petar, ao't (ha)l goe hard 
But I will delue one yard belowe their mines» 
And blowe them at the Moone : o tis mo(} fiveete 
When in one line two crafts direAly meetci 
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Prince ofDejmdrl^e, 

This man (hall (cf me packing, 

He lugge the euts into the neighbour roome) 

Mother good night indeed, this Coun(ayIer 

Is now mofl flill, mofl fecret, and mofl graur, 214 

Who was in life a mod fooliOi prating knaue. 

Come firi to draw toward an end with you. 

Good night mother^ Exif. Uir 

and (jufUenflerfte, 

King. There*s matter in thefe Hghes, tbeic profound heaucSi 
You muft tranflate, tis fit we vndcrfland tbetu, 
Where is your fonne ? 

gtr. Beflow this place on vs a lit tie while • 4 

Ah mine owne Lord, what baue Ifccne to night . 2 

King. VfhsLt QertrttrJ^hoYi dooes Ham&t f 

Ger. Mad as the (ea and wind when both contend t 

Which b the mightier* in his lawlefle fit, s 

Behind the Arras bearing (bme thing flirrfi 

Whyps out his Rapier, cry es a Rat, a Rat, 1 10 

And in thisbr^ilh apprehenfion kills 
The vnfeene good old man. 

Xiwr. Oheauydeedcl '^ 

If hacibecnc (b with vs had wee been tfaerct 
His libertie is full of threates to all. 
To you your (elfe, to vs, to euery one, 

Alas, how flxall this bloody dccdc be an(wei'd ? '^ 

It will be layd to vs, whofe prouidcnce 
Should baue kept ft)ort, reDraind, and out of haunt 
This niad young man ) but fo much was our lone^ 
We would not vnderfiandwhatwasmoft fir, ao 

But like tlie owner of a fouledi(ea(e 
To keepe it fi'om divulging, let it feede 
Euen on the pith of life : wnereis begone? 

Ger^ To draw apart the body he hath kild> 24 

Ore whom, his very madnes like fome ore 
Aiponga mincraD of mettals bafe, "" 

Showes it felFe pure, a weepes for what is done. 

Kint* OGertrarJ,comcm^yf ^ 
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TDe Tragcdic oj ifamlct 

29 Tbc fiinne no fooner (hall the moonc aincs toach« 
But we will (hip him bcnce^ and f his vile dccde 
Wc maft wif h all our Maieflie and skill Ewter %0f. d- QmA 

Bof h countcnauncc and cxcufc. Ho CttfUeMerne. 
Friends both, goc ioy nc you with fomc further ayde^ 
Uamlei in madncs hath T^otamHS flainct 
And from his mothers elofet hath he dreg'd himi 
Goe feeke him ouc fpeake fay re, and bring the body 
Into the Chappell 5 1 pray you haft in this, 
Come Girtrard, weele call vp our wifefl friends. 
And let them know both what we meane to doe 
And whats vntimely doone^ 
Whofe whifper ore the worUs dyameter« 
As leuell as the Cannon to his blanck, 
Tranrports his poyfhed Aiot* may mifie out Nam^ 
And hit the woundlefle ayre. 5 come awayi 
MyfbuleisfuUofdifcordaiiddifmay. Extmt. 

Enter HAmkt.RofrncrMtr pothers. 

iUm. Safely ftowdibut (bft^what noyfe« who calls on Ikmtet f 
O hecre they come* 

B^f, What haue you doone mv Lord with the dead bo^y ? 

Ham. Compound it with doff whereto tis kin. 

J^pf. Tell vs where fis that wc may rake il tbencc« 
And beare it to the ChappeU. 

Uam. Doe not bcleeue it« 

%pf Belccuewhat. 

Ham. That I can kccpeyour coUnfaile &* not mine owne befides 
to be demaunded of a (punge* what reply cation Aiould be made by 
theibnne of a King« 

Rcf. Take you me for a fpunge my Lord? 

Ham. I fir, that fokes vp the Rings countenaunce,his rewards, his 
authorities, but fuch Officers doe the Kine befl feruice in the end, he 
keepes them like an apple in the corner ofhis iaw; firft mouthed to be 
laft fwallowed, when hee needs what you haue gleandj it is but fquec* 
fingyou, and fpungeyou ffiall be diy againe. 

Rgf. I vnderfland you not my Lord. 

ham. I am glad of it, a knauifli fpeceh fleepesin a foolifh earc. 

Rpf. My Lord^yott mull tcUvs where (he bod^isj and goe with vs 
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cfDenrndrke. 

Hm^ ThebodybwiththcKjngibatcfacKiiigbnocnUIiihe 

body. TheKingtsathin& 
Giifi'^ A thing my Lord 
Him9. Ofnocningy bring me lo him. Sxeuii^. 

Cniir Kin9y 49$ J iwa or three. 
JBTfMjr. I haue fcnt Co (cclce nira, and Co find che body» 
How dangerons is ic chac chis man goes looftj 
Yef muff noc we puc che (IrongLaw on himj 
Hec*s lou'dof the diflraAed multitude. 
Who fikc not in their iudgement^ but thcyr eyes, 
And where tis fb, th*oflfenders fcourge is waycd 
But oener the oflPenee s to beare all finooth and ettcn> 
This ruddaine fending him away muff (ecme 
Dehberate pauft, difeafes defpcrac grownej 
By detperai applyance ait rcbcn'd 
Or noc at all 

Snierl^efitM'MtiaMdmBtber^. 
King. How now^ what hach be&lne ? 
1(fi/. Where the dead body is beflowd my Lord 

V Ve eannot eec from him. 
Kmg. But where is nee? 

Xef. Without my lord, guarded Co know yowplealure 
King. Bring him before vs. 
^f. HoWi bring in the Lord. Tbrf enter. 

King. Now Hnmlet, wbcre*s Pcbmmf 
Hnm. Ac (upper. 
Ting. At fupper^ where. 

Banu Not where he eates. butwhereaiseacenjacerCmeconiia<* 
cation of politioae wormes are cen at him : your worme is your one!/ 
EmperourForciyeriWefatallaeacures els to fovs» and wee fac out 
felues for maggots, your fat King and your Icane begger is but vaaai- 
b)e (eruice, two diflies but Co one cable, chat's che end* 
King. Alas, alas. 

Hnm. A man may fiffi with the worme that hatli caCe ofaKb^ fie 
eace of che (i/h that hath fedde of thaC worme. 
King. King. WhatdooRchoumeanebycbis? 
Hnm. Nocbingbucco(bewyouhowaKingrQaygoeapiogireflfe 
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The Ttilgedie nf Hmdet 

brooj^ diegocs of ab^ggR 

fCmg. Vlhat'n F^Ummt f 

fim^ InhcaacHtfe nJ ihcriic r toftc, ifycm mtfkagja fiDdchin 

« dure, fi^ke Im ildi ocbcr pbcc yov fielfe, liol iHod 
MID noc wkhsn this mofidit yoaihall ncrfc kimasyoagioe vpthe 

qrrcs info cbc Lobbjr* 

JTii^. Goefecfcchmclicre* 

/£m. AwiDfUjr dUjroocoiiic. 

a> HcttiSrf this dccM for chmecipcdaBGtfc^ 
we do imdcf , at wc dccrdjjr jpicnc 
t whkii tboa baft door, moil fcod chcc hcDccL 
rficrefbre prepare thjr (cife» 
The Sarck is read]r, and fbe vriod at bdpe^ 
Th'af&dais feod, aod eocfj dHDg is bcoc 
For EM/Umd. 
Htm. faEMgimL 
Kmg. IffsmUi. 
Hdm. Good. 

^l' Soistoifchoolnew'ftoorpiirpolct. 
Ham. irceaChcrobtlialiMilic^botcoiDefbrf*ij{/an( 
ParewcU d€at Mother. 
Ki9fi. Thy lootng Father f&M^. 
Ham. My mother. Father and Mother IS mao and irifet 
Man and «i^ is one flefli, fo my motbcf : 
Come for SngUmL Sxd. 
Kp9^* FoDowhimatnKite, 
Tempt him wif h (peede abord, 
Dday it not, lie bane him hence io night 
Away, for eocry thing is feaU and done 
Thatek Icanes on th*affiiyre, pray yon make baft^ 
And EngMif if my k)ne tboo boIcTft at ought* 
As tny peat power thereof may giue ihee fenc^ 
SitKe yet thy Cicatrice tookes raw and red^ 
After the Danifli fword and chy free awe 
Payei homage to ts, thon may ft not coldly (et 
Oar(bocndgncproce(re» which imports at full 
By Letters congruiog to that eflPcA 
The prcfent death ofHamUt, doe it Bftgbml^ 
ForlUce tbeHccdqueiomy bk>odhenige<» 
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Pnnee ofDcnmarJ^. 

And cbou mud cure me ; till I know tis done. 

How ere my haps, my ioycs will ocre begin. ffjck^ 



Enter FortiPfh'4Jfe wth hit Army oiter the B^ge. 
Fortm. Goe Captaine, from me ereec the Danifh King, 
Tell him » that by his lycence Finf'tMrajje 
Craues the conuey ance of a promifd march 
Ouer his ktngdome, you know the randeuous 
If that his Maieftie would ought with vSj 
We (hall expreflc our dulie in bis leye« ^ 
And let bim know ib. 
C4f^ I wilt dooV my Lord* 
F^r^ Goefoftlyon* 

Enter HamleU Ts^tnersms, e^r. 
Ham. Good (irwho(e powers are theft? 
C^. ThcyareofiVi9nr4^(tr. 
Bum. Howpurpofclfirlprayyoii? 
Cof* AgainR(bmcpartofP^/4M/. 
Hum. Who commaunds them (ir ? 
Qff* ThcNephtw to old Nhwi^^F^netthy^^ 
Htm. Goes it againfl the mmne of ?^i!Wfiry 
Or for fome frontire i 

C^p. Truly to (ptake» and with no addition. 
We goe to gaine a little patch of ground 
That liath in it no profit but the name 
To pay fine duckets^ fiue 1 would not farme it) 
Nor will if yecld to Nwwuyox thtPeip 
A ranckcr rate, fhould it be (old in fee. 

ffoff^ Why then the Ptfiikri^^ neuer will defend it. 
Cdf. Yes, it is already jsarifbnd. 

Ham. Two thou(and toulcs, & twenty thoufand duckets 
Wilt not debate the queftion of this Rraw 
This is thMmpoflume of much wealth and peacCf 
That inward breakeSi and (howcs no caufewitboaf 
Why the man dies. I humbly thanke you Gt. 

Cy. Godbayyoufir« 

l{g/: Wife plcafe you goe mv Lord? 

Ham^ He be with you ftratght, goe a little before. 
How all occaiions doe infbrme againft me , , 
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Tbe TrdielSie of BamJct 

Alt* J Ifl 

Andipnrixiydullrcuengc» What is a man 
If his chicfe good and marker of his time 
Be but to flccpe and fecde, a beaft» no more : 
Sare he that made vs with fiich large JMcoudt 
Looking before and after, eaue vs not 
That capabililie and god-hkereafbn 
To ftif) in vs vnvfdj now whether it be 
Befliall oUiuioni or Tome crauen (crupic 
Of thinking too preeifely on th'eucnt| 
A thought which tjuarterd hath but one part wileJomi 
And eua three parts cowatdi I doe not know 
Why yet I line to fay this tbing*s to doe, 
Sith I haue caufe, and will, and ftrength, and mcanes 
To doo't ( examples grofle as earth exhort me^ . 
Wimesthis Armyof fuch maflfe and charge^ 
Led by a delicate and tender Prince^ 
Whofi: (pirit with diuine amUtion pufr^ 
Makes mouthes at the invifible euenr, 
ExpoHng what is mortall, and vnAir^ 
To all that fortune, death, and danger dare, 
Ettcn for an Egge- (hell. Rightly to be great> 
Is tmt to fhrre without great argument^ 
But greatly to find auarrell in a ftraw 
When honour's at the flake, how flandl then 
That haue a father kild»a mother Aaind, 
Excy temenfs of my reafon, and my blood. 
And let all flcepe» while to my fhame I fee 
Theiminent death oftwenty thoofand men> 
That for a fantafle and tricke of fame 
Go^ to their graues like beds, fight fer a plot 
Whereon the numbers cannot try the caufe, 
5^ . Which is not tombe enough and continent 
To hide the flaine, 6 from this time forth. 
My thoughts be bloody» or be nothing worth* Exit^ 
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lY^ SfHer Horatht GnirarJ, mda gentlfnmn. 

^i^$. Iwilinotfpeakewithhcr* 
Gtm^ Shee is impomjnats 
Indecde diftrafti her moode wiU needes be pittied. 
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Prince of Dcnmar}^. 

^Uf€* what would (he baue? 
Gtnt, Shefpeakes much of her father/ayes (he heares 
There's Cricks Tth world, and hems» and beatesher harc^ 
Spurnes cnuioufly at flrawcs,(peakes things in doubt 
lliat carry but halfe fence, her (peech is nothing, 
Ye( the vn(haped vfe of it doth moue 
The hearers to colle£lion« they yawne at it^ 
And botch the words vp (it to theyr owne thougjbts. 
Which as her wincks, and nods, and gcftures yeeld theni» 
Indeede would make one thinke there misht be thought 
Though nothing fure, yet much vnhappiy. 

KoTA. Twere good (he were fpoken with, (or (hee may flrew 
Dangerous conieAures in ill breeding mindeSi 
Let her come in. 

Enter O^luu 
^gee. ^ T o my (icke (bule, as linnes true nature is» 
' Each toy (cemes prologue to (bme great amiflej 
* So full of^Tx\tGt iealoude is guilty 
^ It fpills it felfe, in fearing (o be (pylt* 
Opb. WhereisthebcautiousMaieflieofDenmarke/ 
^ee. How now Ofhclia f Ihtcfagu 

Oph» How (hould f your true loue know from another onei 
By his cockle hat and naCTe, and hisSendall (hoone* 
^i^t* Alas fweet Lady, what imports this fong) 
Opli» Say you, nay pray you marke, 
He is dead & gone Lady, he is dead and gone, 
At hU head a gra(greene tuipb^ at his hedes a (tone, 
Oho. 
^eis lJ2y hut 0pheS4. 

Ofb. Pray you roarke. White bis (hrowd ai the mountainefhow. 

Efiler Ktng, 

^l^fe. Alas looke heere my Lord. 

Oph, Larded all with (weet flowers. 
Which beweept to the ground did not go Soi§g. 

With true loue (howers. 

Km9. How doeyou pretty Lady? 

Oph, Well good dildyou, they (ay the O wic was a Bakers daugb-* 
ter, Lord we know what we are, but know not what we may be. 
God beat your table. 
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The Tme3ic ofHmkt 

Kbt£. ConcdcvponhcrFauier. 

OfS. Pray IcfshattC no words ofthistbocwbciichejriskc you 
what ir fncancS|(ay you ihis; 
To morrow is S^Valcnonesdayy Sm£. 

AH in Che morning l)ctini€» 
And I a maydc at yoor.window 
To be yoar Valentine. 

Then vp he rofe^aod dond his clole»and dopt the chamber doore^ 
Lef in che maide^char one a maidcinetter depaned more. 

Xkig* PrtnfOph&$. 

Opb. Indeede without an oadi He make an end on% 
By gisandby Saint Cbarine^ 

abcic and fie for flumes 
Yoong men will doo^c if they come f 00% 

by Cock they are too blame. 
Qiioth (he. Befoceyott torobied roeiyoo promilil me to wedi 
(HeaniWen) Sowonid la done by yonder funne 

And thou hadft not come co my bed. 

Xhig, How long hath fliebeene thus? 

OfS. I hope all win be welljwe muft be patients but 1 cannot chuft 
but weepeto f hinke thev would lay htm i*th cold ground my brother 
fliail know ofit, and iblthanke you for your good counlaile* Come 
my Coach, God night Ladies^ god tught. 
Sweet Ladfes god nightj god nigbt. 

ling. Folk) w her cbfe, g^ue her good watch I pray you. 
O thu is thepoyfbn of deepe griefe, it (prings all from her Fathers 
death, and now behold» o Gntrsrd^ G^rtrara^ 
When (brfowes come» they come not fingle fpyesj 
But in batralians ; firft her Father flaine^ 
Next,youribnnegone»and hemofli violent Author 
Of his owne iuft remooe* the people muddied 
Tittck and vnwholfome in thoug^fs^ and whUpers 
For good T^Unisa death : and wcbaue done but greenly 
In hugger mugger to inter turn : poore OfhiAa 
Deuidcd from berfelfe, and her faire iudgementj 
V Vithout the whidi we are pi AureSi or meere beaf{^ 
Laft,and asmoch contayning as all thefe. 
Her brother istn feaet come bom Fraunce, 
Feeds on tbb wonderJccepesbimTelfeio dowdcsj 
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^me of Denmarl^. 

AnJwanCsnotbuKasioinrcQhifcare 90 

With pefblcne Q>eeches of his fathers death. 

Wherein neceflhy of imtc er beggerd. 

Will nocbidg ftiek our per fon to arraigne 

In eare and eare : d my deare G^rtrsrd, this 94 

Dke to a miirdting peece in many plaees 

Giaes 0e fuperfluous death. Anrifi mibhu ^ 

King. Attend, where is my SwiikrSy let ihem guard the doore» ^ 
What isthe matter ? 

Mefpm. SaueyourfelfemTLord. ^ 

The Ocean ouer«peering of nb lift 
Bates nottheflacswith more impitious haft ^^ 

Then young Lanns in a riotous head 
Onsbeares your Officers : the rabble call him Lord^ 
And as the world were now but to beginne» 
Antiijuit^ forgot, cuflome not Icnowne^ '^^ 

The ratificrs and props of euery word. 
The cry chooie we» iMrtes (hall be King, 
Caps, hands, and tongues applau d if ro the ckudsj 
Xiimr/ (hall be King|£4frr^/ King. '<^ 

«^r. Howcheerefiillyonihe&retrailcdieyay.wlivfjfSiiwf^ 
O thisiscoutiteryonfiiireDatiiOidogges, 

Enter Lanta urtih otter/* ^ 

Xiff£^ The doores are broke. 
Zaer. Whercis thisKSng? firs (landyou all without* "' 

n/ilt. No lets come in* 
luur. Iprayyoug|ucmeIeaae« 
UlL VVcwiHwcwilL '^ 

Imt. IthankeyoUikeepechcdoori^ochontrileKing, 
Giue me my father. 

^^jwf. CalmelygoodLiiMAr. "^ 

Imt. That drop ofbloodlhatscalmeproclamcs me Baihr^i 
Cries cuckold to my 6ther. brands the Harlot 

Euen heere betweene the chaft vnfmlrched browe "9 

Of my true mother* 

Kiig, VVhatisthccaule^nvrfr/ /jo 

That tby rebdlionlookcsfogyamfikc i 
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The Tragedie of Hamlet 

Let him goe Gertrard^ doe not feare our perfooi 
Therc*s fuch dtuinitie doth hedge a King, 
TIuc treafbn can bur peepe to what it would, 
'^ Aa's Utde of his will. tcU me Ijtfrta 

Why chott art thus inccnft« let him goe gerirMrJU 
Spcalcc nian. 
'^ Laer. Where is my father? 

Kin^. Dead. 

j^H. Butnotliyhinu 
"^ Km^. LcthimdemaundhbfilL 

Ldur. How came he dcad» lie not be iugled with» 
To hdl allegiance, vowes to the bhckeft deuiU» 
Confcience and grace, to the profoundeft pit 
I dare damnatioo, to this poynt I ftand, 
That both the worlds I g^oe to negligence. 
LtX come what comes, onely He be reueng*d 
Moft throughly for my father. 

King. Who (hall nay you ? 

Liur. My will» not all the worlds I 
And for my meanes He husband them (b wdlj 
'^ They fliall goe farre with little. 

King. Good Laerus^ if you defire to know the certainty 
Of your deere Father, i'ft writ in yoiu reuenge. 
That foopftake. YOU will draw bothfriend and fee 
Winner and loom. 

Loir. Noiie but his enemies. 

Zing. Win you know them theni 

Laer. To his good friends thus wide lie ope my armes. 
And like the land life*rendring Pelican, 
Repafl diem with my blood. 

King. Whynowyou(peake 
Like a good child, and a true Gentleman* 
That I am guihlefTe of your fathers deaths 
And am rooft fencibly in griefe for it, 
' '^ It /hall as Jeuell to your tudgement peare 

As da^ dooes to your eye. .A najfe wUIm. 

Enter OfbeUa. 

L^iT. Let her come in. 
How nowi what noyfe is tha \ 
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O heatet diy vp my braincs, teares leaiien dines /alt 

Burne out the fence and venue of mine eye. 

By heauen thy madnes (hall be pay d with weight . > . 

Tell our fcale turne the beame, O Role of May^ 

Deere mayd» kind nner, fweet 0^i&f£ri 

O heaaens^ in polGble a young maids wits 

Should be as mortall as a poore mans lifie; 

Ofh. They bore him bare-fafte on the 6eere» Svng. 

Ana in his graue rain'd many a tearcj 
FareyouwellmyDoue. 

lAer. Hadn thott thy wits, and did'ft per(wade reuenge 
It could not mooue thus* 

Ofh. Yourouftfingadowneadowne, 
And you call him a do wne a. O how the wheele becomes \u 
It is the falfe Steward that ftole his Maifters daughter. 

Litr. This nothing's more then matter. 

Ofh. There's Rofemary, thats for remembrance, pray you loue re- 
member, and there is Pandes, thats for thoughts* | t 

lUur. A document in madnes, thoughts and remembrance fitted. 

Opbe. There's Fennill for you, and Uolcmbines, there's Rewe for 
you, & heere's (bme for me,we may call it herbe of Grace a Sondaies, 
you may weare your Rewe with a diflcrence, there's a Dafie^ I would 

S'ueyottlbme Violets, but they witherd all when my Father dyed, 
ey fay a made a good end. 
For bonny (weet Robin b all my ioy. 

lAter^ Thought and afBlQiohs,pafl]onihen it (eUe 
She tumes to fauour and to prettines. 

Oph, Andwilanotcomeagainck Smi^* 

And wil a not come againe, 
No, no, he is dead, goe to thy death bed^ 
He neuer will come againe* 
His bear d was as white as D10W9 
Flaxen was his pole. 

He is gone, he is gone,and wecaft away mone, 
God a mercy on his (bule^ and of all Chriflians lbuks» 
God buy you. 

X<f^. DoeyoutlusoGod. 

Kkg. £4ryfr/, I muff commune with your gpefiij 
Qryou deny me right j goe but aparfj 

Li Make 
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i tic 'I rageate oj aamiet 

Make choice of whom your wifcft friends you will^ 
A nd they (hall heare and iudge twixt you and mei 
If by dire A| or by colamrall hand 
io8 They find vs touchi, we will our Idngd^roe g^uei 
Our aownci our Uk, and all that we call ours 
To you in facisfa Aion j but ifnoti 
Be you content to lend your patience to VS| 
And we (hall ioyncly Ubour w'tthyour (ode 
To giue it due content. 
Imt^ Let this be fo* 
2t4 His mcanes of death, his obfcurefiinerall. 

Ho trophe (Word* nor hatchment ore his bone^ 
No noble right, nor formail oftentationj 
Cry to be heard as fwere from heaueo lo earlbt 
t Thar I muA call't in queftion. 
218 Kmi^ SoyoufliaOi 

And where th*o(Ience is, let the g^eaf axe faDL 
220 1 pray you goe with me. Bxtum. 

\yyl Enter IbraiiQ mid 0ihiri. 

Hw4. VVhat are they that would fpeake with me? 
G99d. Sea-faring ipen Gr, they fay they haue Letters for you* 
Jfftr. Let them come in. 
4 1 doc not know from what part of the world 
t I fliould be 0-ceted. If not from Lord Umkt. £mer S^fhrs. 
Say. GodblefTeyou fir. 
hora. Let him blefle thee to* 
1 8 Say. A fhall fir and pleafe him, there^s a Letter for you fir , it came 

t fro th^Embafiador that was bound for BrgiSni^ if your name be Ha« 

r^ii^i as I am let to know it is* 

J2 Hot. HorathfVfhen thou Oialt haueouer lookt this, giue thcfefel- 

14 lo wes fomc meancs to the King, they haue Letters for him : Ere wee 

were two dates old at Sea, a Pyrat of very warlike appointment gaue 

vs chafe, finding our felues too flow offaile, wee put ona compelled 

1 18 valour, and in the grapple I boorded them , on the inflant they got 

dcereofour /hyp, fo I abne became theyr prifoner* they haue dealt 

with me like thieues of mercie,but they knew what they did, lam to 

doe a rornefor them, let the King haue the Letters I haue fenti and 

24 repay re thou to me with as much fpeede as thou wouldefl flie deaths 

t I haue wordcs to ipeakc in thine eare will make thee dumbe^ yet are 
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Prince of Detimarl^CM 

tbcymochtooli^hefortbeborcloftbe matter, iheCc good fdbites 
wQI bring cbce where laiD, ^Jhchmmi Oitytimilime bold cheyr 
courfi for B^lmid, of tbem I baae nnicb to fell thee, farewelL 

Hw. Come I will you way for theft your letteub 
And doo*t f he (peedier that yoo may direft me 
To him 6om whom you brought tbem» Sxum^ 

King, Now mud your confSeoee wy acquittancefealei 
And yoo mufl pot me in your hart for mend, 

Siih you haue heard and with a knowing ear^ 

That he which hath your noble father ftaioc 

Purfued my Ii6« 
JLur. Icwellappearesibuttellmee 

Why you proceede not againft thefe feates 

So criminal! andfb capitall in natarci 

As by your fafetie, |reatnesy wifdom^ all things els 

You mainely were uirrM vp. 
Itm/. O for two Ipedalt rea(bns 

IVhich may to you perhaps (eeme much vnCnnow'd^ 

But yet to met tha'r flrong, the Qoeene his i 

Dues almoft by hislookcs, and for my (elfc^ 

JMy verme or my plague, be if cyther which, 

Sheis Co concliue to ray life and Ibulct 

That as the Aarre roooues not but in liisiphere 

I could not but by her, the other motiuc, 

Why to a publique count I tnight not goci 

Is the great bue the generall gender beare him. 

Who doping all his faults in thcyr aflPcAion, 
Worke like the (pring dial tometh wood to flon^ 
Conucrt his Giua to graces, (b that my arrowcs 
Too fTightiy tymberdfer Co loued Arm*d, 
WouM haue reucrted to my bowe again^ 
But not where I haue ay m*d them* 

Zw. Andfohauelanoblefiilherlofl) 
A fifler drhien into defpral termes, 
Whofcwordi|ifprayfestnaygocbaekeag^e 
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The Tragidit ofHmUt 

28 ScoodchaDengeroninountofailtbcage 

For her perfeAions, bur my reucnge will come. 

30 King, Breakc hoc yourfleepes for that, vou muft noC lUnk 

That wt are made of fluffe (o flac and dull. 
Thai we can ler our beard be /hooke with danger* 
And th'mke it paftime^ydu fliordy (hall heare morcj 

34 I lotted your ^iher^ and wcioue our (eUe, 
And (hac I hope will teach you to imagine^ 

'*':. GuirMMejfeugerwhhUttiri. 

^ A/fJfitt. The(etoyourMaicflieiihistotbeQ.tt€enej 

js XiMjg. From/£ii»&/,who brought them? 

c>M;^ Sapf lers my Lord f hey fay^ I faw them notj 
#0 They were gmen me by C/aitdU, he receiued them 
Of mm that brought them. . 
Kmg. Z4M«r you fliall heare them :leaue vs. 
43 ^ High and mighf^^ you (hall know I am At naked on your Idngdom. 
to monow (hall 1 begge leaue to (ee your kingly ey es,when I (hal iirft 
askkigyon pardon«£ere«vnto recount the occa(ion of my (iiddaine 
4^ retume. 

50 Km^. What (hould this meane» are all the reft come backer 

t Or is It (bme abu(e» and no fuch thing i 
Uer, Know you the hand i 
King. Tii HdmUis carsiRer. Naked, 
And in a poft(cript heere he (ayes alone, 
1 5^ Canyott aeui(e me ? 

Ijuk I am loft in it my Lord but let him come. 
It warmes the very licknes in my hart 
That I Hue and tell him to his teeth 
Thus didft thou. 
s-f King. If it be (b £4^«iy 

As how (hould it be (b, howotherwifcj 
Will you be rulM by me ? 
60.1 Jjur. ImyLord^foyouwillnotore-rulemetoapeace. 

King To thine owne peace, if he be now returned 
As the King at his voyage, and that he meanes 
^4 No more to vndertake it, I will worke him 

To an cxploy t, now ripe in my deuife, 

66 Ynder die which he /hall not choofebul fall : 

And 



BO 



IV^Ii. 



Prince ofDenmAr}^. 

And for Ku death no wind of blame Oiall breathy 
Bot eoen bis Mother (hall uncharge (be pra Aift, 
And call it accedent. 

Ijur. My Lord I will be ruFd, 
The rather if you could denift ic (b 
That I might be the organ. 

Ting. It Tails right, 
You haue beene talkt of (ince your trauaite moeh^ 
And that in Hmubts heating, for a qualitte 
Wherein they (ay you Oime^yoor furome of parts 
Did not together pluclce fuch enuie from him 
As did thac one, and that in my regard 
Oftbevnworthieft fiedge. 
IMT. What part is that my Lord ? 
Kbtg. A veiy riband in the cap of youth* 
Yet needfuU to, foryouth no lefle becomes 
The lieht and carelefle Kuery that it weares 
Then felled age, his Abies, and his wecdes 
Importing health and grauenes \ two months (uice 
Heere was a gentleman of If ^rmdndf. 
I haue fcene my firlfe.and (eru'd againn the French, 
And chey can well on horfcbacke, but this gallanc 
Had witch-eraft in*t, he ^rew vnto his (eate. 
And to fuch wondrous doomg brought his horlc» 
As had he beene incoip*fl, andderoy natur'd 
With the braue beaft, (o fiirre he topt me ihougjbrf 
That I in fbrgerie of fliapes and Iticks 
Come (hort of what he did. 
iMT. A Norman wafl I 
Kuig^ A Norman. 
Uer. VpponmylifcLtimn/. 
Kmg. The very fime. 

Lur. I know him well, he b the brooch indeed 
And lem ofall the Nation* 

King. He made confefiion of you, 
And gaueyou fiich a maflerly report 
For art and exercife in your defence. 
And for your Rapier moft e(peciall| 
That he cride out t'wouldbealight indeed 
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If one coold inacch you } the Scrimuits of ihcir nation 
He fivore had neUber motioni guard nor eye. 
If you oppofd them } fir this report of hit 
Did HMmbi (o enuenom wkh lus enuy, 
That he could nothing doe but wifli and beg 
Your (bdaine comming ore to pby with you 
Now out of this* 

Lour. What out ofthismv Lord? 

King. Z^fifr/wasyourfatherdearetoyou? 
Or are you like the painting of aibrrowei 
A face without a hare ? 

Lur. Why aske you this ? 

Khtg. Not that I thinkeyou did not loue your fiithcTj 
But that I knowc» loue is l>^unne by n'oie^ 
And that I fee in paflages of proofe. 
Time oualifies the (barke and fire of if, 
lliere liues within tne very flame of loue 
A kind of weeke ot fiiufe that will abate it. 
And nothing *ts at a Tike goodncs flill^ 
For goodnes grow'mg to a plurifie. 
Dies in his owne too much, that we would doe 
We fhould doe when we would : for this would change , 
And hath abatements and dclayes as many» 
As there are tongues^ are hands^ are accedents. 
And then ihis /hould is like a (pcnd thrifts figh, 
That hurts by eafmg ; but to the quick of thMcerp 
MMmtet comes back, vvhat would you vndcrtake 
To (howe your (elfe indcede your fathers fonne 
More then In words ? 

Z4^n To cut his thraot i*(h Church. 

King. No place indcede (hould murtherfanAuariftj 
Reuendge (hould haue no bounds : but good Laer$i$ 
Will you doe thisi keepe dofe within your chambcfj 
Htimfet reiurn'd, (hall knowe you are come homci 
Wcele put on thofe (hall praife your excellency 
And fet a double varni(h on the fame 
The french man gaueyoui brihgyou in fine together 
And wager ore your heads \ he being remi(rei 
Moft generou5> and frecfromall contriuing, 
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Prince of Denmar1{c. 

Will not peruPe (he foyief, fo that with cafe, rj/ 

Or with a little niu(!Iing,you may choofe 
A (word vnbated, and in a pace of praAife 
Requite him for your Father. 

Ijter. Iwilldoo'f, 740 

And for purpofe, He annoy nt my fword* 
1 bought an vnAion of a Mountibancic 

So roortall> that but dippe a knife in it, ^ 

Where it drawei bloody no Cataplafme Co rarCi /^ 

ColieCled from all (imples tbar haue vertue 
Vnder the Moone, ean (aue the thing from death 
That is bur fcratcht withall» He tutch my point 
With this contagion^ that if I eali him flightly^t may be deaths /^<p 

Kittg. Lets further thinkeof this. 
Wey what conuenience both of time and meanes rso 

May (it vs to our (hape if thu (hould fay le^ 
And that our drift looke throueh our bad perfbrmancCi 
Twerc better not aflayd, therefore this proieA, 

Should haue a back or fecond that mignff hold 754 

If this did blaft inproofe $ foft let me uCj 
Weeic make a folemnc wager on your cunningSi 
I hate, when in your motion you are bote and dryi j^s 

As make vour bouts more violent to that end» 
And that he calls for drinke, He haue prefard him rdo f 

A Challice for the nonce^ whereon but iipping. 
If he by chaunce efcape your venom'd fluck^ 
Our purpofe may hold there t but flay^ what noy fe i ,6s *. 

Etftir ^iHi^ne. 

Sjy^^ One woe doth tread vponanothershecle, ^64. 

So faft they follow \ your SiRers drownd Ldertes. 

i^f*. Drown'd,dwhere? 

Sufi. Thereisa Willow growesafcaunt the Brooke f 

That fliowes his horry leaues in the glafly flreame^ fM f 

Therewith fantafliciue garlands did (he make f 

Of CrowflowerSf Nettles, Dai(es, and long Purples rjo 

That liberall Shepheards giue a gro(rer name, 
But our cull- cold maydes doe dead mens fingers call them. 
There on the pendant boughes her cronet wcedes . //j 

M. Chmbrbg 
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T\^€ Tragedie of Hamlet 

r// Clambring Co hang» an enaious fliucr broke, 
jf When downc her w«d/ (rophies and her (elft 
Fell in the weeping Brooke, her cloches fpred wide, 
And Marmaide like awhile tbejr bore her vp, 
//(f Which cime the chaunred fiiacches of old laudeSi 

As one incapable of her owne diftrefle, 
iSo Or like a creature natioe and indewed 

Vnto chat elamencbuc long it coold noc be 
f Till that her garments heauy with thcyr drinke, 
j. Puld the poore wretch from her melodious lay 

To muddy death. 
iS4. Jjicr. Alas^ then (he is drownd. 
^^MT. Drownd,drownd. 
L4tr. Too much ofwater haft thou poore 0/£r&(^ 
And therefore I forUd my teares) but yec 
j$$ h is our tricke. nature her cuftoroe holds. 

Let fltame fay what ic willy when the(eare gone, 
f^c The woman will be our* Adiew my Lord, 
I haue a fpeech a fire that faine would bla(e. 
But that this folly drownes ic JEmt. 

Kittg. Lti*sfol\owGerir4rJ, 
How much I had to doe to calme his rage^ 
/^ Nowfearelthuwillg^ueitflartagaine, 

Therefore lets follow. Exnnu. 

XL €nfer t»0 ChwHt. 

Clrmie. Is fhee to be buried in CbriflUn buriall, when (he wilfully 
feekes her owne (aluation ? 
Othtr. 1 tell thee (he is,therfore make her graue flraight> the aow« 
^ .J- ner hath fate on her, and finds it Chriflian buriall. 

Chwne. How can that be» vnielTe (he drown'd berfelfc ui her owne 
defence. 
S Other. Why tis found (b» 

ij. Cltwne* It mufl be (o oflPcnded, it cannot be els , for heere lyes the 

poynt, if I drowne my (elfe wittingly, it argues an aCt, &an a A hath 
^ 12 three branches, it is to a A« to doe. to performe, or all) (he drownd her 
fetfe wiciingly. 
Other. Nay, but heare you good man deluer, 
i6 Cbwtc. Giuemecleaue^ here lycs the wacer» good I here flands the 

inan^ 



84 



V.i. 



Prince of Dcnmarl^e^ 

man, good, if the man goe to this water & drowne himfclfe, it is will a 
he»niilhe,hegoes»iiuirkeyouthat, but if the water come to him, & 
drowne him^ he drownes not himiclfe, argall, he that is not guilty of 
hit owne death, (hortem not his owne life. 22 

OihiT* But is this law? 
C/owie. I marry t'ft. Crowners queft law« 24-5 

Other. Will yon ha the troth an r,if this had not be ene a gentlewo* 
man» (ht Oiould hauc been buried out a chriftian burrall. 2S 

CUwii. Why there thou (ayft» and the more pitty that great folke 
fliould haue countnaunce in this world to drowne or hang thefelucs, 
snore then they r eutn Chrinen : Come my (pade > there is no aunci-* ja 
cnt gentlemen but Gardners^ Ditchers^ and Grauemakers, chcy hold 
vp Adams profefiioo« 
Other. Was he a gentleman I 3^ 

CUmie. AwastbefirftthateuerboreArmes. ^37 

He puc another queflion to tbeCi if thou anfwereft me not (o the pur« ^^3 
pole, confedc thy (elfe. 

Other. Goe to. 45 

Clem. What is he that boSdb Qronger then qrtber the Mafbn > the 
Sbypwright^or the Carpenter* ^s 

Other. The gallowes maker, for that outlines a thou6ndtciiams. fi# 

Cbmte. I like thy wie well in good fiiy th, the gallowes dooei well, 
but ho we dooes it well ) It dooes well to tbo(e that do ill , nowe thou 
dooll ill to fay the gallowes is built flroneer then the Cbiudi, argall, S4 
die gallowes may doo well to thee. Too? againe, come. 

Other. V Vho bnildes (Ironger then a Ma(bo,a Shipwright, or a 
Can^enter. ^ 

Ciemte. I.tellroethatandvnyoke. 

Other* Marry now I can tell* 60 

CUnent. Too*t« 

OAer. Made I cannot tell. 

Chm. Cudgell thy braines no more about it, for your dull afle wii ^^ 

not mend his pace with beating, and when you are askt this quefUon 
ncxt,fay a graue-roaker, the hoii(es hee makes laQs till Doomefdiy. t 

Goe get thee in, and fetch mee a foopc of liquer. t ^ 

In youth when I did loue did loue, Seng. t 

Me thought it was very fweer yo 

To contraO o the time for a my behooe^ 

O me thought there a was noth'mg a meet. ;a f 

M t. Emet 
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Ttf Trdgeiie of Hamlet 

HmB. HascbiifeliowcnofecImgofhisbuGncs?a(iingsingratte« 
making 

HorM. Cuftome hach made it in him a propertic ofcafincs. 
Hm. Tis cen fo,cbc hand of licde imploimcnt halh the dintier (ence 
GW. Bur age with his dealing fteppes Stmg. 

hath clawed me in his cfutcn. 

And hath (hipped me into the land» 
as if I had neuer been fucb. 

Kim. That skull had a tongue in it, and could (ing once , how the 
knaue iowies it to the grouno^s iftwere Giines iawbonci ihat did the 
firft murder »this might be the pate of a polIitician»which this afle now 
ore*rcaches ) one that would circumucnt God| might it not i 

ff§r0. It might my Lord. 

Ham. Or ofa Courtier^ which could (ay good morrow (weet lord, 
how dooA thou (weet lord i This might be my Lord fuch a one. that 
praiied my lord fuch a ones borfe when a went to beg it, might it not i 

Hon ImyLord. 

Hdm. Why cen Co, 8c now my Lady wormes Choples* & knockt 
about the maflcne with a Sextens (bade) heere*s fine reuolucion and 
we had the tricke to fee't,didthc(e bones coft no more the breedings 
but CO play at loggits with them : mine ake to thinke on*t« 

Cl0». A pickax and a (pade a (padc^ S0t£, 

for and a (hrowding (heet 
O a pit of Clay for to be made 
for fuch a gucft is roeet« 

Hdm. There's another, whv may not that be the skull ofa Lawver^ 
where be his quiddities now, his quillites, his cafes* his tenurs, and his 
tricks ? why doocs he fuflFcr this madde knaue now to knocke him a« 
bout the fconce with a durtie (houell, and will i^ot tell him of his a Ai- 
on of battery, hum, this fellowe might be in'sttme a great buyer of 
Land^ with his Statuts, his recognifanccs, his fines , his double voiN 
chers, his recoueries, to haue his fine pate full of fine dort » will vou- 
chers vouch him no more of his purcnafes & doubles then the length 
and breadth ofa payre of Indentures i The very conuevances of liis 
Lands will fcarcely lye in this box» & mufl th'inheritor himfelfc hauc 
no more^ ha« 

JViSni. Not a iot more my Lord 

HtmM Is not parchment made of (heepe-skmnes ? 
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Hers. I my LorJi^nd of Caluei ^skinnci to /2^ 

JFf^m. They are Shecpe and Calues which fi^eke out afliirancein 

thar, 1 wU fpeak to rhis fellow* Whofe graue*s this Hrra f 
CiSnr. Mine fir, or a pit of clay for to be made. ff28-p 

Him. I thinke it be thine indeedci for thou lyefl in'r. /j/-x 

Qom You lie out ont (ir.and therefore tis not yours s for my parr I 

doe not Be in*t, yet it b mine. tj^ 

Hum. Thou dood lie in't to be in't & (ay it is thine^ ris for the dead, 

not for the auickc, therefore thou lyefl* 

Clm. Tisaqidckelyefir,twtllawayagainefrommeeoyou. i4o 

Ham. What man doofl thou digge it for? 

(lam. For no man fir 

Kf»y« What woman then? 

Clow. For none neither /^ 

Hum. Who is to be buried in*t? 

C/am. One that was a woman fir, burred her (bule Aiee*s dead. 

Hum* How abfolute the knaue is, we muA fpeake by the card,or //^ 

equiuocation will vndoo vs. By the Lord HtruM , this three yeeres I t^^ 

hauetookenoteofit,tbeageisgrowne(bplcked» that theioeofche f 

Eefint coms (b neere the heele of the Courtier he galls h'ls ky be. How f 

^nghaft thou been Graue«maka /' l^^J^ 

claw. Of the dayes l*th yere I came too't that day that our laft kina 
Hmlii Wketcmit FarieitiraSi. V^ 

Him. How long is that fince? 

C/^. Cannot you rell that? euery fbole can tell tha<i it was that 
very day that young Him/At was borne : hee that is road and fent into /6o 

Hdm. I marry why was he fent into Englmid I 9^3-4 

Claw. Whybecaufeawasmad:afl)allrecouerhiswitstberC|Orit 

a doo not. tis no great matter there. 
Um. Why? ^68 

Chw. Twill not be feene in him there, there the men areas mad tjo 

Him. How came he mad? (a hee, 

C/n^. Veiy ftrangely they fay. 
//4I9I. Howftrangely? 

Chw. Fayth ecne with loofing bis wits. m 

Him. Vpon what pound? 
Claw. Why heereinDemnarkctlhaue been Sextcn hecrcman 

«dboyd.ir.yyeere.. ^ ^ ^^ 'T7 
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j^S'S Htm. How long will a man lie i'tb earth ere herpf t 

CIm. Fayth if a oe noc rof ten before a die, ai we hane manjr poc» 
t Ide c<Mrfes» thai will Tcarce hold the laying in, a will laA you fimi cy^ 
yeere^ornioeyeere. A Tanner will UA you nine yeerc» 
1^5 H4m. Why he more then another } 

Clom. Why fir.hii hide is (b tand vriih hu trade* thai a willkeqie 
m out water a great while \ & your water is a fore decaycr of your whor« 
Ton dead bo dy . heer'i a fctill now hath lyen yon i*th earth 23 . yeerea. 
m Hm. Whofewasit? 

Clm. A wborfen mad fellowes ic wai, whole do you think il was ? 
H^m. Nay I know not. 
ig4 Clffvp. A peOilence on him for a roadde rogoe, a ponrd a flagon of 
Rcnifli on my head once) this fame skull fir* wasfir}#rii»^skiui| the 
Kings leftcr. 
io» ] Hmn. This? 

Cbm^ £en thaC 

t ^J HMi. Alas poore 7Vvi^» I knew him Uvrn^ , a fellow ofinfinite 

t left »of mod excellent fiuici^ hec hath bore me on his backe a thoa« 

f land dmes^nd now how abhorred in my imagination it is: my gorge 

zoj rifesafit.HeaehangtholelyppesthatihauekiftIlmowfiocfWe 

i>ff» where be your gibes now ?yoiirgamboles,yoor fong^, yotirfla- 

2to ihcsofmerrimenr, that were wont to (ct the table on a roare, not one 

f now to mocke your owne grinning* quite chopfalne • NowgeC yoo 

f 2 73 to my Ladies table, & tell her, let her paint an inch thicke ^ to this £i« 

tsour (he muft come, make her laugh at that. 
216 Prethee Eormio tell me one thing. 
HfiTM. What's that my Lord? 

JHdm. Doofl ihou tbinke ^kxnukr lookt a this faOiion t'th acth ? 
220 Hara. £cn(b. 
t Ham. Andfmdt/bpah. 
JffoM. Een(bmyLord« 
233 Ham. To what bafe vfts wee may remme Haraik I Why may not 
imaginaiion tracethe noUe duO of^texaaJUr^ till a findit flopping 
abunghole? 
227 H9r. Tweretoconfidertoocuriouflytoconliderfb. 

Ham. No faith, not a iot» but to follow him thether wiih modefty 

230 enough, and likely hood to Icadetr. j4Uxa9iJiriyc6^ Ulneander^z% 

buried»i^//ji-4»i^rrecunieditoduft»the dufl is earthy of earth wee 

23^ make Lome» & why of that Lome whereto he was conuerted, mi^l 

they 
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they not ftcippe a Bearc-barrell ? 
Imperious C<fiir dead, and f um*d to Clajf, 
Might floppe a hole, to keepc the wind awajr* 
O chat that earth which kept the world in awe^ 
Should parch a wall t*expell the waters flaw* 
But (oft, but foft awhite» licre comes the King» 
The Queene^the Courtiers, who is this they follow ? 
And with fiich maimed rites ? this doth betoken. 
The corfe they followi did with defprat hand 
Foredoo it ownelife, twas of fome eflate. 
Couch we a while and marke. 
IMK What Cercmonie els ? 
Ham. That is Lterits a very noble youth, marke# 
L4er. What Ccremonie els ? 
2>en, Her obfcquies haue been as farre inlarg'd 
As we haue warrantiei her death was doubtfuil. 
And but that great comroaund ore«fwayes the order. 
She (hould in ground vn(anAi6ed been lodged 
Till the lafl trumpet : for charitable prayers, 
Flints and peebles (hould be throwne on her : 
Yet hcere (he is allowed her virgin Grants, 
Her may den ftrewments, and the bringing home 
Of bell aud buriall. 
L^r. Muft there no more be doone? 
T)o^. No more be doone« 
We fliouid prophane the feruice of the dead, 
To fing a Requiem andfuch reH to her 
As ro peace*parted (bules. 
Dierm Lay her i'tb earth. 
And from her faire and vnpollured (lieflfi 
May Violets fpring : I tell thee churlifli Pncft, 
A miniftring Angell (hall my fifler be 
When diouTyeft howling. 
H^mt. What, the faire 6;^A^/E4, 
^e^. Sweets to the (weet, farewell, 
I hop't thou fliould*n haue been my Hamlets wife, 
I thought thy bride* bed to haue deckt (weet maidc 
And not haue (Irew'd thy graue. 
Imt. O treble woe 
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The Trdgcate or nanwi 

Fall eenne times double on thar ctir(ed bead, 
Whole wicked deede rhy rood ingeniottsfence 
Depriued thee bP» hold off the earth a whlle» 
Till I haue caught her once more in mine armei ) 
Now pile yoor dud vpon the quicke and dead, 
Till of thisfiat amottntaineyou haue made 
ToVetop old Pelim, or the sky elh head 
Of blew Olympus. 

Hum. What is he who(e griefe 
Beares fach an emphefis, whofe phraft of (brrow 
Cooiures the wandrine flarres» and makes them fland 
Like wonder wounded bearers : this is I 
HdmUi the Dane 

lAer. The deuill take thy (bulct 

MfOT. Thou pray*(l not well • I pretheeeake thy (ingas 
For ch5ugh I am not Ipleenattuc ra(h « (from my throat, 
Yet haue I in me(bmethin|; dangerous. 
Which let thy wifedomereare } hold off thy hand. 

King. Pluck them a fundcr. 

%aU. Gendemen. 

AbM. Good my Lord be quiet. 

Kiw. Why, ] will fight with him vpon this theame 
Vntill my eye- lids will no lonecr wagge, 

^Het. O my fonne, what theame ? 

fkim. I loucd OphtAa, forty thoufand brothers 
Could not with all thcyr quanticie of loue 
Make vp my fumme. What wilt thou doo for hen 

King, O he is mad £4rr/r/. 

^Hee. For loue ofGodforbeare him. 
}Um. S'wounds fhew me what ih'owt doe : 
Woo^t weepe, woo^t Bghc, woo'r fafl, woo't tcare thy fclfe, 
Woo't dhnke vp Efill, eatc a Crocadile ? 
lie doo^t^ doofl come heere to whine ? 
To out-facc me with leapingin her graue. 
Be buried qutcke with her, and fo will I. 
And if thou prate oFmountaincSi let them throw 
Millions of Acres on VS| till our grpund 
Sindging his pate againfl the burning Zone . . , 
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Make OfTa like a wzn, nay and cbou'lt mouthet 
lie rant as well as thou. 

Qnee. This is meere madnefle, 
Atm this a while the fit will workeon hioit 
Anon as patient as the female Done 
When that her golden cuplets are difclofed 
His filence will ut drooping. 

Him. Heareyoafir, 
What is the reafon that you vfe me thus tf 
I lou*d you euer, but it is no maner, 
Let Hereidci himfetfe doe what he may 
The Car will mew, and Dogge will baue his day. Exit Hmkt 

King. I pray thee good HvdHo waite vpon him. dndHsr^fh* 
Strengthen your patience in our lafi nigncs fpeech^ 
Week put the matter to the prefentpufli : 
Good Certr^dkt (bme watch oueryour (bnnei 
This graue fhall haue a lining moaumenty 
An houre of quiet thirtie /haU we fee 
Tell then in patience our proceedmg be. Bcnmr, 

JEnttr Hmki off/Hnrdth. 

tUm. So much for this fir, now (hall you (ce the other^ 
You doe remember all the circnmftance^ 

Htrd. Remember it my Lord* 

Hm. SirinmyharctherewasakiDdoffieliting 
That would not let me fleepCi my thought flay 
Worfe then the mudnes in the bilbo* raAily » 
And prayfd be rafhnes for it ; let vs knowe. 
Our indilcretion (bmedme femes vs well 
When our decpeplots doepall,& thatlhouldleamcYS 
Ther*s a diuinity that (hapes our ends^ 
Rough hew them how we will. 

£hra. That is mod celtaine. 

Btm. Vpfroro my Cabin, 
My fca-gowne fcarft about me in the darkc 
GroptI to find out them, had my defire, 
Fingard their packet, and in fine with-drcw 
To mine o wnc roome againe, making fo bold 

N. My 
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The TrngeJUe of Hamlet 

My feares forgetting manners co vnf old 
Their grauncTcommifiion $ where I found Ar4^ 
A rovall knaueryj an cxaA command 
Larcied with many fcuerall forts of rea(bns» 
Importing Denmarkes health » and EngLuub to. 
With hoc fuch bugges and goblines in my life^ 
That on the fuperuile no lealure bated» 
Ko nor to (lay the grinding of tlie Axe^ 
My head fliould be ftrboke off. 
Hard, rftpofsible^ 

Hdm. Heeres the comnnifsion, read it at more leafure^ 
But wilt thou heare now how I did proceed. 
HfTd. Ibefeechyou. 

Hun. Being thus benetted round with villaineSj 
Or I could make a prologue to my braines» 
They had begunne the ptay 1 1 fat me downe» 
I>cuif(i a new comnufsion, wrote it faire, 
I once did hold it as our ftatifts doe» 
A bafenefle to write faire« and labourd much 
How to forget that learning* but (ir now 
It did me yemans (cruice» wile thou know 
Th'eftcfl oFwhat I wrote f 
Hard. J good my Lord. 
Htm. An earned coniuration from the King^ 
As E/f^UnJv/^% his faithfull tributary, 
As loue betweene them like the palme mjoht floriflii 
As peace fhould dill her wheaten garland weare 
And fland a Comma tweene cheir aniities. 
And many fuch like, as fir of ^reat charge. 
That on the view, and knowmgof tbefecomentSj 
Wit hout debatement fuf ther more or leffe, 
He (hould thofe bearers put to fuddaioc deathi 
Not fhriuingtime alpw*d. 
Hord. How was this fealdt* 
Him. Why euen in that was heauen ordinantj 
I had my fathers fignet in my purfe 
Which was the modill of that Dani(h feale, 
Folded the writ vp in theformeof th*other» 
Subcribc it, gau t th'imprcfsion, plac'd it fafely. 
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The changling neuer knowne : now the nexc day ^j 

Was our Sea nghc, and what to this was fequenc x 

Thou knowefl already. 

Hord. So Cuj^denficmemdl{cfcncr4us got too't. ^$ 

Utm. They are not neere my confcience, their defeat f 

Dooes by their 6 wne infinnuation growcj 
Us dangerous when the bafer nature comes 60 

Betweene the pafTe and fell incenced points 
Of mighty oppofits. 

Bffd. Why what aKjng is this ! 

Him. Dooes it not thinke thee ftand me now vppon? f 

He that hath kild my King» and whor'd my motbcrj 64 

Pop'tin betweene th elcAion and my hopes, 
Throwne out his Angle for my proper life. 

And with fuch cu(hage , i'fl not perfect confcience f . 6j 

Enter dCourtitr. ^ 

Conr. Your Lordflitp is right welcome backe to Denmarke. $a 

Hm. Ihumblethankcyoufin 
Doofl know this water fly ? 

Hard, No my good Lord. o^ 

Hdm. Thyftateisthemore^raciouSf for tis a vice to know him. 
He hath much land and fertill: let a bead be Lord of beafls»and his 
crib (h all ftand at the.Kings meflTe ^ tis a chough* but as I fay, fpac w 
ousinthepoflefsionofdurt. 90 

Cour* SweeteLordjifyourLordfliippewereatleafure^llhouId 
impart a thing toyou from his Maieftie. 9j 

Hdm. I will receaue it fir withall dilligedce of fpirit , your bonnet 
to his righc.vfe, tis for the head. ^s 

Com. JthankeyourLordfhiptitisveiyhot* 

Hdm. No belieue me, tis very cold, the wind is Northeriy. 

Co^^ It is indeflferent cold my Lord indeed. iqq 

H#(oi. Butyetmethinkesitisveryfullyandhoti ormycomplec^ .|. 
tion« 

Cow. Exceedingly my Lord , it is very (buttery, ast'werelcan- joj 
not tell how : my Lord his MaieOie bad me (ignifie toyou j that a f 
has lay ed a great wager on your head| fir this is the matter* 

Tldm. I bcTcechyou remember. i^s 

Cew.li^y good my Lord for my eafc in ^ood fait hjfir here is newly \ 
com to Court L<^<^belicue me an abfoTute gentlemcn.ful of moft m 

N* excellent 
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The Tragedie ofHamtct 

Mcellent difiereoces> of very foft fociety » and great Aowifir ; in* 
deedetofpeakerellintlyofhitn , hee is the card or (calender ofgen^ 
try:foryoQ (haUfinainhim die continent of what part a Gende« 
man would fee. 

Htm. Sir» bis definement fufiers no perdidon in you % though I 

know to deuide him inuentoriallyi would doneth'arithmacicke of 
memoiyj and yet but yaw neither in rcTpeA of his quick faile , buc 
in the vericie of eXtolment, I take him to be a (bale of great anicle» 
& his infufion of fuch dearth and rareneflTej as to make true dixion 
of him, his femblable is his mirrour, & who els would trace him^his 
vmbraeci nothing more. 
Com. 1 out Lordfhip fpeakes moft in£dlibty of him« 
Htm. Theconcernan^fir, why doe we wrap the gentleman in 
our more rawer breathff 
Com. Sir. 

Ikrd. Iftnotpofsible to vnderfland in another tongue » you will 
too't/ir really.^ 
Htm. What imports the nominadon oF this gentleman, 
Cpnt. OfLdtries.. 

Ikrd. His puffe is empty already, airs golden words are (pent* 
Him. OfhimHr. 

Coivn I knowvou are not ignorant 

Hdm. I would you did fir ^ yet in faith if you did j it would not 
much approooe me» well (ir. 
Com. I ou are not ignorant of what excellence Lmttsu. 
Htm. I dare not confefle that , le4fl I fliould compare with 
him in excellence, but to know a man wel> were to koowe himfelfe. 
Cour. Imeanefirforthisweapon»butintheimpuudonlaideon 
him, by them in his meed, hee*s vnfelibwed. 
Hmt. What's his weapon? 
Cow. Rapier and Dagger. 
Htm. That's two ofhis weapons* but Weil. 
Cour. The King fir hath wagerd with him fix Barbary horfcSi 
againgft the which heehas impaund as I take it fix French Rapiers 
and Poynards, with their afsignesj as girdle, hanger and fo. Three 
of the cama^s in faith , are v cry deare to fancVy very reponfiue to 
the hilts, moil delicate carriagesj and of veiy liberal conceir. 
Hm. What callyou the carriages:' 
Bard^ I knew yoa mud be edified by the margent ere you had 
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Cmt. Hie carriage (ir are the hangers. 

Hm. Thephrafe would bee more lerman to the matter if wee 
could carry acanndn by our fides 1 1 would it be hangers citl then, 
but on, fix Barbry hor(es againd fix French fwords their afsignes, 
and three liberall conceited carriages , that's the French bet a« 
gainfl theDanifh, why js this ;fll you call it i 

XwTk The King fir>hath layd nr,that in a doten pafles betweene 
your felfe and him » hee fhall not exceedeyou three hits, hee hath 
layd on twelue fornincL, and it would come to immediate tnall, if 
your Lord (hippe would vouchfafe the anfwere. 

AmK How ik I anfwere noi 

Cwt. I meane my Lord the oppofition of yourperfcin in trialL 

Hfw. Sirlwiilwaikeheereintbehalli ifitjpleaiehisMaieflie, it 

is the breathing time oJFday with me, let the toiles be brought, the 

Gentleman willing , and the King bold btspurtsofeslwillwinne 

' for him and I can, if not, I will gaine nothing but my fliame » and 

the oddehi ts« 

Cmr* Shallldeliueryoufocf 

Kmu To this efFcA fir, after what florifli your nature will* 

Cow. I commend my duty to your Lordmippe. 

Hew. Yours dop's well to commend it hinuelfe , there are no 
tongues els for's turne, 

Hta ThisLapwine runnes away with thefliell on his head. 

IknK A did fir with his duggebeToreafiicktitythushasheand 
manymoreof the fame breede tnat I know the drody age dotes on, 
only got the tune of the time, and out ofan habit of incounter> a 
kindofhifly colefiion, which carriesthem through and through 
the moflprophane and trennowed opinions* and doe but bio we 
them to tneir triall, the bubbles are ouCi 

EntefdlatJ. 
LnrtL My Lord^his Mateftie commended him to vou byyoung 
Ottrkkfi% who brines backe to him that you attend hmi in the hall, 
he fends toknowifyour pleafure hold to play with iL^^/fx, ortbac 
you will take longer time f 

Hdm. I am comlant to my purpofes,they foUowe the Kings plea- 
fure>ifhi$ fitnes fpeakes t mine is ready : now or whenfoeuer ^ pro* 
iiidedlbefo ableas nom 
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The Tragedie ofHmkt 

Zoril. TheKing, and Queencj and all arc comnnng do wne. 

Hdm. In happy time. 

LffrJ. The Queene dcHres you to vfe Tome gentle entertainment 

Ldena^ before you fall to play« 

H4M. Shceweliinftrufhme. 

Hnrd. You will loofe my Lord. 

Hmn; I doe not thinke foj (ince he went into France, I haue bene 
in continual] pra Aife 1 1 (hall winne ai the ods $ thou would'ft not 
chinke how ill all's heere about my hart, but it is no matter. 

Hard. Nay good my Lord. 

Hdm. It is but foolery* but it is (iichakinde of gamgtuing, as 
would perhapes trouble a woman. 

Hard. If your minde diflike any thing, obay it. I will Forflal their 
repaire hetheti and fay you are not fit. 

Hmt. Not a whit» we defie augury«thereisfpecia]l prouidcnce in 
the fall of a Sparrowe» if it be* tis not to come , if it be not to come^ 
it will be now> if it be not now* yet it well come , the readioes is all» 
(ince no man of ought be leaucs, knowes what ifl to Icaue betimes^ 

let be. 

%/i tdblefftfard^YimfetsJ>rumt dnJ officers vnth Cufhim , 
JKriag, Qtttcfie^ dfiJ ittthefldtCi FoUes^Jd^ers, 

^mdUnits* 



ting. Come Hdmlet^ come and take this hand from me. 

Bdin. Giue me'your pardon fir, I haue done you wrong 1 
But pardon t asyou are a gedtleman* this prefcnce knowcSj 
And you mud needs haurneard > how I am punniflit 
With a fore diflraAion* what I haue done 
That might yoiir nature* honor* and exception 
Roughly awake, I hcarc proclame was raaanefle* 
Waft H<m/r/ wronged LdntafncuetHdmlct. 
If Hufs/rt from himlelfe be fane awayj 
And when hee's not himfelfe* dooes wrong Uertes, 
Then Hdmlet dooes it notj Hdmlet d cnies it* 
Who dooes it then ^ his madneflc. I ft befdi 
//WiS/k.of thefa^lion that is wronged,^ 
His.ni^d^ielle is poore Hdmlcts enimie* 
Let my dilclaiming from a purposed euill* 
Freenieib farrc in your moft generous thoughts 
Tfaaf I haue ihoc my arroweore the houfe 
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Vrince ofl>enmar\e. 

And hurt my brother. •(• 

Uir. lamratisfiedinnaturej zs5 

Whofe motiue in this cafe Ihould ftirre me mod 
To my rcucndgc, but in my tcarmcs of honor 

T (land .iloofe, and will no reconcilement, zyP 

Till by fome elder Maifters of k nowne honor 

Ihaueavoyceandprefidentofpeace 2^ 

Tomynstmevngord:butallthatttme a 

I doe receaueyour offerd loue, like loue, 
And will not wrong it. 

Hm. I embrace It freely j and will this brothers wager 
francklyplav. 2^4 

Que vs me toiles< a 

hur. Come<oneforme. 

Him. lie beyourfoile^ntif, in mine ignorance 266 

Your skill /halllike a aarrei'cbdarkeft night 
Stick fiery of indeed. 

Jmt. You.mockemefin zes 

Hrm. Nobythbhand. 

Xmg. Giue them the foiles young Ostrkkf, cofin BkmUi, ijo 

You £10 we the wager. 

lUm. Very well m v L ord. 
Your grace has layea the ods a*th weeker fide. 

Kinf^. I doenot fearc it, I haue feene you bothj 
But fine e he is better^we haue therefore ods. zj^^ 

lAtr. This is to heauy: let me fee another. 

H*m. This likes me well, thefe foiles haue all a length* ^ 

Oik* 1 my good Lord. 

'Kmg, Set met he ftoopesofwinevpon that table 27^ 

JfHmJet gme the firft or fecond hit, 

OrquJtinanfwereofthe third exchange, 280 

Let ail the battlements their ordnance fire. 
The King (hal) drinke to Htmlets better breathy 
And in the cup an Vnice (hall he throwe. 
Richer then that whith foure fuccefsiue Kings 284 1 

In Denmarkes Crowne haue worne ; giue me the cupS/ 
And let the kettle to the trumpet fpeakei 
The trumpet to the Cannonecre without. 

The Cannons to the heauens^ the heaucn to earths z88 

Now 
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Timfets 



Drumt tfumfetsdndfboi. 
Plori/bt aftKCffti off. 



The Tragedie ofHmlet 

N omr the Kin£ drinkes to HumUt^ come beginna 
And you the fudges beare a wary eye. 

Htm. Comeonnr. 

laer. Come my Lord. 

Ham. One. 

Lam No. 

Ham. lud^emenr. 

Olhkkf A hit» a very palpable hit. 

Laer. VVeU,againc. 

King. Stayj eiue me drinke» HamUt this pearie is tKine. 
Heeres to thy health rgiuehimthecup. 

Ham. He play this bout firft« fct it by a while 
Come> another hit. What fay you i 

Laer. Idoeconfefl 

King. Our (bnne fliall winne, 

Quee. Hce's fat and fcant of breath. 
Heere Hamlet take my napkin rub thy browes. 
The Queene carowfes to thy fortune HunUt. 

Ham. Good Madam. 

King. Cmrard Aocnotdrbke. 

Quee. I will my Lord« I pray you pardon me. 

King. It is the poyfned cup» it is too late. 

Ham. I dare not drinkeyet Madami by and by. 

Quee. Q>me, let me wipe thy face. 

Laer. My Lord, lie hit him now. 

King. Idoenotthink'r. 

Laer. And yet it is almoft againft my confcience. 

Ham. Come for the third Laertes,yon doe but dally. 
I pray you paffe with your beft violence 
I am (ure you make a wanton of me. 

L^er. Say you fo> come on. 

Oik. Nothing neither way 

Laer. Haueatyounow. 

King. Part them^ they are incenfl 

Ham. Nay come againe 

OHr. Looke to the Queene there howe. 

Hora. They bleed onSoth fides, how is it my Lord f 

OHr. Ho\¥iR Laer iesf • 

Laen Why as a woodcock to mine o wne fprindge OUrick, 
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I am inflly kild witli mine owne treachery. 

JFkm. HowdooestheQueenec" 

King. Shee founds ro fee them bleed. 

Qgei. Ho, no, the drinke, the drinke, 6 my deare Kun/ir, 
The drinke the drinke, I am poyfned. 

Otm. O villaniei how let the doore be Iock% 
Treacberytfeeke it out. 

iMr. It is heere Htmiet, thou art flaine. 
No medcin in the world can doe thee good^ 
In thee there is not halfe an houres life. 
The treacherous inftrument is in my hand 
Vnbated and enuenom'd, the fbule praAife , 

Hath mrn'd it (elfe on me« loe heere I lie 
Neuer to rife againe, thy mother's poyfned^ 
I can no more, theKing, the Kings too blame. 

Him. The point inuenom*dtO| then venome to thy worfce. 

%/fll. Treafoni treafon. 

King. O yet defend me friends, I am but hurt. 

Hdm. Heare thou mcellious damned Dane^ 
Drinke of this potion, is the Onixe heere f 

follow mv tnother. 

Ijur. Heisiu(Uy(erued,itisapovfontemperdbyhimfelfe» 
Exchange for eiueneflfe with me noole Hdmkt, 
Mine and niy nithen death come not vppon tbeCy 
Nor thine on me. 

Hm. Heanen make thee free of it, I follow thee $ 
I am dead Ikrdiiot wretched Queene adie w. 
You that looke pale, and tremble at this chancc» 
That are but mutes, or audience to this a A^ 
Had I but timcias this fell fergeant Death 
Is (triA in his arrefl, o I could tel I you. 
But let it be | Hor^io I am dead. 
Thou liueft, report me and my caufe a right 
Tothevnfatished. 

Hnrd. Neuer belieue it) 
lammoreanamickeRomainethenaDane, ' 

Heere'syet fome liquet (eft. 

Hum, Asth*artaman 
Giue mc the cupj let goe, by heaucn lie hate> 

O 
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The Trdgeiie of Hamlet 

O god H^^/f«> what a wounded name 

Things flanding thus vnkno wne^ (hall I leaue behind me^ 

Ifthou did'fteuer hold mein thy hart, 

Abfcni thee from felicity a while* 

And in this harfh world drawe thy breath in paine vY tPMrchd 

To tell my flory : what warlike noife is this C f am off. 

SnterOfrirl^, 

oft. Young Fortenbrsiffewiih conquefl comefrom Poland» 
To ih'embadadorsof £ffg/Wgiues this warlike yoliy. 

Hdm. 01 Alt Hordtio^ 
The potent ppyfon quite ore-crowcs my fpirit, 
I cannot hue to heare the newes from EnglmJ^ 
J3ut 1 doe prophecie th'elle^on lights 
OnFcrtwbrdJjc^ he has my dying voycci 
So tell him^ with th'occurrants more and lefTe 
Which hauefolicited^ the reft is filcnce. 

Hord. Now cracks a noble hartj good night fweetePrincei 
And flights of Angels fing fhee to thy reft. 
Why doocs the drum come hether f 

JEnter Tarienbuffe, mtb the JEmbaffaJars. 

For. Where is this fight i 

Hotd. What is it you would fee ^ 
Ifought of woe» or wonder, ceafe your fearch. 

For. This quarry cries on hauock, 6 proud death 
What feaft is toward in thine eternal! celli 
That thou fo many princes at a (hot 
SobloudilyhaftftrookC 

Emb^. The fight is difmall 
And our aftaircs from EngUnd come too late> 
The eares are rencelcdc that ftiould |iue vs hearing, 
To tell him bis commandment is fulnld, 
T^9LtB${encrdWdiT\ACuyldenficrfiezTtAtzA, 
Where ftiould we hauc our thankes c* 

Hord,, Not from his mouth 
Had it th'abilityof life torhankeyoui 
He neuereaueconiinandement for their death) " 
But fincc VQ lump y pon this bloody queftion 

You 
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Prince tf Dcnmdrt^. 

Sfou from the P0lldek, warres> and you from EnfUnJ 
Are heere arriued , giue order that thefe bodies 
High on a flage be placed to the view# 
And let nie fpeakei to yet vnknowing world 
How thefe things caine about t fo fhall you heare 
Of carnalli bloody and vntiaturall aAs, 
Of accidental! iudgcments^cafuallflaughterSy 
Of deaths put on by cunning, and for no caufe 
And in this vpfhot, purpofes miflooke^ 
Falne on tb muenters heads : all this can I 
Truly deliuer. 

For. Let vs haft to heare it, 
And call the noblefl to the audience « 
For me» with forrowe I embrace mv fortune, 
I haue feme rights , of memory in this kingdomei 
Which now to clame my vantage doth inuite me« 

lUr^. Of that I Hiall hauealfo caufe to fpeake, 
And from his mouth» whofe voyce will draweno more^ 
But let this fame be prefently perform'd 
£uen while mens mindes are wilde^ leafl more mifchance 
On plotsand errores happen. 

For. LetfoureCaptaines 
Beare Hdmlet like a fouldier to the ftage. 
For he was likely, hadhebceneputon, 
To haue prooued moft royall ; and for his paflagei 
The fouldiers muficke and the right of warre 
Speake loudly for him : 
Take vp the bodies, fuch a fight as this. 
Becomes the field, but heerc fhowes much amiffe. 
Goe bid thefouldiers fhoote. Exeunt. 

FINIS. 
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SHAKSPERE QUARTO FACSIMILES, 

EXECUTED UNDER THE SUPEtttNTENDANCE OF 

Fj J. FURNIVALL, Esa., M.A., Camb., 

Pounder and Director qf the New Shakspere Society, 



•T 



Mr, W. GRIGGS, 

FOR 13 YBAR& PHOTO-LITHOGRAPBBR TO THB INDIA OPPICB. 



Every genuine student of Shakspere has always desired to own those 
Quartos of his Master^s Plays and Poem^ which are the necessary foundations 
of the Text of so many of his greatest productions in the first three periods df 
his work. Not only in hnportance next to the first FOLiOy but even above 
it, for some Plays>'and for all the Poems, stand the first or second auARTos, 
from which, or completed copies of which, certain Plays in that '^ Folio were 
printed ; and every true and faithful worker at Shakspere's text must want to 
have in his own hand, under his own eye, and as his own, trustworthy 
facsimiles of these truest representations of the poet's own manuscript Till 
now this has been practically impossible. Mr. Ashbee's hand-traced facsimiles, 
issued by Mr. Halliwell at five guineas each, could be afforded by only some 
thirty subscribers. But what then cost Jive guineas, without any information 
as to the Quartos purchased, will now be buyable, in a new form, for six shillings^ 
with the addition of a critical Introduction to the text by a competent Shakspere 
scholar. It is hoped that all students and lovers of our grreat poet will at once 
come forward to support this new scheme, and render its success certain 
and speedy. 

With the approval of the Committee of the New Shakspere Society, 
and the co-operation of its leading Editors, its founder, Mr. Furkivall, has 
undertaken to superintend the issue of a series of photo-lithographic Facsimiles 
of all the most important Shakspere Quartos, to be executed by Mr. W. Grigos, 
of Elm House, Hanover Street, Peckham, whose long experience as working 
photo-lithographer to the India Office, enables him to guarantee the entire 
faithfulness of his reproductions. The Duke of Devonshire, Mr. Henry. Huth, 
the Trustees of the British Museum, the Master and Senior Fellows dF Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and the Curators of the Bodleian Library, Oxford, have most 
kindly allowed their book-treasures to be photographed. Already 18 Plays have 
been taken, and others will be put in hand at once. The first four Quartos 
now ready are the two Hamlets^ 1603 & 1604, with Introductions by Mr. 
Furnivall, and the two Mids, Nights Dreams^ 1600, (Fisher & Roberts.) with 
Introductions by the Kev. J. W. Ebsworth. The fifth. Loves Lahore's Lost. 1598, 
will be ready in July and the remainder will follow rapidly. 

To make the Facsimiles more handy to work with, numbers for pages, 
Acts, Scenes, and lines, will be added outside the rules whkh enclose the 
Facsimiles of the text. The Facsimiles will be half-bound in calf, in Roxburghe 
style, and will be 6s. a piece to Subscribers. The price of each will be raised 
to I OS. 6d. after its publication. 

A list of the Facsimile Quartos to be issued, follows. It is believed 
that from six to eight can be produced every year till the list is exhausted. 

Then, other rare valuable books can be reproduced. 



First List of Shakspere Qudtrto Facsimiles. 
PhotihUthographed hy W. Griggs. 

2 Hamlet. 1603, 1604. Now ready, 

2 MiDS. NiOHT*s Drbam. 1600. (Fisher & Roberts.) Now ready. 

Love's Labours Lost. 1598. WtU be issued in August, 

2 MbrcB. op Venice. (Roberts Sc Heyes.) 

Merry Wives. 1602. 

2 Othello. 1622, 1630. 

3 Richard 11. 1597, 1608, 1634. 
Richard III, 1597. 

Henrt IV. 1ST PART. 1598. 
Henry IV. 2nd part. 1600. 

2 Kino Lear. 1608, 1608. 
Troilus & CKtcsfiiiDA. 1609. 
Pericles, Prince or T^re. 

ft 

Titus Amdronicus, imjo. 
Venus & Adonis. 1593. 
Lucrece. 1594. 

3 Romeo & Juliet. 1597, 1599 & undated 
2 Henry V. 1600, 1608. 

Much ado about Nothing. 1609. 

Sonnets & Lover*s Complaint. 1609. 

Passionate Pilgrim. 1599. 

Contention, 1594, & True Tragedy, 159/. (for Henry VL^ 

Taming op a Shrew. 1594. 

The Troublesome Raiqne. (for K. John.) 1591. . 

The Famous Victories, (for Henry V.) 1598. 
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